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COLONEL JOHN READ, 

H.-ONTSVILX-H1, ALABA.THA. 
Mir Dear Sm; — 

In dedioaling this Tolume to yoa, I liare not been inSuBaoed by 
the high oharaetcr and etam integrity of conduct ■which have 
marlreti a long and useful life. Nor eren by the oonsideration 
that you are tlie father of that deal- wife who has been to mc a 
Bolaco and a support in B"vcry trial and every sorrow wtiot havo 
come upon me. It is a tribute rather to domestic yirtues — to tha 
kind and genial nature which nutkes your fireside the abode of 
happiness, and consecrates the domestic circle to home enjoyments. 

In you, a green and healthy old age has followed a youth of 
industry and yirlue; while your heart, instead of hardening by 
contact with the world, has grown more gentle with advancing 
years, and okabhy, the great virtue of the Apostle, abideth ever- 
laore within it. May your days be long in the land, and may my 
last years of life resemble yours. 

JEER. CLKMENS. 
I* (v) 
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PREFACE. 



In the preparation of tlii w k I d d t nfl. m If t 
the life of Aaron Burr, aa n tt n tli by D Ft 

Both are unjust to him — Pa tolt Bt hwlil 

writing with an evident dc t d j ti pp h th 
subject with a degree of tim dh ttawltp thtl 

dreaded to encounter the tilf 1 dpbt wh 1 

is yet beating against the ml f th 11 t d d Th 

work of Matthew L. Davis Iblj hm hpf d 
to honor, and whom he called hisf d lif Iwtbjd 
these and collected many old pamphlets and documents relating 
to Burr and Hamilton, and endeavored to extract from them 
enough of the trath to enable me to form a just estimate of the 
characters of both. That estimate once formed, the book was 
made to correspond with it, tho main historical facts alone 
being preserved, while all the rest ia the offspring of imagina- 
tion. 

The history of tho war pcovea conclusively that there waa no 
better soldier, or more devoted patriot, in the long liat of revo- 
lutionary heroes, than Aaron Burr ; and all contemporary testi- 
mony agrees that no man ever lived of a more genial, hospitable, 
and kindly nature. Yet tliis man, nnaurpaaaed as a soldier, 
unrivaled as a lawyer, pure, upright, and untarnished as a states- 
man, became, frora the force of eironmstaucea, the object of the 
fvii) 
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bitterest oalumnics that malice could invent or the blindest 
prejudice conld believe. Persecution dogged him to his grave; 
and, although the life of a generation has passed away since 
then, justice still hesitates to approach the spot where the bones 
f the p t t-aoldier repose. Under the garb of fiction, I have 
nd a ed t contribute my mite toward relieving his memory 
f m tl e unj ist asperaions wliich imbittered his life. If I 
a mpl h n thing more than to induce a portion of the rising 

n at E to search the records of that life, I shall be amply 
repaid for the labor it has cost 

Of Alexdnder Hamilton I ha^e wiitten nothing ot which I 
do not beheve he was capable, dfter the fullest examination 
of hio own writings and those of others That I have enter- 
tained strong prejudii,ea against him from boyhood is true, 
that those prejudices may have influenced my judgment is 
p hi btltrdtl 1th dllth iart 

th 1 ght f n 1 Th m I t d d t th m 

I 1 m a th t th w H p t d h 

ml t f gre t d f m f 1 ir 

d f 1 m 1 ty f hgh p g nd f 1 wljp y 
Sh w 1 tf 1 d pi th w m ns h 

nil tmplyt plhh d— tltb t 

b dwhnt viw iflL hw 

ml t 1 t u, 1 t d tl f Th m 

J ff w th nty n tb t t q 1 d 

Sldwhf twp 1 td hwy 

who did not feel the venom of hia tongue and pen 

All that part of the wovlt now submitted to the publif, which 
is not history, is based upon these views of the cbaracteis 
of the principal actors, and wherever 1 hsive trusted to imag-in- 
ation, its flight has been restrained within th- boundaries 
of what I believed each to be capable. 
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P K B F A C B. IX 

Thu ctiasea whicli led me to write this book and the obiects 
I had m w the th D tL stated are f t 

th publ It h b n mp d f th m t p t th 
ndtfmjd]; nt dth last p t 

ftwnt a d If tw ttthpb 

I h b 1 1 k n h ty n th t a unt Ih t t 

full liberty to exhaust hia powers of satire upon it ; and, so far 
from being offended at the freedom of bis strictures, I will 
thank him for pointing out defects which I may thus, learn to 
amend in future. 

It is inj purpose to cont n h torj f A n B f 
the time of his duel with H m It t th t t h d th 11 
last days of that remarkabl man t m t m p t 
better field for romance tha lis 1 At 11 I 

it is one that is yet uut dd n nd th f p a 

interest in itself which maj th d t 1 k ny 

deficiency of plot or any f It f tjl ih t w Id fh se 
challenge his criticism. 

'L'HE AUTHOR. 
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AARON BUEB. 



TheflpMt ot vengeaoce bAOi ll^llcnred the dead, 
And doepentd tUa ebadawB tiftt alander bath caat 

Ahl aweep back the niietB TvUtch hiLTa eliroad^ hia 
Ihat tbe Blsrllgbt may ftiU on bis bowtm U last 

Tbe loDK years of exile^ of cEarbnewand^ffoe; 
Tbe eqift-Giduig BnbUghe) tho glury qd biiti^ 
And weep o'er the gtaadenr fi>rsakeTi and low. 

Iho genliia that dazzled—tlie csgle-like mind, 



Ibe spirit of Are ^ackted dona by tbe clay. 

(Hi, tbinli of Ihe age tiat came on m its ligbt 

Wreolwa, wredted on tba ocean— no hnven In slglit, 
His baric going down in Uie tempest alone. 

Ah, leafle htm to slumber, nor, blin^ In your ra^. 



Is boly tbat coYorg lila tieast — 

B to tbe Past— 1«™ bis soni to his Ood. 
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THE RIVALS. 



CHAPTER I. 



I reposed the mighty IV 



In the year 148G, a stranger appeared at the splendid 
court of Fei'tSinand and Isabella. His garb was that of 
one whose circnmstances did not admit of any display, but 
his bearing was as lofty as that of the proudest graadee 
of Spaia. Heroes theraselFes, and tracing back their de- 
scent from a long line of heroic ancestors, the nobles of 
Spain were at that day the haughtiest in Europe ; yet the 
poor sailor moved among them unawed and unabashed. 
His patent of nobility was conferred by the Sovereign of 
sovereigns. Genius stood by at his birth, awd crowned 
the infant in his cradle for immortality. The deep enthu- 
siasm of his character; the vast knowledge he had accu- 
mulated; and, above all, the unmistalcable sincerity of his 
zeal for the church, captivated the pious queen, whose pre- 
judices were soon enlisted in behalf of the Genoese, and 
whose clear judgment readily comprehended the possibility 
of success in the mighty undertaking to which he had come 
to <iTge the sovereigns of Aragon and CastHe. The king 
2 (13) 
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14 THE RIVALS, 

turneiJ*a colder ear to his pleading. Gvanada was still held 
by tho Moors, and the stars of the Orescent still floated 
above the palace of the Alhambra. Anxious as the qneen 
was to aid in carrying <jut the conceptions of the great 
iiaTigator, she could find no sufficient answer to the argu- 
ments of her politic husband, who insisted that the safety 
of their united kingdoms imperatively demanded the re- 
conqnest of Granada, and that the most acceptable service 
they could render to God would be to drive the followers 
of a false religion from the land they had obtained by 
violence and desecrated by idolatry. Years went by The 
conquest of the Moors had been achieved, and the Prophet 
was no longer worshiped in Granada. The long contest, 
however, had exhausted the treasury, and the cautious 
Ferdinand found in the poverty of the exchequer a new 
answer fo the solicitatious of his queen. At length, the 
high hearted Isabella, fuily alive to the glory of so grand 
an enterprise, proposed to pledge her jenels to raise the 
requisite amount. From the mortification of this step she 
was saved by the generosity of one of her subjects. San- 
tangel advanced the money, and on the 3d day of August, 
1493, three little vessels set sail from the insignificant port 
of Palos, upon a voyage whoso stupendous results are 
even yet undeveloped. On the night of the eleventh of 
October, land was discovered, and on the twelfth, Christo- 
pher Colnmbua set foot upon an unknown world that had 
for ages slumbered between the waters of the Atlantic and 
the Pa«i3c. 

Tho brilliant success of the (lenoese stimulated other 
nations, and adventurer after adventurer crossed thp seas 
in search of undiscovered lands. Tho continent of North 
America n as repeatedly visited by the English, but no 
permanent settlement was attempted until the year 1601, 
when P rolonv was eslablished at Jamestown. The 
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iTaxt settlement waa at P]jnio«tii in 1G20, by a 'band of 
pilgrims, namberiag one hundred and one. Between tUese 
emigrants and the Spanish conquerors further south there 
WHS a wide difference of character, and a still wiiJer differ- 
ence iu the objects sought to be attained. Tlie Spaniard 
made his way by fire and swovd. Impelled by the lo¥e of 
gold, he set his armed heel oa the naked breasts of mil- 
lions; desolated provinces, and annihilated empires without 
pity or remorse. The English, on the other hand, came as 
tillers of the soil. Actuated by a siacere and fervent piety, 
they sought a home where persecution for opinion's sake 
was unknown, and where they might bend the knee to God, 
unshackled by these legal restraints, which, to them, seemed 
little Ices than blasphemy. In the heart, aa well as upon 
the lips of every one, there abided a holy zeal for the reli- 
gion they had embraced, and for which they abandoned 
the comforts and luxuries of civilized life for a dreary 
abode in the dark wilderness of the West. Wight and 
morning their orisons ascended to Him who holds the winds 
in the hollow of his hand. Night and morning they re- 
peated the solemn anthem, — 

"Be ThoQ our guard and guide! 
Forth from the spoiler's sjna.gogue we go, 
That we may worship where the torrenta flow, 

AqI where the whirlwinds ride " 

Peaceful m thfu inclmations — avaricious neither of gold 
nor estended dommion tJiere was yet among them a read- 
iness to repel violence by violence, and a contemptaons dis- 
regard of danger m every form, that soon impressed upon 
their savage neighboi-a the advantage of cnltivating the 
most friendly relations. Their descendants, born in the 
wilderness, inherited the virtues of their sires, and acquired 
from their pursuits a deeper aversion to restraint Accus- 
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tjmed to liberty the ulighteat press are of a jiie was tn 
ti lerable ^i 1 tl ey instinctively grasped tlieir rifles at the 
baie mention of ju illegal exaction Sach was the ongin, 
and such the chaiacter of the mea fiom whom tbe mate 
iiala of tbis btory have beea diawn 

Gradually thej grew m numbcia and in wealth Ait 
and science biought then gifts to lay upon tlie iltar of the 
infant empite and along the nhole belt of thp Atlantic 
coast the dreaiy foie&t ww metamorphosed into a smiling 
garden Ilitheits nt,j,lccted bj the mother conntrj the 
colomea now became a '.abject of eiine&t debate m the 
Cibinet and I'lrliament of Britain The interest thus 
manifested wonld have been commendable if it hid been 
based upon a parental solicitude for these young commu- 
nities instead of ■» sordid calculation of pound'i shilhncjs, 
tnd pence Ihe amount ot taxation they weie able to 
brai an I thefoim in iihich these taxes shoull be imposed 
weie the subjects of mqmiy As early as 1755 a lesolu 
tion passed the Bntish Pailiameat averting the right to 
laj stamp duties m America Tbe right thus asserted was 
permitted to slumber until llbS when it was foi the farst 
time emboditd in a law The lepeal of this statute in the 
following jear and its re enactment dimng the yeai after 
wards exhibit a degiee of vacillation that must be attu 
buted to a co n scion sue i>a of wung Teai after year the 
disputes between Britain and hei colonies became moie 
aciimouious, until the month of April 1115 when the bat 
ties ( f Lexington and Loncoid put an end to all hope Df 
a peaeelnl attoi moUtion 
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CHAPTER 11. 



At the [leriod to which we have brought the roadci-, 
there was a slender and delicate boy residing in the family 
of his brother-in-law, in the town of LitchSeld, Connec- 
ticut, almost wholly unknown beyond the circle of his im- 
mediate friends and relatives, and scarcely appreciated at 
his just value even by them. Left an orphan while he was 
yet in his nurse's arms, he became the inheritor of a con- 
Biderable estate, and the baaefnl privilege of regulating his 
conduct according to the bent of his own inclinations. At 
the early age of sixteen, he graduated at Princeton Col- 
lege, in his native State, and soon afterwards devoted him- 
self to the study of history — particularly those portions 
which detailed the acliievements of the great military com- 
manders who had from time to time played their busy parts 
npon the theater of the world. Even at that day he fore- 
saw that a period was at hand when his country would 
need all the knowledge thus acquired, and shaped his 
studies in accordance with the dictates of patriotism. Too 
young to fake any part in the discnssions to which the 
alarming enactments of the British Parliament gave rise, 
he yet made himself familiar with all the points of the 
controversy, and his resolution to peril life and fortnne in 
the cause of the colonists was the result of a deliberate 
conviction that justice was on their side. The battle of 
Lexington, followed in less than two months by that of 
Banker's Hill, hurried him away to Camhindse, where the 
2« (IT) 
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AmeiicaJi aimy was thtii eDi,a,up(d I'osse siii,, ull the 
theoretical knowledge neLessarj to maUe in accoioijlished 
soldier he was wholly without eipeiience anJ the h gli 
jde*i he had krmel ot the order and disciplne esseitial 
in in army were ^iievouslj 6ho(.Led by the license of the 
raw mihtii upon whom the colonies chiefl} depended to 
cairy them sauce &iully thiough a bloody eunteat w tli the 
mightiest empue of Lurope ^\hat such tioops caa ac 
complish when animated by an aideiit love ot libcity is 
even yet a mj&teiy to the mere tactician ind it is not to 
be wondered at that at a time when regular aimies alone 
decitied the fate of nitions a j outh like Aaron Luri should 
have indulfced in gloomy foiebod ngs, «hen foiced to wit- 
ness the idJenet.'^ confuiioc ani dibaipution that pervaded 
eveiy lank of llie eaily Coutmcatal ttoops. Their courage, 
their oneigy, and then puttiotism beknewto be unquestiou- 
able ; but, reasoiiiug from the result of military opei'ations 
in former times, his heart sickened at the coavictioa that 
these high qualities might serve no other purpose than to 
give a bloodier character to the struggle, So great was 
bis mental disquietude at the total waut of subordination 
and training among the men, that shortly after his arrival 
in camp he was stietched upon a sick bed, and for the first 
time in his life suffered for the want of those physical comforla 
that wealth is generally able to purchase for the invalid. 

The career of the soldier is a hard one at best. The 
daily drillings, long marches, incessant fatigae duties, and 
often hunger and thirst, are but a portion of the evils 
he has to encounter. When the body sinks, as it some- 
times must, under these heavy assaults, he is thrown into a, 
hospital, surrounded by a hundred groaning comrades, as 
if to add to his sufferings, by compelling him to witness 
the agonies of his friends. When an array is in the field, 
these hospitals are noUiing more than largo tents, wberu 
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the meu are placed upou beds of blankets, in long ro^s, 
tlirongh which the surgeon passes once or twice a day, 
making hasty prescriptions as he goes, that the hospital 
steward administers or not according to hia own coutc- 
nience. There was enough in this beginning to have 
damped the ardor of a less enthnsiaBtic patriut; but so 
far from any wavering in the cause in which ho had em- 
harked, Burr seemed only to gather a fresher determina- 
tion to endure all, and peril all for his country. In a few 
days he exhibited to his astonished comrades one of those 
remarkable instances of the mastery of mind over matter 
— of the mental over the physical man, which sometimes 
astonishes the discijiJe of ^scuKpius Tossmg on a 
feverish bed, he overheaid a conversation between two 
officers of his acquaintance tiom nhioh he gatheied the fact 
that Benedict Arnold was preparing an expedition for the 
invasion of Canada and the captuie of Qaebec. The 
news acted hke healing medicine on his debilitated frame, 
and, rising from his bed, he announced his purpose to join 
the expedition. Keraonstiances were in vain The com- 
mands, and then the entreaties of his uncle and guardian, 
were alike in vain. All the kindly arguments uf friends 
and relations were answered in a spirit equally kind ; but 
his determination was unshaken. 

."You are not well enough to leave your room," urged 
his physician. 

"I will bo to-morrow," was l!ie reply. 

He did leave it. By a mere effort of will he shoot off 
disease as a loose garment, and, enfeebled and emaciated 
as he was, went forth to brave hardships and dangers 
from which the stoutest frame and the boldest heart might 
have shrunk without disgrace. 

In the early days of the French Revolution, when courier 
after courier was arriving at Paris with the news of some 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



20 I'HK RIVALS. 

foi'fcresR tal;eii by the enemy or some battle lost, instead of 
yielding to despondency, tlie National Assembly resolved 
"that the armies of France shall win yictovies." The 
nations of Europe laughed at the seeming folly of the re- 
solution, but their smiles were soon changed to tears. The 
soldiery read it at first with astonishment, and then with 
enthusiasm. They, too, resolved to win rictories, and from 
that day triumph after triumph gilded the banners of France 
until a whole continent trembled at her frown. So in indi- 
Yidnal life, more than half our battles for existence are won 
by courage and determination alone. Many more victims 
haye been destroyed by fear, or rather weakness, than by 
all the diseases, combined, to which the human system is 
subject. There is an Eastern story which represents a 
countryman meeting the EtII Spirit and entering into 
conversation with him ; — 

"Where are you going?" asked the countryman. 

" I am going to the city," was the reply, " to destroy t«n 
thousand of its inhabitants." 

Six months afterwards they again met. The country- 
man reproached him, saying : — 

"Thoa lying Spirit, thon didst say thou wert going to 
the city to destroy ten thousand of its inhabitants, whereas 
thou didst slay sixty thousand." 

"Not so, my friend," was the reply. "I killed my ten 
thousand only. Fear destroyed the remainder." 

The fable was founded upon a deep knowledge of the 
wonderful organization of man. Hundreds, to whom me- 
dical science brought no relief, have risen from the brink 
of the grave simply because they were determined not to 
die. Aaron Burr, who had never been blessed with robust 
health, and who was then suffering from the effects of recent 
fever, took his place by the side of the rough frontier men, 
to wliom hardship had l)ecn a fiitnilar companion ffora in- 
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fancy, and the strongest among them was equaled in iron 
endurance l)y the stripling boy. 

On the twentieth of September, Arnold'a command sailed 
from Newburjport to the mouth of the Kennebec, where 
tliey found a number of light batteanx prepared to aid 
their ascent of the stream. Riyer and forest were alike 
unknown to the desperate adventurers. The hum of com- 
merce had never been lieard upon the waters of the one, 
nor the footprints of civilized man pressed the rich mold 
that had been gathering for centuries beneath the dark 
shadows of the other. StretcMng far away to the St. 
Lawrence were thicket and brake ; the stunted undergi'owth, 
and the lofty tree, presented their rough barriers to the 
advance of the troops, and exacted a heavy toll in toil aud 
suffering from the worn and wearied soldiery. Onward, 
Btill onward, throngli snow and ice; through the dense 
shadows that the noonday sun had never brightened, that 
patriot band pressed upon their desperate errand. After 
» time the natural difficulties of a march throngh the pierc- 
ing sleet and the pathless forest were iiicrensed by another 
and a mightier foe. Gaunt hunger brought its troops of 
gnawing demons, to wither the strength and crush the 
spirit that danger and fatigue had failed to conquer. Boat 
after boat, containing the provisions and ammunition of 
the little army, was lost among the unlcnown I'apids and 
dangerous obsti-uctiona of the stream. Hitherto the men 
had marched along the bank, drawing occasional supplies 
from the boats, but they had now reached a point where it 
was necessary to strike into the forest; and, as they were 
destitute of a transportation train, the little provision that 
was left was abandoned The presence of so large a body 
frightened the game to mpre distant haunts. The cold 
and the snow bad driven the feathered tribe to their shel- 
tered nests, and silence, deep and dread, brooded OT.!r ihe 
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gloomy wilderness. Af Ighd p dth 

masters on tlie expedit A f pt 1 w d d 

on tlie march. This w th 1 tl f d d wh 

it was exhausted, othe p d t w tit Am 1 

all these trials, the boy It wh had I d 

the lap of lusury, ac trndtthmtdl tf 
and to pillows of the ft t t 1 j w th d g 

of cheerful firmness wh h 1 It I th Ij t 

of wondering comment m g h ir ng m ad 

"Coino,"!iQ said on one occasion to Matthias Ogden, 
afterwards a colonel in the revolationary array, "come. 
Mat, to my camp-fire to-night and partalte of my sapper," 
Supposing that he had really something to eat, Ogden 
gladly accepted the invitation, a.ud, at the appointed time, 
was punctual in his attendance. He fonnd Burr engaged 
in boiling something in an old tin bucicet, over a hnge 
wood fire, which, on inspection, turned out to be the top 
of one of his boots. " Let us eat," be remarked, in a cheer- 
ful tone, when he judged the cooking process had been 
sufficiently prolonged to extract whatever of snbatance the 
tough leather contained. "We have both partaken of 
more savory suppers, but no French cook will ever invent 
a seasoning for hia soup to equal the relish that starva- 
tion gives to this filthy slop," 

On another occasion, while trudging along by the side 
of a sturdy backwoodsman, cheering and encouraging the 
men, who were drooping under the weight of privations 
whose termination tliey couM not see, he observed the eyes 
of the soldier following his movements with wondering 
astonishment. 

"How does it happen, Mr. Bun-," at length he said, 
"that you are the most cheerful man among us, when a few 
days ago I would have sworn that ten such striplings as 
you are would have perished if called upon to endnre ono- 
haif I can undergo F" 
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"Tou would liare been riglit, Crosby, ia one respect at 
least If we were leriiiiied to dig trenches, thiow up 
breastworks, or perform any other duty demandiug the 
exercise of phj^ical stieu^tb, I shonld sink frum exhaus 
tion before you would begin to feel the effects of fatigue 
I"iom early boyhood I accustomed myself to long and 
tuesome walks, and believing that it would facilitate the 
acquisition of knowledge I adopted and rigidly adhered 
to the rule of linuff on (he smallest possible quantity of 
food, so that the ills we aie now 'iuflcnng are precisely 
those I am best fitted to bear Let me add, too, that there 
IS a giedt deal in a firm resulution to dnve away every ap- 
pruach to despondency. Tiy it, I am sure the happiest 
effects will follow." 

"I have tried it," was the reply, "and it does not ease 
the pangs of hunger." 

That night Crosby complained of great drowsiness, and, 
as soon as the fire was lighted, stretched himself on bis 
blanket before the cheerful blaze. There was nothing to 
eat, and Burr soon followed his example. Sleep, the 
sweet sleep which is almost always the reward of toil and 
temperance, fell upon him. No fearful dream disturbed his 
repose. Ko nightmare warned him that man's most dreaded 
foe was crouching by his side. The morning reveille roused 
him from his long repose, and he shuddered to find his arm 
encircling a lifeless corpse. The strong man had passed 
away. The sinewy frame had withered at the touch of 
hunger; and his boy-comrade, dragging the cold body a 
Jittle ways off, spread his blanket over it, heaped upon that 
a mound of snow and ice, and left him to his cold and 
lonely sleep in the gloomy woods. 

Thus day after day rolled off, until, at the end of a little 
more than seven weeks, the gaunt and famine -stricken rem- 
nant of that gallant troop caught sight of the battlements 
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of Quebec. They had performed a march unparalleled in 
the annals of the world. One-half of their number had 
perished by the way, and the hollow cheeks and sunlieu 
eyes of the remainder told a terrible tale of suffering no 
pen is adequate to record. 

In sight of Quebec, Arnold made o careful inspection of 
his command and even that daring leader who ri shed to 
battlo as tho tiger ru'ihes to its bloody banquet was ^Diced 
to abandon the i>i of an immed ate assault upon the 
enemj worls with the spectial forms about him To 
t-onimunicate with (rencral Montgomery and obtain lis 
CO operation w^3 the only course If would be honor 
enough foi th'^t len nant of an armi originally only eleven 
hundred strong to maintain it*, po ition until succor ar 

To open a commun cation with Montgomei-y it was ne 
ceistiy that the agent selected for that purpce should 
traverse one hmdied and twenty miles of a teiritory 
peojled hy foes whose vigilance wis aicased and whose 
fears were excited to the ntmobt by the appearance of a 
host le army from a wilderness hitherto deemed in passable 
Aaron Burr was selected by his comiQandcr as the one best 
fitted for the task. Heretofore he had given unmistakable 
evidence of courage, firmness, and endurance. Now he 
was called upon for the exercise of higher qualities. — self- 
composure, tact, skill, and sagacity ; these, and these alone, 
could avail him. Disguising himself in the coarse robes of 
a Catholic priest, he went directly to a convent of the order 
of St. Francis, and, knocking at the gates, demanded ad- 
mittance and shelter from the peltinga of the pitiless storm 
that was raging without. The shades of night had fallen 
npon the earth ; the air was filled with flakes of enow; and 
this, together with the cowl drawn closely about his head, 
eifeetu ally concealed his features from the prying gaze of the. 
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aervitors who answered his summons at the gate. What- 
ever may be said of the Catholie clerg^j in other respects, 
it is certain that the duties of hospitality are araoug the 
last they have ever beea linown to neglect. The doors of 
their religious houses, ia all ages and m all countries, have 
been open to the weary and heavy laden. Nowhere and 
at no time have hunger and suffering appealed to them in 
vain. The young priest, as he was supposed to be, was 
ushered to the private room of the Superior, and all the 
eonrent could supply of refreshments was ordered for his 
use, before a question was asked as to his namf, his busi- 
ness, or his destination. After the grateful meal was 
concluded, and the attendants had left the apartment, the 
Superior for the first time manifested a desire to learn 
something raore of his gnest than that he was a tired and 
a hungry man, 

" You are very young, sir," he said, in a tone of inquiry, 
"to have taken holy orders." 

"It is a secret I purpose to confide to your keeping; and 
I do so the more cheerfully from having been taught long 
ago that he who trusts to the honor of a Catholic priest is 
as safe as if his words were only breathed to the mountain 
roch." 

His gnae rested upon the features of the monk so in- 
tensely, while speaking, that it seemed as if he had power 
to nnvail the very thoughts within his bosom. The good 
father felt the influence of that glance that in after years, on 
the battle-field, at the bar, and in the fierce partisan conflicts 
that followed the Revolution, never failed to awe an enemy 
or to cheer a friend. Large, dark, and lustrous, there was 
no passion that eye could not express, no mood it could not 
subdue. When he chose, it was soft and melting as that of 
the cooing dove. When angry passions stirred his soul, it 
flashed with a lightning glare, before which the boldest 
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quailed. No secret was safe; no cunning was proof against 
its magical power. Men's minds were to him an open book, 
wherein he reaii whatever he wished to learn ; and craft and 
hypocrisy with all their manifold iits tried in viin to be- 
wildei 01 deceive him The piicst instinctively dien the 
hood 04 ei his face foi none )f us like to find that another 
b becoming too familiii with oui secret thoughts 

" 1 on hive, ' he answered been tancht aii^bt my son. 
All hnman errori na\, all hnman cr mes save onlj thnt of 
sacrilege may find a safe depos torj in the humblest ser- 
vant of our holy chuich let I do not nndeistand how 
this can ) e of iny present inteie&t to ysu \our looks be- 
lie you greatly, if you have sinned so deeply as to doubt of 
forgiveness." 

"My crime, father, is not against divine, but against hu- 
man law. I am a soldier, not a priest. A traitor to the 
English crown, and a sworn foe to its government. It rests 
with you to determine how soon I may become a victim to 
its tyranny. If you aid me, I hope to accomplish a great 
mission. If you refuse, that mission may be terminated by 
a halter." 

The Superior was a Frenchman, and therefore a heredi- 
tary enemy to England. He was a Catholic, and therefore 
felt bound to wage an eternal war against the power that 
had dealt snch terrible blows at his church. He was a 
man, and the genuine enthusiasm which sparkled in every 
feature of Bun-'s face won its way to his heart, and from 
that hour the young adventurer had a friend no misfortune 
could drive from his side. Resting his head upon his hand, 
it was several minutes before the monk made any response 
to the frank communication he had received. 

" I will serve you," at length he said, " to the extent of 
my ability. But to render that service efi'ectual, you must 
trust me fully. Half confidences are almost always danger- 
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ous, and tlie parties to them not unfrequently liiid tbem- 
Eelres unintentionally ploying at cross purposes." 

"Such is my own judgment, father; and if you will give 
me yonr attention for one hnlf-hoar, yoti shall know all." 

Burr then rapidly reconntcd the causes which led to the 
Araericai] Eevolution ; described the sceue at Lexington, 
and the battle of Bunker Hill. In words of fire he related 
the daring scheme tliat Arnold had formed of penetr.iting 
the wilderness, and storming the heights of Quebec, at a 
season of the year when the extreme cold would prevent 
any reinforcements from reaching the garrison. The dan- 
gers and miseries over which the American force had thus 
far trinmphed were concisely stated, and he ended by in- 
forming his astonished auditor that lie was charged with a 
verbal message to Montgomery, without whose co-opera- 
tion success was impossible and all that had been accom- 
plished would be worse than profitless. 

It was a scene worthy the pencil of one of the great 
Italian masters. The venei'ablc priest, his form bent and 
his locks whitened by the frosts of seventy winters, leaning 
his elbows npon the tabic and listening in rapt attention to 
the boy orator and soldier, while lie gave voice to a peo- 
ple's wrongs, and proclaimed their unalterable purpose to 
conquer, or perish in the attempt. The varied play of his 
features gave evidence of the mingled feelings which were 
struggling within him. The film of age passed from his 
eye, and when the narrative ended, he struck his hand upou 
the table with uncanonical energy and exclaimed, — 

" You will conquer, my son I Such men are ever victors. 
A people animated by the love of liberty, and endowed 
with the courage and energy yon have already exhibited, 
require little training to become invincible. The colonies 
are lost to Britain." 

"I rnjoice, father, to bear you speak so hopefully of our 
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cause. To the over-wise and the fearful it looks dark 
enough. I)o I trespass on forbiddea ground by inquiriiig 
if you have always heen a priest V 

"No. In my youth I bore arms in a cause less holy 
than yours. The wild excitement of battle, the gloom of 
defeat, and the fierce joy of victory, have been experienced 
in turn ; and none of them are entirely forgotten, thongli 
years of penitence and prayer have done much to blot out 
their footprints. But it avails not to recur to such thicga 
now. By morning 1 will find a messenger who shall bear 
your tidings to General Montgomery." 

" Pardon me, reverend sir, I must be that messenger my- 
self." 

"You I Why if you could elude the British scouts, who 
will be sure to be on the watoli to intercept any communi- 
cation between the two American commanders, you could 
not bear the fatigue and exposure that must be undergone ; 
and if jou attempt it, your slight frame wi!l wither before 
half the distance is accomplished." 

"You forget that I have just traversed five timea that 
distance through an unpeopled wilderness, and may well 
consider the journey before me as a pleasure trip in com- 
parison. Eemember, too, that my honor as a soldier ia 
involved. I have no right to transfer to another a duty 
assigned to me. Whether ho failed or succeeded, men 
would call mo coward, if they did not name me traitor. It 
was not for such a purpose that I sought your convent. 
Only give me the information you possess of the country, 
the woods, and the people, and I shall go on my way with 
a light heart and a grateful memory of your kindness." 

Father Pierre made no immediate answer. He was ab- . 
sorbed in thought. His lips moved, but no sound escaped 
them. The furrows on his brow deepened, and it was evi- 
dent that his eye took in no object distinctly. His revprie 
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lasted so long that Burr began to be doabtful and impa- 
tient. He felt greatly relieved when at last the old man 
said, — 

"I believe you are right. At least, I am sure that at 
your age I should have reasoned as you do. Leave all 
your preparations to mo ; it is past the tenth hour, and you 
must bo stirring early. Here is yoar chamber." 

So saying, he opened the door of a little room, appropri- 
ately denominated a closet, and pointing to a low couch, 
wliich was almost its only furniture, bestowed upon the 
youth his blessing, and left him to repose. Seating him- 
self at the table from which his guest had risen, he was 
for some time engaged in self-communion. Then he 
touched a small silver bell, and said to the servitor who 
answered it, — 

T 11 r I th 1 1 Id speak to him " 
V y It een forty-fire and fifty years of 

ag t d th m d bent one knee respeetfally to 
th S I H w bout the medium height, broad in 

th h t d 1 the limbs. Years had taken away 
th 2 y! ht fh s step, but tliere wag not the least 

s g f 1 y tl ly form, that accorded well with 

tl b U d d t d ast of his features. 

R R 1 lb afed. If I remember rightly, I 
h h I y m t the treaty which ceded Canada 

t E gl d 

I f c;ht d M tcalm," replied the man, his eyes 
gl w ct w th th 11 tion, "and J hope it is no sin to 

1 g f t m t when France shall send lis such 

a th I 3 t b k tie chain that galls us." 

P 11 d leader here, my good Raoul; bnt 

th h m y b b k nevertheless. The English colo- 
n tl b d 1 revolted. If Canada unites with 

th It t t phis certain." 
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" Hope it not, father. Their raw levies and liaif-arined 
militia will be swept away like cbafE by the British regulars.' 

"Your own experience should have tanght joii better 
Raoul, for you Iiave seen these same raw levi^ save a Brit- 
ish army from utter annihilation." 

"So 1 did, in the woods and among the mountain glens. 
On the open plain the resalt would have been widely differ- 
ent. George Washington and his rangers would not have 
stood ten minutes before the same troops whose Sight they 
that day guarded." 

"I doubt it; but let it be granted. What is there to 
compel George Washington now to risk pitched battles on 
open fields ? The mountain and the wood still offer their 
protection, and if he is followed there, Braddock'a story 
may be rewritten on a bloodier page." 

"I hope you are nearer to the mark than I am. I know 
that whatever one strong arm can do to drive the British 
lions from America, will be gladly tried. Point out the 
way, and yon will have no cause to murmur sit my .supine- 

" There was a young priest who songht our halls for 
shelter, to-night. Did you mark him well ?" 

"1 saw not his features, and only noted his feeble and 
delicate appearance. It did not seem to nie that he could 
have borne the peltings of the storm much longer." 

" Therein you are iu error. That boy has just performed 
a journey that would have taxed your strong frame to the 
ntmost. no is a soldier, attached to the troops now en- 
camped before Quebec, and bears dispatches to General 
Montgomery, lie needs a guide who, to eouroge and dis- 
cretion, adds a perfect knowledge of the country. There 
is not a man in Canada so well fitted for the task as yon 
are, and I have sent for you to request that you will un- 
dertake it." 
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"Your I'evei'eiice'a lightest wish is law to mo. When my 
comrades, deemiuj^ life extinct, left me stretched upon a 
bloody plain, you had me carried from the field, and nursed 
me as if I had been your brother, until hoallh and strength 
returned. When the wars ended, and the soldier, unfit for 
civil employment, was thrown upon a selfish world, yoa 
gave me shelter; you taught me how to earn my bread, and 
saved me from becoming a mendicant The hand and brain, 
of Raoul Audigier are therefore yonrs by a double title. 
Whatever yoa command shall be done', if mortal man may 
effect it." 

"Perform this service well, Raoul, and I will hold you 
acquitted of any debt you may suppose you owe me." 

"No, father, no. This i? a bervice in which my wishes 
go with yours. Gladly on my own account will I pilot the 
young A merieau to Montreal. Gladly will I stand by him 
in the battle's front I hare an old grudge against the 
banner that floats above the walls of Quebec, and I would 
give ten years of life to tear it down. You must think of 
something else before we cry quits." 

"Well, ne will talk of that another time. Now leave 
me, and make the needful prepamtions for your journey. 
Before the dawn you must he on the road." 

The Frenchman made a low bow of reverential respect, 
and left the aged priest alone. Placing ivriting materials on 
the table, he indited letter after letter until the convent 
clock told the hour of three. Raoul was then aroused, who 
proceeded to harness two strong ponies to one of the rough 
wagons of the country, while the father awakened his 
sleeping guest 

When everything waa ready for Burr's departure. Father 
Pien^3 placed in his hands the packet of letters he had 
passed the night in writing. 

" Here," he said, "are letters to every religious house on 
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joar route If anytliing should befall you, and yon need 
assistance, apply withoat hesitation to the nearest one. It 
will not be needful to repeat all you have communiGated to 
me, though you may do so safely. My letters will insure 
you a hearty welcome, and whatever protection they can 
gi^e." 

Bnrr was not ashamed, Protestant though he was, to 
bend his knee to the frozen ground to receive the benedic- 
tion of the kind-hearted priest. It was earnestly bestowed 
both upon Burr and liia guide, and the two drove off over 
the trackless snow at a pace which placed many miles be- 
tween them and the convent before the sun made hia ap- 
pearance in the east. 

The first care of our hero was to learn something of the 
temper and character of hia guide, whose features he had 
not yet seen, and whose raany robes of fur hid even the 
outlines of his athletic form. A few brief questions led to 
more general conversation, and Burr was surprised to find 
that the man who now acted in a capacity scarcely removed 
from that of servant was endowed with an intellect of high 
order, improved and strengthened by education; to which 
was added a knowledge of the world far deeper than he 
himself could claim. He waited impatiently for the ap- 
pearance of daylight, in order to judge how far the counte- 
nance of the man would remove or confirm the impression 
his conversation had made. The snow-storm had ceased. 
The wind no longer swept over the dreary waste, hnt the air 
was filled with frost, and the rays of the bright stars which 
penetrated to the cold earth seemed as if frozen by the 
way, and hung l^ke glittering icicles from the arched vault 
above. Onward, through the deep snow, sped the tough 
and wiry horses; and exultingly, in the still night air, 
sounded the voice of Baoul Andigier, as he narrated the 
wild adventures and the obstinate battles in which he had 
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borue a part, when the lilies of France waved over the 
province of Canada and along the banks of the Ohio, 

"It was in the year '55, before your birth, as I should 
judge," he said, " wlien Braddock, at the head of a gallant 
army, came to drive ns from a little fort we had erected at the 
junction of the Allegliaiiy and the Mouongahela. We had 
early noLieo of his movements, and formed at leisure our 
plans for interrupting his march. It was in the month of 
July, and the sun came soorehingly down, even through the 
leafy covert where we lay in ambush. Afar off we saw the 
seailet uniforms and blight mnskets of the Britiah regulars 
flashing in the sunbeams and over fhem the lion banner 
floating in sttrn and haughty defiance Mj heart was 
softer then thin it his become iftei unfleigoinc; the hard 
knocks of more thin tventy years and although they 
were foef I felt a cold sensation ciecp over me as I 
wati-hed theni moving unconatiously upon certain destruc 
tion Theie were no scouts in fiont none upon the flanks, 
and to ciown thu madness and foUj of ill h s dispositions 
Braddock had placed the Tirginia Hangers in the rear, and 
assigned the advance to a body of light horse, utterly un- 
fit for service in the thick woods and among the mountain 
gl n W not OTer eight hundred and fifty strong, 

and hal n o t mainly for the purpose of delaying the 
E t h ma 1 When our commander, Be Beaujen, ob- 
se 1 tl e d n which Braddock was approaching, he 
CO n a ly dit the evidence of his own senses. Very 
El on tn o tl e of our scouts came up from either flank 
and made hurried reports. A glad smile lighted up his 
featnres, and, turning to an otBcer who stood near, he said, — 
'They have given ns a victory, Bienville, when I only 
hoped to give them a check. Reserve your fire until you 
hear a rifleshot on the right. That gallant army is 
doomed,' 
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"A deep ravine to the right was lined bj oar Indian 
allies, and there De Eeanjba hastened, to restrain their im- 
patienee until the enemy were completely ia the toils. 
Steadily, ia firm order, the English veterans carao on. 
Nothing had occurred to aronse their suspicions, and al- 
though within thirty yards of ns, they did not dream of a 
lurking foe. The sharp craclc of a rifle now rang through 
the forest, and the officer who led the advance tumbled 
from his horse. Before its echoes died away, a heavy vol- 
ley in front, and from either flank, was poured upon the 
astonished soldiery, and a yell arose as wild and terrible as 
if a thousand fiends had broken loose from the regions of 
the damned. The advance guard was annihilated by that 
destructive fire. Still Braddock pressed on at the head of 
his main body, in the vain hope of closing with ns and ter- 
minating the contest by the bayonet In attempting to 
deploy into line, they were thrown in confusion by the ine- 
qualities of the ground. At the same moment a leaden 
hail was showered upon them from three sides at once, and 
again the wild yell of the Indian warriors shook the forest 
and reverberated among the mountains. Nobly and bravely 
did England's soldiers that day maintain the high character 
they had acquired in many a stern encounter; but what 
could human courage do against an unseen foe, whose 
deadly volleys it was impossible to return ? They were 
broken at length — rallied, re-formed again and again, only 
to be again and again broken by the messengers of doom 
that continually went forth from our secret covert. 

"Up to this time it had been a massacre, rather than a bat- 
tle ; but now the rangers came up from the rear and threw 
themscives between us and the bleeding ranks of the luckless 
regulars. The face of affairs was instantly changed. They 
understood the warfare of the woods as well as we did, and 
were fettered by no foolish belief in the possibility of prac- 
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ticiug the tactics of Europe in the wilds of America. 
Promptly availing themselves of every sheltering object, 
thej returned our fire with fatal effect De Beanjeu was 
mortally wounded, and our advance bo much checked, that 
the shattered remnant of Braddock's army was enabled to 
recross the Monongahela. But for Washington and his 
Rangers, not one British soldier would have escaped to tell 
the disastrous tale of that day's battle. As it was, they 
lost all their baggage, artillery, and munitions, and our In- 
dian allies carried seven hundred and fifty scalps into Fort 
Du Quesne, as additional trophies of victory." 

In such conversation the time wore rapidly away. Unrr 
was condacted from convent to convent by hia sagacious 
guide, receiving at each one the warm greetings and lavish 
hospitality of its inmates. At Three Rivers they observed 
a number of persons gathered abont the entrance to a pub- 
lic house, engaged in earnest conversation, which they did 
not doubt had reference to Arnold's invasion. To attempt 
to pass would be to create suspicion and insure detection. 
Kaoul drove boldly up to the door and inquired the way to 
the religious house at the place, of which he pretended to 
be ignorant. The confident manner of the man, and the 
priestly vestments of Burr, united to deceive them, and, 
although a few of the group eyed them suspiciously, they 
were permitted to proceed unmolested. 

"Wo have had a naiTOW escape, monsieur," said the 
guide, as soon as they wore out of ear-shot. " For five 
minutes I could distinctly feel the pressure of a rope about 
my neck." 

"Was the danger really so great?" asked Buit. "I 
thought from your tone and manner that it was trivia.." 

"When yon have been knocked about the world, as I 
have been, monsieur, you will learn that half of our suc- 
cess in life depends npon appearances. The philosopher 
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at liis books— tie tiller of the soil, witli qo thought beyond 
the profitable sale of his produce — the soldier in the pres- 
ence of an enemy — the statesman who straggles for power 
and place^even the priest at the nltar, must sometimes 
seem to be what thej are not, or they will be certain to 
encounter much disappointment. There is nothing more 
dangerous than one of those tell-tale faces whieh reveal 
our inmost thoughts as plainly as if they were written in 
a book. If Father Pierre had suspected me of any such 
weakness, he would never have trusted you under my guid- 
ance. I saw in yonder group the man whom, of all others, 
I have most reason to hate. It has been ten years since 
we met, and I have changed more than he has; but the 
quivering of a lip, the floshing of an eye, or any other ap- 
pearance of unusual emotion, would have betrayed me, and 
subjected ua to an examination we might have found it dif- 
ficult to pass through." 

"The examination would have been fruitless," said Burr; 
"for I have nothing that would betray me. The letters 
of Father Pierre are so worded as to remove rather than 
excite suspicion. I have no dispatches or other papers of 
any description." 

"There is beneath that coarse robe," quietly responded 
Raoul, " a brace of pistols, and a broad, two-edged dagger. 
The Catholic clergy arc not usually so well provided with 
offensive arms." 

"lam indeed armed ae you say. How did you koowitf" 

" I should have done poor credit to my training, if, in 
traveling so far, I had failed to discover the testure of your 
under- garments, provided I had deemed it necessary to 
possess myself of the information. In this case, however, 
my knowledge was acquired by a more simple process. 
You have been jolted against me at least a hundred times, 
and I could not help feeling your arma. But here we are 
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at the convent gate, and here we must remain until to-mor- 
ron-. In the mean time, I will find oat what danger is 
ahead of us. " 

The possibility of a considerable detention at this place, 
and the certainty that when he did go, he would be com- 
pelled to leave at an unusual hour and in a clandestine 
manner, made it necessary, in the opinion of Burr, that the 
object of his journey should bo fully explained to the chief 
of the establishment, and accordingly he at once solicited 
the favor of a private interview. 
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The eveniDg niDal had loDg been eoiiclnded, and the 
convent bdls had chimed the hour of nme. Aai'on Burr 
was stil! iu earnest conference with the Superior. A gentle 
tap on the door announced the appearance of a yisitor. 
He was evidently expected, for the door immediately 
opened, and the priest, pointing to a chair, anxiously in- 
quired of the new-comer wliat news he had gathered. 

"The country is aroused and vigilant," briefly responded 
the man, "and patrols of horse are scouring the roads." 

"For what? Heard you for what, Jnlien?" 

" There is a rumor of a rebel army encamped before 
Quebec ; and it is said that rebel emissaries are travelJDg 
in disguise to create disaffection among the people." 

"This is worse," said the monk, thoughtfully; "much 
worse than I expected. You may go, Julien," he con- 
tinued, after a pause, "and partake of some needful re- 
freshment — but first send the guide Eaoul hitiier." 

"We have need of your advice, my son," said the monk, 

when Audigier appeared in obedience to his summons. 

"Julien reports that the country people are alarmed, and 

horse patrols scouring the roads. You, wlio are a soldier 

(38) 
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I, will understand what amount of danger U 
to be anticipated, and what are the best means of avoid- 
ing it." 

"I have been a soldier, father, and remembered so much 
of my old calling as to go out myself on a sconting expe- 
dition this evening, Julien has not reported matters any 
worse than they are." 

" So I feared I so I feared ! What do you adYise ?" 

"It seems to me, father, there is but one thing we can 
do safeiy, and that is, to remain within your walls until the 
patrols have disappeared. They will not molest us here, 
and I hope and believe they will soon get tired of riding 
ahout in such bitter weather as this." 

The monk fully agreed with the guide, but such an ar- 
rangement was exceedingly distasteful to Bnrr, and he pro- 
tested vehemently against it. Every hour lost now, he 
argued, lessened the chances of a glorious termination to 
the campaign. It gave the enemy time to recover from his 
first panic, and, which was of more importance, enabled 
him to add to and strengthen his fortifications. He con- 
tended that the patrols were likely to be Just as vigilant 
some days hence as now, and added, that he felt bound to 
make the attempt to proceed, however great the danger. 
The guide heard him without interruption, and then calmly 
replied,— 

"I acknowledge the force of much you have said, Mon- 
sienr Bnrr, I know the importance of speedily reaching 
Monti-eal, and it is because I do know it that I advise pre- 
sent delay. To proceed now will be to throw yourself into 
the hands of the enemy ; not probably, but certainly. We 
might gain a few hours by starting at night, but the tracks 
left in the snow would enable them to follow at speed, and 
commanding as they could, and would, fresh horses at every 
farm-house oo the road, our escape would be impossible. 
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We must reEQaiD, monsieur, and if your anticipations of 
the coiitianed vigilance of the iiorsemon should prove cor- 
rect, we can take advantage of the first snow-storm which 
will fill up the tracks behind us, and lessen the danger by 
that much at least. I am persuaded, however, that mnch 
more will be gained. The people of the country have no 
heart for this business, and the British horse, who have 
nothing more than vague suspicion to animate them, will 
soon find, in the severity of the weather, a sufficient excuse 
for leaving the road and betaking themselves to more com- 
fortable quarters."' 

The arguments of the guide were warmly seconUed by 
the priest, and Burr was compelled to submit to an 
arrangement he could not alter. Having consented to 
remain, he did not, as so many men would have done, see 
fit to render it disagreeable to his host by an exhibition of 
fretful impatience. On the contrary, during the three days 
of his eaforceii detention he seemed to forget his warlike 
mission entirely, ami directed the conversation into chan- 
nels the most familiar and the most agreeable to his hear- 
ers. Upon subjects of philosophy and religion, he was at 
home; and the good fathers were astonished as much by 
the subtlety of his reasoning as by the extent and variety 
of his learning. 

Every night Raoul communicated the information he 
had gathered during the day. On the third evening, after 
his usual report, he said, — 

"The coast is nearly clear, monsieur, and the clonds 
betoken a snow-storm before midnight. If you will ta.ke 
a few hours sleep I will have everything prepared to start 
by the time it sets in." 

Burr was so delighted at the prospect of being again in 
motion, that sleep was banished from his eyelids. He had 
no preparations to make beyond a careful examination of 
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his arms. These were secured in a belt beneath his monk's 
robes, and then he began to pace the floor with a quick 
and ncrvona tread. After awhile he seated himself in a 
chair, and, taking np a Latin volume, tried to pass off the 
time iu reading. His efforts to confine his attention to the 
book were of no avail. The words seemed to run into one 
another, and ho became conscious that, although he had 
turned over a dozen leaves or more, he could not recall a 
single expression, and was ignorant even of the subject 
treated of in the book. Replacing it on the table, ho 
renewed bis walk more rapidly than faofore. Soon his 
steps grew slower. The furrows impatience had made 
upon bis brow disappeared. He had surrendered the 
reins to fancy, and, in the buoyant hopefulness of youth, 
had given form and substance to the dim and shadowy 
events which peopled the future. Distinctly, as on a mari- 
ner's chart, he traced out his own career, and robed it with 
a glory that never comes to bless the imagination of any 
but the young and the inexperienced. He heard upon a 
hundred battle-fields the stirring war-cry, "Give me liberty, 
or give me death !" and sent back from his own lips an an- 
swering echo. Through scones like these — in the midst of 
honors fairly won. — be rose from rank to rank, until he saw 
himself the chosen leader of a band of patriot heroes, 
whose strong arms bad shivered the chains of tyranny, 
and whose bold hearts had led them unflinching through 
fire and blood to the loftiest triumph mortal courage may 
achieve. Then a sweet change came over his dream. The 
stern shonts of contending hosts, the clashing steel, and 
the deep-toned thunder of the artillery are huslicd, and in 
their stead swell the triuraphal anthems which hail a peo- 
ple's champion and proclaim a nation's birth. The ground 
where lately the life-blood of the oppressor and the op- 
pressed was jninglftd in a crimson current, is strewed with 
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flowers; the serried ranks of armed mea are swept away; 
old men and children throng around their dehverer, and, 
move highly prized than all,— 

" From every casement cornea tlie light 
Of women's eyes, bo soft and brigtit! 
Peering ttirough ttie latliceii bars, 
A nearer, dearei-, heayeii of slars." 

Farther, farther still, beyond the final Irinrnph and its glad 
rejoicings, did the yisions of the young enthusiast travel. 
He became the lawgiver of a ransomed continent, and 
under Lis encouragement the lake, the stream, the mount- 
ain, and the plain were peopled by the mighty creations 
of Ecience. Art added its brilliant decorations; music 
and poetry poured their melodies info enraptured ears; 
and, over all, genius spread its radiant wingi, gilding that 
favored spot of earth with the hues of heaven. 

Oil, wisely has an impenetrable curtain been drawn 
between us and the unknown road our footsteps are 
doomed to pass I Oil, wisely has it been decreed that no 
craft, no skill, no exertion can (ear it away I Moving as 
we move, receding as we advance, forever near, yet forever 
beyond our reach, it hides alike the level greensward and 
the quicksand, the triumph and the fail, which await us 
to-morrow. JJo avenging demon stood by the side of 
Aaron Burr to reveal the destiny to come, and to strike 
from fancy's grasp its enchanter's wanij. He was but 
twenty, and he could dream. It has been so ordered that 
all of us, at that age, may dream if wo will, and he is a 
poor, weak fool, who cherishes not the good gift that Pro- 
vidence has bestowed. The narrow-minded devotee of 
mammon may say, and truly, that the brightest vision 
never purchased a loaf of bread or clothed a naked foot; 
but what would King David have said if he had been told 
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to still the swell of grandeur that ahaost sliivered his harp- 
Etriiigs in the cave of AduUam, when the bright dream of 
his fature greataess aad glory flashed upon him ? Or, 
what would old Joha Miltoa hai'e answered, if he had been 
told to chase oS his Tisions of Lucifer's rebellion in hea- 
yen— descead from hia kindred home beyond the stars, aad 
grabble in the miie of earth for sixpence? Tell the sol- 
dier that he must ant dream of victories woa in his coun- 
try's cause , the lawyer, of friendless innocence Tiudicated 
by his eloquence; the gospel preacher, of lost souls re- 
stored to a bleeding Saviour's bosom, — and the soldier 
becomes a mercenary, the lawyer a pettifogging swindler, 
and fhe preacher a heartless hypocrite. Dreams, however 
wild, however extravagant, are the gift of Gud himself. 
Bent in infinite mercy to cheer the darkest hours of the 
desponding, and in infinite wisdom to stimulate the mind 
of man to the grandest and the loftiest of its exertions, 
Kolbing great, notliing good, was ever yet acoomplished 
by him whoso aspirations were bounded by the actua! — 
whose efforts were limited by the probable. 

Aaron Burr was still building castles in the air, when 
Raoul, accompanied by the Father Superior, entered the 
room to announce that the storm had set in, and the hour 
for their departure had arrived. For tlio first tea milea 
or more, their progress was slow. Tho snow, falling in 
flakes as big as a mail's hand, shut out all objects at the 
distance of a few feet from the travelers, and rendered the 
exercise of considerable caution necessary in picking their 
road. The dreary night gave little encouragement to 
eonversatioc, and the silence was only broken by a brief 
question now and then, and an equally brief reply. Jfo 
indication of a pursuit had been observed, aad Burr was 
beginning to flatter himself with the belief that the dan- 
ger was over, when, shortly after crossing a little stream 
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spa.ined by a, covered bridge, his attecitiou was attracted 
by a lumbering noise behind them. 

"What is that?" he asked qaickiy. 

Raou! turned hia head backward for a moment, and 
then replied in a voice indicative neither of alarm nor 
excitement, — 

" It is the sound of horses' feet ou the bridge. We are 
followed, monsieur." 

At tlie same time he applied the lash smartly to the 
spirited ponies, who dashed off at a greatly accelerated 
pace. Holding them steadily to their work, Baoul con- 
tinued, — 

"If they have followed us from Three Rivers tiiej must 
be skillful riders, or their horses will be blown before they 
overtake us. Ours are as strong as when we left the con- 
vent, and will bear up many miles without flagging." 

"Is it not possible," asked Burr, "that thej may bo 
upon some other errand?" 

"Possible, certainly; though there are few errands 
which would draw men from their comfortable beds on 
Bueh a night as this. It is of little moment, however, 
whether they seek us, or whether they have other business. 
We are upon the road under suspicious circumstances, in 
a time of general snopicion, and that is enough to insure 
our arrest if we are overtaken. May I ask, monsieur, 
whether jou propose in that event to surrender, or re- 
sist ?" 

"Resist, by all means!" was the quick and stem re- 
ply. "Resist, and to the death. I will not be taken 
alive." 

"I ara delighted to hear you say so. The fact is, I 
look upon death by a halter as altogether so vulgar and 
disagreeable, that I am afraid I might have been inclined 
to oppose your wishes if yon had decided otherwise. It 
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is better though to avoid the alternative, if it cao be done, 
and, as the horses will require all my attention, I mast 
request you to turn an occasional glance backward, in 
order that ne may get the earliest notice of their ap- 
proach." 

MOe after mile was passed over, and still there was no 
appearance of the pursuing party. Ranul well anderstood 
that they might be in a few hundred yards of him never- 
theless, and he kept his horses at the fastest pace they could 
bear without the risk of breaking down. Tlie storm was 
beginning to abate, and the first streaks of light dappled 
the east, when Burr thought he discovered the dim outlines 
of horsemen in the rear, 

"They are coming," be said. "Had yon not better in- 
crease our speed?" 

"No. They will overtake ns at any rate. It must 
come to a life and death struggle sooner or later, and we 
shall gain some advantage by taking it coolly. Can yon 
make ont how many there are ?" 

"I see but three." 

"Three only! Tlsere must have been more when they 
started, and some have broken down by the way." 

For two miles further the horses were kept at the same 
steady paee. Tlie day bad grown brighter, and the snow 
was falling less rapidly than it had been. 

"They are gaining on us," said Burr, "bat it is very 
slowly. It will be an hour before they can overtake na, 
even at our present rate of traveling." 

"Do you see no more than three now, monsieur f" 

"There are no more." 

"Tl tl 1 II f 

S J 1 Ithiddh talw trot, 

droi p d tl b fl 1 b f 1 1 Id d 1 ted 
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" Get your arms ready, monsieur, and use thera promptly. 
Not only our own lives, but the fate of Quebec depends upon 
getting the first fire." 

A few minutes only elapsed before the pursuers galloped 
alongside and sternly ordered thera to halt Raonl eom- 
plied, sullenly inqniring for what purpose peaceful travelers 
were thus interrupted on their jonrney. 

"Ah, Monsieur Audigierl" answered the leader of the 
party, "it seems you have forgotten an old acquaintance. 
You might have remembered Cornet (now Captain) Robert 
Campbell, of His Majesty's Dragoons, and saved your- 
self the trouble of asking for his authority." 

"I remember," said the Frenchman, with a knit brovr 
and a flashing eye, "that you shot down my brother by my 
side, and that you treated me liko a dog when I was a help- 
less prisoner under your charge ; but I did not know that 
these acts gave yon authority to arrest me, or my com- 
panion, on the highway. Where is your warrant ?" 

" Oh 1" replied Campbell, drawing a pistol from his hol- 
ster, "it is seldom that I am unprepared with a sufBcient 
warrant for the arrest of a traitor and a spy." 

Quick as lightning, Raoul thrust a hand in his bosom — 
in a moment a loud report shook the morning air, and Ro- 
bert Campbell fell without a groan to the ground. The 
ball had touched his heart. Almost at the same time 
Burr's pistoi was discharged, desperately wounding another 
of the dragoons. The remaining one seeing how it had 
fared with his comrades, hastily returned the fire, and, 
wheeling his horse, betook himself to flight. Two shots 
were discharged after him, by one of which his horse wa,s 
BO badly wounded that, at the distance of one hundred 
yards, he stumbled and fell. 

"That will do," said Baonl, coolly drawing on his 
gloves. "Before he can procure assistance and put an- 
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other pack of blood hounds on our trail we fbdl be far 
enougli bejond danger from pursuit." 

It turned out as he predicted, and the remainder of the 
journey was unvaried hj accident or adventure. Enter- 
ing Monti'eal, Burr proceeded directly to tlie headquar- 
ters of General MoEtgomery, to make Ms report. That 
gallant ofBcer, charmed by the address and daring of the 
young volunteer, conferred upon him the military rank of 
captain, and assigned him a place on his own staff. 

That the reader may clearly understand the events just 
narrated, it may be necessary to esplain that when Raoul 
Audigier drove off from the inn door at Three Rivers, he 
was mistaken in supposing that he had not been recognized 
by his old enemy, Captain Campbell. It is true, tliat indi- 
vidual could not at the moment recall his name, or the time 
and place where they had met ; but both the face and the 
voice were familiar to him, and he kept thinking and tax- 
ing his memory until the truth flashed upon him. By that 
time Raou! and Burr were safe in the convent. Now Cap- 
tain Campbell had very little respect for either priests or 
convents, and would not have hesitated to make an arrest 
at the altar's foot, if the orders from Ms superiors had not 
been distinct and positive, that no indignity whatever should 
be offered to any of the religious communities, and that 
great care should be observed not to offend the Catholic 
population, and thus give them a pretext for joining in the 
formidable rebellion wMch had broken out in the other 
colonies of British America. He was satisfied that Raoul 
was employed upon some errand hostile to English supre- 
macy, and fully believed that his companion was one of 
those emissaries who, it was reported, had been sent out by 
tie Continental Congress to persuade the Canadians to 
unite with them in throwing off the yoke of the mother 
country.. So thinking, he placed a watch on the roads, and 
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also succeeded in bribing one of the servitors of tlie con- 
vent to bring liim all the information he could gather. 
Tills was little enough. Burr was careful to keep the 
object of his journey, and the place of his destination, a 
secret from all but the Superior, and, as the time of his 
starting was wholly uncertain, all that the traitor could do 
was to promise that he would immediately communicate to 
Captain Campbell any suspicious circumstances that came 
to his knowledge. Accordingly, when Burr and Eaoul 
departed from the convent, he sought his employer at the 
inn, where he found him snoring comfortably in bed. By 
the time he was aroused, and four troopers (all that he 
could immediately muster) were mounted, two good hoars 
were lost. This made it necessary to press the horses so 
hard that before ho came in sight of the fugitives two of 
them were completely blown. 

Robert Campbell, though little better than arufBan in 
heart or manners, was a man of dauntless courage, who had 
fought his way up from the grade of a private soldier to hia 
present rank. He was accustomed to overcome difficulties, 
and to pay little attention to odds or danger in the discharge 
of his duties. The loss of one-half his force had no other 
effect than to excite him to fury. Uttering bitter maledic- 
tions on the einmsy brutes, and bestowing some hearty 
curses on the men themselves, who he charged with neglect- 
ing the proper care of their horses, he continued the pur- 
suit at the head of the remaining two, as indeed he would 
have done alone, if they also had given out. In sight of 
the wagon in which Bnrr and the guide were traveling, he 
issued stern orders to kill Baoul at the first show of resist- 
ance, adding, — 

" If he is oat on a treasonable errand he will be certain 
to show fight. I know him of old." 

Nothing but the prompt tactics of the pnrened saved 
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them from the iraraiDent danger, and enaLled Ban- to de- 
liver his message to Montgomery, in Moutreal. 

On tiie reception of that message, the dauotless Irisli- 
ntaii, undismayed by the eseessi^e cold and the blinding 
snow-storms of the season, put his army in motion, and, by 
a saccession of forced marches, in a few days joined Arnold 
before Quebec. His young aid-de-camp had been daily 
gaining ground in bis conSdence and esteem. His untiring 
watchfulness, patient endurance, and exact performance of 
every duty assigned him, completely won the heart of his 
experienced commander, and at the Erst council of war 
held after hia junction with Arnold, Burr was present by 
express inyltation of the general. That council led to re- 
sults that will long be remembered in the annals of America. 
It was determined to take the city by assault, and Aaron 
Burr, at his own request, was appointed to the command 
of the forlorn hope. 

Under hia supervision, laddere were made for the " storm- 
era," and the men, fully armed and equipped, were exer- 
cised in aaceading and deacending these ladders, unfal they 
were able to execute the maneuver in. perfect order and 
with the greatest celerity. Each night Burr went himself 
to inapect the fortifications and examine the ground over 
which it had been determined to make the approach. So 
incessant was his activity, that it became a common saying 
among the soldiers that "little Burr" never slept. Unfor- 
tunately, from some cause, the original plan of attack was 
changed, and on the night of the Slst of December, ITTS, 
Montgomery formed his troops, now reduced from fatigue 
and exposure to nine hundred men, in four divisions, for the 
final assault. Two of theae were not expected to do more 
than distract the enemy's attention. The third was ted by 
Arnold. The general, in opposition to the wishes and 
against the earnest remonstrances of his officers, insisted 
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on commanding the fourth divisioa in person. At four 
o'clock on the morning of the iirst of January, the order 
was gi^en to advance, and the columns moved forward in 
the midst of a snow-storm of unexampled severity. Jlont- 
gomery marched in. front, accompanied by his staff, and 
Raoal Aadigier as guide. The British were slamhering 
in fancied secarity. The movement of the Americans had 
been conducted so noiselessly that no one inside the fortifi- 
cations dreamed of their approach. The first row of pickets 
was cleared away — still no alarm was given. They neared 
the second row and began to remove these also, before the 
guard became aware of their presence. A hasty fire, that 
did no damage to the assailants, was followed by the flight 
of the guard ; and now, elated by the seeming certainty of 
success, Montgomery raised the exulting shout — "Quebec 
is oars." But, alas I in this world the veriest accident, 
the most trivial obstacle, not unfrequently changes the des- 
tinies of men and nations I Huge masses of ice blocked 
up the narrow gorge through which they were advancing, 
and in removing these obstructions priceless minutes were 
lost. Behind the second row of jjickets there was a square 
block-house defended by two twelve -pounders. In the con- 
fusion of their first surprise, the British soldiers fled from 
the block-honse without waiting to try the effect of their 
cannon on the advancing column. The delay occasioned 
by the necessity of removing the masses of ice gave a sailor 
time to observe that they were unpursued. Heturniug to 
ascertain the cause, he reached the block-house just as the 
Americans were beginning again to advance. Before be- 
taking himself a second time to flight, he touched off one 
of the heavily-loaded pieces. Fiercely through the night 
air hissed the destroying grape-shot I Forward fell the tall 
form of Montgomery, and down sank two of his aids by 
his side ! Crimson stains were scattered over tlio white 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



TH a ai VA LS. 51 

shroud that corore 1 he e^rth and dying groins added 
the r horrors to the wail Qgs of the wmtei =:to m 1 That 
lion hower sent forth by a trembhng haid aimle'.s and 
with ut a defined object had peiformed a fearful work! 
Evory mai Tvho had led the ad*inee escept Burr and the 
guidt. was either dead or soon to be eo Appalled at the 
h^T c before them the tioops who were foi the moit part 
11W and mexpenentel 'itopped and hebitited la vin 
Burr shouted to them to come (n In lain he aiged lh 
treated and implored In vam he assured them that ono 
eftort — one vigoioub cha ge ivould &urelv caiiy the piece 
What they aigued cculd a lioy 1 ke him know of i ar and 
its chance Tl eir general was dead theie wis no othei 
chieftim ] ie=ent in whom thej had conhdence Piom 
doubt thev sunk to fear anl fled dbgiacefilly fi m the 
bio dy scene Alab! if Arnold hid been theic to excite 
them by h B sublime f uy and &hame thtm bj his desperate 
example how different might have been 1 is own fate ' How 
changed the de^tmy of Ca.nada I Bat he, the hero then, 
albeit the traitor afterwards, was thundering against an 
impiegnable height on another side of the town, and chaf- 
ing like a lioness deprived of her whelps, because, with 
mortal means, he could not accomplish a feat beyond any 
mortal strength. 

Eaottl Audigier was nearly choked by feelings of hitter 
contempt as he marked the hesitation, and then the hasty 
retreat of the Americans. To him it was perfectly appar- 
ent that one determined charge was all that was needed 
to Bin the mighty prize they were throwing away in their 
(.owiidly panic. He knew the ground and the defences 
well, haijug served in the garrison when it was occupied 
by the French, and was pursuaded that the remaining diffi- 
culties were light in comparison with those that had been 
overcome. Ten minutes before his heart was beating 
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proudly id anticipation of tearing down the hated flag of 
England 'from its iofty eminence. Sow this confident hope 
was rudely crushed at the very moment he belicYed its real- 
ization inevitable, and to his utter amazement he witnessed 
the terror -striclten flight of armed men from a victory al- 
ready won. In R tone of mingled sarcasm and irony, he 
addressed himself to the only companion who had not de- 
serted him, — ■ 

"Tou and I might take this fortress, captain, but I doubt 
onr ability to hold it. There is no alternative, I believe, 
save to follow the example of your gallant countrymen." 

It was indeed high time to beat a retreat. The British 
had returned to the block-house, and opened a heavy fire 
on the fugitives. Burr, unwilling to leave his bleeding 
commander to the insults of the foe, lifted the dead hero in 
his arms, and trudged aloDg through the deep snow with his 
glorious burden. Close upon his heels passed the fierce 
pnrsners, bat he clung to that inanimate body as the 
mother clings to her sucking babe, until his strength waa 
exhausted and he literally sunk beneath its weight. 

The hopes of the morning had been fearfully blasted, 
and throughout that day dismay reigned over the Ameri- 
can camp. Arnold was wounded, and his men repaJsed on 
the other side of the town. In every quarter disaster bad 
befallen them, and the bafiled troops shook off the restraints 
of discipline, and gathered in gloomy knots to discuss and 
lament their losses. 

The contemptuous opinion Raoul Audigier had formed 
of the republican soldiers was not improved by the demor- 
alization that followed their repulse. Toward evening 
he approached the tent of Burr. 

"I have come," he said, "to bid you good-by, captain, 
and to wish you higher honors than you are liiiely to win 
wh!le associated with the rabble gang aljont you." 
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"This 13 sudden, ancl unexpected," answered Burr. "I 
hoped that yoa would remain with ns to the end." 

"So I hoped myself, captain; but it cannot be. One 
night's experience of the mettle of your troops is enough 
for an old soldier like me. It is diiBcnlt at my age to learn 
new lessons, and I don't think I could make much progress 
in the art of running away — an art in which your soldiers 
have attained a degree of proficiency I have no ambition to 
equal. In the next battle I should almost certainly be 
killed. In a good cause and to subserye a useful end, that 
is a fate at which I should not murmnr ; but I object very 
serionsly to being called to the judgment bar in the com- 
pany of men whose wounds were all taken behind." 

It was to no purpose Burr attempted to explain that the 
flight of the Americans could not justly be attributed to 
any want of personal courage or devotion to the cause ; 
that it was one of those sndden and unaccountable panics 
by which all new leyies are liable to he afflicted, and for 
which there was much excuse in the fall of their general, 
and the absence of any commanding spirit to take his 
place. He insisted that the same men would, the next 
day, march up the same gorge, and brave five times the 
danger freely and fearlessly, under Arnold's lead. 

" I hope so, captain ; and for yonr sake I will try to be- 
lieve it. Still, there is no inducement for me to remain. 
When last night's story is told, you may have well-wishers, 
but you will have no partisans among onr people. It is 
this that stings so deeply, whenever I think of that das- 
tardly flight. If I had not witnessed it myself, I could 
not have believed that men with beards upon their chins 
could behave so wretchedly. Why, a band of peasants, 
carrying no other weapons than flails and pitchforks, might 
have exterminated the garrison, so completely were they 
taken by surprise. As it is, whatever success may attend 
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you elsewhere, the fate of Canada is sealed. God bless 
youl" he continued, extending his hand. "I know you to 
be a soldier, and a brave one. I gnevo that I am not able 
to say as much for your comrades, I shall seek t!ie con- 
vent of Father Pierre, and, if the prayers of a good mau 
may avail you anything, I doubt not that his will follow 
you wherever you go." 

Burr grasped his offered hand. 

"Good-by," he said, "my hravo and faithful friend. I 
respect your feelings too much to complain of the bitter- 
ness of your language. When next you hear of me, I 
trust the tidings will be of happier import." 

The command of the united forces devolved on Arnold, 
and for weeks he lingered about Quebec, watching an op- 
portunity to strike another blow, and retrieve the losses he 
had sustained. One of his first acts was to confer upon 
Aaron Burr the appointment of brigado-major — a distinc- 
tion he had so fairly won that it excited no murmur of dis- 
content from those over whom he had been preferred. In- 
deed, from every quarter the yonng ofScer was reaping a 
harvest of golden opinions. At that period of the Amer- 
ican Bevolution, there was not one whose prospects were 
brighter ; not one whose name was more frequently on the 
iips of the brave and the fair. Had Montgomery lived, 
there is no doubt that cliivaJrous soldier would have ex- 
erted his great influence to procure for his favorite a com- 
mission equal to his merits. But, alas I the hero-chief had 
offered up his life as a sacrifice on the altar of liberty, and 
the voice, bo potent once, was hushed in death I Appear- 
ances are as often deceptive in the career of a soldier as 
elsewhere. At first it seemed that the death of the gen- 
eral, by spreading the renown, smoothed the way to the 
advancement of the aid-de-camp. It was known that he 
was in the front rank, by Montgomery's side when he fell. 
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It was inown that he was the last in tlie retreat and that 
he had home along with him the body of his comrainder 
EotwithstaDding the enemy were close at his heela Tint, 
crowning act gave a wider circulation io the stoiy of liis 
other achievements, and the general judgment marlied him 
as a man eminently fitted for a leader in the tryiug times to 
come. The popular opinion thns freely expressed did not 
fail to reach his ears, and give a brighter color to Ms hopes. 
Alasl how little did he dream, in the intoxication of that 
first draught from the fountain of fame, how many bitter 
struggles, how many grievous disappointments, how many 
gnawing cares, were before iiim I The malignant demons 
who crouched grinning along the pathway of coming 
years, were hidden fiom h s mental vision. The warm sun 
of May pomcd its radiant 1 earns aronnd him. The fierce 
tempests of December were unrepealed and uncared for. 
There was before him no migit mirror on whose polished 
surfaj^e appeared in old man beat and broken by sorrow, 
hunted down by unscrupulous power, stung by its reptile 
minions, wandering tn esilc m a foreign land, subjected to 
the capricious tyianny of a desj ot his rights as an Ameri- 
can citizen denied and sjfier ng even for the bread neces- 
sary to sustain existence He did not foresee that a day 
would come when in Amer can Consul, backed by an 
American Minister wonld lefise hira the poor boon of a 
passport to return to the gra\ei> of his ancestors, upon the 
miserable pietext that he the &oldior, tbe Lawyer, the 
Senator, and lastly the Vice-President of the Kepublic, 
was afagitive from its justice 1 The ambitious Greek, who 
won an immortality of infamy by burning the temple at 
Ephesus, has been outdone ia later times. His crime was 
nutinctured with meanness. If it exhibits no other redeem- 
ing quality, it was at least daring in its sacrilege. He 
aimed no dastard blow at a powerless man, and offered no 
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insult to the misfortunes of one he dared not look in the 
face when his hands were untied. This was crawling down 
to a depth of degradation that was reseryed for Alexander 
McRae aud Jonathan Russell alone — names that will be 
execrated by the just and manly when that of Erostratus 
is forgotten. 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



CHAPTER IV. 

ti yean or moom the InnfT Height to 
coMei bfRds ea&ais till tbey sra laid 

M deUghefiil, such m had not Blajed 



The failure of the assault ou Quebec made tlie retreat 
of the American forces inevitable. Arnold, hoping against 
hope, dolajed the moyement to the latest moment of safety. 
Spring was approaching, and with it a powerful army for 
the relief of the garrison. He could wait no longer. At 
Morttieal he halted to rest and recruit Jits men. Here 
Aaron Burr determined to return immediately to the field 
of active service at home, and here he formed the acquaint- 
ance of a lady, who, by one of those mysterious dispensa- 
tions which we first wonder at, and then dismiss from our 
minds as incomprehensible, became the innocent cause of 
every calamity that saddened his after life. At this time 
she was on a visit to her rrlatives in Canada. The break- 
ing ont of the Hevolution had found her there, and the 
hostile disposition of the Indians had hitherto prevented 
her from attempting to retnrn. Learning that Major 
Burr, at the head of some discharged soldiers, was about 
leaving Montreal for New York, she eagerly availed 
herself of this opportunity to return to her home. Thus 
began an intimacy which brought many sorrows to 
one, and terminated in the madness of the other. Just 
eighteen years of age, heautiful as Helen when she first 
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listened to tlie whispered tale of Mcaelaas; ecriclied by 
many accomplishments, and possessed of an intellect to 
which the term genius most appropriately applies, it 
would have been natural enough for the young soldier to 
have surrendered heart and mind to the lovely being under 
his charge. That he did not, may be attributed partly to 
the absence of that inexplicable sympathy that all of us 
have felt and none of us are able to describe; and partly 
to the fact that his country had just entered upon a war 
of uncertain duration and equally uncertain rebults. The 
next year, or the next month, according to the chances of 
battle, might crown him a victor or conduct him to a 
felon's doom. At such a time his thoughts were upon 
bloody fields, not bridal raptures ; upon iron chains, not 
rosy fetters. The hoarse drum and the piercing fife 
echoed in his ears; not the soft lute or the melting lyre. 
The spells of beauty were counteracted by the incanta- 
tions of patriotism, and the dangerous association awak- 
ened ,no emotion stronger than friendship Nut so with 
her. Young, ardent, full of hope and health and fervent 
passiou, she raised the ftery goblet to her lips and drained 
it to the dregs Adelaide Clifton loved; loved as they 
'love for whom the wide earth has no enjoyment that does 
not center in the worshiped idol That miserable com- 
pound of animal appetite, mental weakness, and childish 
vanity, so often misnamed love, came not near the clear 
mind and strong heart of the gifted girl. She loved 
Aaron Burr, not because he tnld her she was beautiful; 
not because he had pleased her vanity, and excited a kind 
of sickly gratitude by extravagant eulogies of her many 
perfections ; but because he was eminently endowed with 
those high qualities which make their way to the heart 
through the brain, and win esteem before they ask a more 
tender regard To a mind matured beyond his years, he 
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added the cliivalrous bearing, the iiianlj self-reliance, the 
exquisite polisli, and the habitual deference for the fairer 
sex, of a knight of the olden time. To bo intimately asso- 
ciated with such a man, and to become, on their rough 
jonrney, the recipient of these delicate attentions that so 
plainly distinguish the man and the gentleman fi-om the 
brute or the fop, was a trial beyond her strength, and she 
discovered, almost without knowing how, that her heart had 
gone out from her keeping. Yet her sense of maiden deli- 
cacy was so strong, and her secret was so carefully guarded, 
that he, with all his tact, with all his precocious knowledge 
of human nature, never snspected her of cherlshiug a feel- 
ing that might become dangerous to her peace. Btill less 
did he imagine that in a few brief months hia name would 
be associated with hers in a tale of calumny that has come 
down to the present day, and is still occ^ionallj repro- 
duced by good-natured newspaper editors, from a com- 
mendable desire to gTatify the public appetite for scandal. 
Conscious of haying said nothing, and done nothing, that 
a courteous gentleman ought to have left unsaid or un- 
done, he could not see the necessity of dropping the 
acquaintance of an intelligent friend, because she hap- 
pened to be also a bcantiful woman. Accordingly, upon 
the termination of their journey, he continued to visit her 
almost daily, and thus gave color to the accusations that 
in a short time blackened her character, and attached a 
dishonorable brand to his own good name. 

On his arrival in New York, Major Burr repaired to 
■the headquarters of the commander-in-chief, where he had 
been previously informed a staff appointment awaited him. 
His good conduct on the march through the wilderness, 
and the dauntless courage he had subsequently manifested 
under the walls of Quebec, had not escaped the attention 
of that illustrious man, and the young soldier was promptly 
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rewarded by tlie tender of a situation in the general's own 

military family. Thna far the success or failure of our 

hero liad depended upon liimself alone. Tbus far be liad 

encountered none but generona rivalrieB. Henceforth he 

was fated to become the snbject of envious inlrigaee and 

malignant calnmnies, to which there never was a man 

whose character and temper made him a more unresisting 

victim. Looking down with a lofty scorn both upon the 

intriguer and the slanderer, he forgot that creeping things 

m f 1 11 d 1 ern'tted the reptiles that hid 
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Le had known nho was his enemy who was the hfe and 
soul of the conspiiicv it might have been different since 
it IS certaiu that he could lave had no excuse for a con 
temptuous disregaid of as aulta fr m snth a quarter 
The name of that eneuy — that rival— ha Bince beiome 
insepaially ileidfd with the history of a continent A 
Webt Indian by I irth a 'iolUier by nature possessing 
tilentb of tie h ghest order a commanding peison and 
a most agieeible addie s there v/at, no station to which 
he might not as] iie aa there was un que btion ably none to 
which bis attainments were not eqnal Hajjy would tt 
be for his own fame and hippier still for otheis vith whom 
he was associated it the ppn of history cou II lest here 
But with that biiihant intellect and manly bearing waa 
blended a moril ba-sencss tl at chanty haa no mantle brsad 
enough to covei With him every aim every oljeet every 
aspiration of life centeied in sell A bollier of libeitj he 
fought not to establish human rights but to gathei 1 uiels 
fjr 1 16 own insat ate \ tow The intimate fiicnd uf Gen 
erai Charles Lee iie deserted and betriyed him ipon the 
first appearance of a cloud aboie his hoii?on Indebted 
to George Washingtm foi a thou anl fivois he com 
phined in private of the asperities of li tempei aid 
questioned his just ce The ivowed piit 'ian of John 
Adims dniing hia ]. residency he jet denonncel h ra in h a 
piivate correspondon e as unit and ncapable and 
habitually spoke ot hira to leading Felerahsta in terms of 
haish inji stice boa&tmg of hachiviliy he lid not hesi 
tate to pollute the mariia£;e bed and ild to the crime of 
debanthery the despicable infamy of letiaving the womin 
wh) lad trusted hm Wlalever might lave bten hei 
gnilt 

Hoi t a berj 1. 1 th to m 



HosieflbyGoOgk' 



62 TUB KI VALS. 

and when he rewarded her erring affection by pointing her 
out as a mark for the public scorn, he became himself an 
object too low for scorn to reach. Jealous, Tindictire, 
UQScrupnloas ; ready to employ any means, however vile, 
or resort to any artilice, however disreputable, Alexander 
Hamilton was a man whose enmity it was dangerous to 
excite, whose friendship it was equally dangerous to trust. 
Aaron Burr was already regarded by Mm as a formidable 
rival in the race for glory, and this was sufficient of itself 
to gain his enraity, and insure his detraction. To this 
was soon added the revengefnl venom of a rivalry of an- 
other kind. At the house of a friend he accidentally met 
Adelaide Clifton. His judgment was takea captive by 
the brilliancy of her conversation, and bis West Indiaa 
blood was turned to fire by her extraordinary beauty. 
The acquaintance thus formed was not permitted to Ian- 
gnish. Every moment of relaxation from his military 
duties was devoted to her. Day after day ha was by her 
side. Day after day he exerted to the utmost those fas- 
cinating powers that he had as yet found no woman able 
to resist. That she was pleased with his society, and flat- 
tered by his attentions, admitted of no question, and her 
practiced wooer spared no exertion to improve the favor- 
able position he had gained. Quietly and artfulJy he had 
extracted from her a knowledge of her tastes, and her 
favorite pursuits ; of the books she read, the authors she 
most admired ; the virtues most esteemed, and the vices 
most abhorred With the hand of a master he touched 
the chords on nhich ihe had unconsciously taught iiira to 
play. The evident plea'iure and the close attention with 
which she listened, raised flattering hopes in his bosom; 
and, ignorant thit hei heait was anothers, he exulted in 
the coaviction that every hour brought him nearer to the 
nccomplishment of his purpose. What was that purpose? 
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Honorable marriage ? Oh, no 1 He liad leanied, by dili- 
gent inquiry, that she was comparatively poor, and desti- 
tute of influential fiuecds. It did not suit his ambitious 
schemes to link himself, at such a time, to one who would 
be a clog upon his advancement; or, if not an absolute 
hinderanee, at least incapable of pushing him up the asceiit 
he was beginning to climb. Yet while his ambition con- 
trolled his passion so far as to deprive it of all honorable 
aims, it diminished none of its fiery intensity, and only 
served to divert it into the channeh of criminal gratification 

Weeks passed away In the year I7T6 there weie 
in the City of New York sui'h things as giidens and 
flowers, and shady walks in places that have since bei.n 
converted into the dnsty thoioughfaies of commoice 

Latterly, Alexandei Hamilton had impatenily watched 
for an opportunity to declaie the pission thit consumed 
him, and his very soul was burning to htai the blushing 
avowal of its retara, thit he doubted not would f jIIow 

The opportunity he had longed for came at length, under 
circumstances as favorable as he could desire. The hour 
was twilight — the time the dreamy month of May, when 
the heart is always full, and the I iood dances gladly thron 'h 
the throbbing veins. The broad m halj t ab 

the horizon, bathing spire and p la t m 11 w )s — 
mingling sweetly with the ope bul d tl bl g 

flower, and clothing in robes f h b ty th g n 
tnrf on which it rested. Setdu Iw tfa t 
honeysuckles, Adelaide Clifto It g pt at 

tentioD to the music of his el j T a f tl 

scenes about him, he transport d h t th g t 1 

which his infant eyes had first p d t tl I gt t f 1 y 
and the ha.ppiest years of h j th fl w 1 

wings. He painted for her aim 1 ft 
come, and the year knows n 1 j t f tl 
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balmy spring to the glorious summer; wliere the green 
tree never sheds its leaves, and the rose that drops from its 
stem, scorched and withered at noonday, ia replaced before 
morning by another, sweeter atid lovelier, that the dews 
of night have nourished into life; where the plnmE^e of 
the birds that throng the deep woods, and feast on the 
luscious fmita of the tropics, are variegated as the rainbow, 
and the rich music of their songs swells like a choral anthem 
from the spirit-land ; where the maideu slumbers by babbling 
fountains, in gardens of perfume, until the evening shadows 
have relieved the fiery sun, and the moon and the stars in- 
vite her forth to revel in the glorious beauties of heaven and 
dream of the wilder raptures of earth! All the pictures 
hia memory supplied of that luxurious clirao, were placed 
before her. Nor did he pause here. He knew the power of 
sympathy over tJie female heart, and gradually led his willing 
listener among the varied scenes that had grown 'familiair 
to him in his adventurous life. He described the sea when 
the tempest was unchained, and the strong bark shivered, 
and the stout mast reeled and cracked at the whirlwind's 
breath. He told her of nights upon the trackless deep, 
wlien the heavens were bung with black, and not a star 
looked down upon the inky flood; of the wild roar of the 
breakers as the doomed vessel dashed among their foamy 
crests; of the despairing cries of the struggling victims; 
and finally, of the delirious joy of the fortnnate few whom 
the waves had thrown, stunned and bruised, upon the sandy 
beach! 

The genuine pathos of his narrative was heightened by 
its truth, and its effect was the more marked because he 
painted nothing that he had not seen, and gave voice to no 
emotion that he had not felt. A stray moonbeam had 
stolen through the trellised vines and rested on the cheek 
of Adelaide Clifton, By its light Hamilton saw that 
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she was in tears — tears for bis sufforiugs, liis perils, his 
escape. 

"How little do we If now " he went oo without seeming 
to n t ce them the changes tl dt a e befo e n I E htoe 
years had not darkened the doivn on my 1 j vhe I ex 
cha ged the d eimy slo f r the 1 o sterous o ean the 
luxn ous concl fo the hard be I on the cky si o 
Other clanges also came an! no'n at an age he the 
boj Bca ely mer^, d n the man tl e n erchanl s j en S 
thrown as de for the wa o am P haj s the next 
cha ge w il stietch me n] o a 1 loody Seld over h ch the 
gorged T Itn e flaps h s lazy mg AM hevonl t mo row 
s u known Of o e th ng only can we I e alnija sure 
Putu e J0J8 n ay gl le away 1 ke the cool ng waters that 
rose to the I j a of Ta talus henever we atte n^ t to taste 
the n but the p ebe t s on -s Ours not only n tl e en 
joyments t offe to day 1 nt n the nemor es t sends w th 
us to glalden the com g t me G ef and [.a n kness 
aniwounls are rob! ed of the fa tterness wl on there is 
one 1 lesse 1 hoar ;t on wl ch e can look back an 1 leel that 
it IS beyond the power of fate to depnve ns of the raptures 
it brought." 

"It may be as you say, Captain Hamilton she replied; 
"hut what are they to do for whom the past has no rap- 
tares?— whose ejes, turned back up n the vista of jears, 
rest only upon images of sorron ? 

"To one whose years had really been so saddened, I 
would say,— look forward, forward evermore, and conquer 
the gloom of yesterday by anticipating the brightness of 
to-morrow. But why do you ask ? The question cau bo 
of no interest to you." 

"More," was the mournful rejoinder, "much more than 
yon, perhaps, imagine." 

0* 
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Then, as if afraid of liaving disclosed more than slie 
wished to reveal, she added, — . 

"Just now you yourself painted the future aa unknown 
and uncertain. What right Iiaye I to claim exemption from 
the common lot ? Why to me, more than others, should 
the sunshine como nnmingled with tears?" 

"Because you are better, and fairer, and lovelier.- Be- 
cauae the Creator permitted yon to stray from your home 
among the angels, in mercy, not in anger. Because you 
came to chase away the bitterness of earth, not to partake 
of iia snfferings." 

"Captain Hamilton," she replied, "mast pardon me for 
doubting the soundness of an argument which he found it 
necessary to clothe in such extravagance of flattery." 

"Plattery!" he exclaimed, "Oh, Adelaide I it is not 
nnfrequently the curse of men who feci as I do, to have the 
feeblest expression of their sentiments mistaten for the 
language of compliment. Mattery! Great God 1 Doestlie 
Peraian di-eam of flattering the Sun when he kneels before 
his fire-crowned altar, and, in the gorgeous poesy of the 
East, hymns the praises of his burning idol? Tet in what 
Persian breast ever throbbed a wilder idolatry than mine ? 
Prom the first moment I behold yon, my soul went out from 
my keeping. 1 did not love; no, Adelaide, I worshiped ! 
And when I wished to tell you of it — when, again and 
again, the strong impulse was upon me to ask yoo to listen, 
I paused and hesitated, because it seemed to me that lan- 
guage had no words to syllable the intensity of that adora- 
tion. Even now," he continued, taking her hand ia his, 
"I am tortured by tlie dark fear that I have but poorly 
made you compreliend how entirely every thought, and 
feeling, and desire, save one, have been swallowed up. 
How completely one word of yours will bless, how hope- 
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lesslj one otlitr word will blast, the morning of my exist- 

The hand he had seized remained for a moment in his 
clasp. The fragile form of the lovely girl shrunk and shiv- 
ered like the aspen when the north wind is blowing. A 
flood of tears came to her relief; and, snatching her hand 
hastily away, she exclaimed, in tones of earnest, deep, and 
strong emotion, — 

"Porgive mel oh, forgive me, Captain Hamilton 1 for, 
as Heaven is my witness, I never dreamed of this. I do 
not— cannot love you; and if I have done anything to 
encourage your hopes, I have been deeply criminal. Pity 
me, and forgive me !" 

"There is nothing to forgive, Adelaide. I was a slave 
before I had time to think of encouragement. Mine is a 
love that would have blossomed alike under cheering smiles 
or menacing frowns. It came unhidden — it will abide with 
me here; and when the curtain drops upon the stage of 
life, it win travel with me through the countless ages of the 
world to come. But you are too deeply agitated to listen 
further now. In a few days I shall aeo you again. Until 
then, I will try to drive off dea^jair. Good night, and 
may the angels send messengers of bliss to people your 
dreams 1" 

What were the feelings of that bold and gifted, though 
eminently bad and dangeroQS man, as he traversed the streets 
of the silent city ? Stung, wounded, almost maddened, by 
the repulse he had met, he walked rapidly on, trying to think, 
yet feeling that thought was impossible. Arrived at Ilia 
own quarters, he extinguished the light, and threw himself, 
dressed as he was, npon the bed. 

"At least," he said, when the chaos of his feelings had 
assumed some degree of order, "at least I have made no 
unnecessary or cmbarra.ssing disclosures. She tiiinks my 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



OS THE It t V A L a. 

purposes were liDiij able ind ome ^l,itm« mi cliaric 
ter IS «afe ' 

Fiom tliiB TilUmous cons htion he turifd to oil ei 
views of his situat on He ran ovoi m his min I all that 
had occurred since their first introducfnn He letalled 
eveiy look and tone ind gestaie He lemembered the 
miiiute'.t shade that 1 ad passed over her expre&feive ccunte 
nance He taxed his icgenuitj to find some plaus ble 
giuund to hope that peiaeverance mi^ht still le lewiidod 
by ancce'is It was in vam The earnest truthfulness of 
her worla and manner — ^her agitation — hei unconcealed 
d stie e — left no room to believe that the avowal of hia 
pasiion had excited iny feelings but those ot unmixed 
pan 

How ' he inwardly asLed conld I have deceived my 
self so egregiouslj? I would have sworn that she was 
pieparel foi and expected a declaration Suiely I have 
not been euch a tool and puppy as to imagine a pieference 
wheie loie existed! 

Capta n Hamilton was well aware that the most astute 
and self possessed of human beings are not nnfrequeutly 
enticed into g ive enors bj that httle bewitching demon 
Vanity aid therefoie he suspected himself of coustimng 
mere evidences of fr endship into mai ifestat ons of a warmer 
regard. The more he reasoned, the more apparent did it 
become to hira that lie had been unwittingly hugging a 
charming delusion to his bosom. In his mortification at 
the discovery, he passed to the opposite extreme, and bit- 
terly cursed his own stupid blindness. Captain Hamilton 
did himself injustice ; a fact that we chronicle the more 
readily, because it was not one to which he was often ad- 
dicted. Adelaide Clifton did prefer his society to that of 
the men who were constantly about her, and she had taken 
no pains to concenl it. A man less under the influence of 
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passion than lie wsis, and therefore more capable of reason- 
ing clearly, might easily have mistaken tho character of the 
preference nnquestionably exhibited, and have acted upon 
that impression without subjecting himself to the suspicion 
of inordinate vanity. 

The character of Alexander Hamilton was too strong 
and decided to admit of long indnlgence in unavailing re- 
proaches. He did not yet despair of eventnal success, and 
his thoughts were occupied in endeavoring to devise some 
means of extracting a triumph from apparent defeat. He 
was conscious that a renewal of his suit at present would 
be useless; but he knew the value of perseverance, and 
hoped that tlie high opinion she evidently entertained of 
his character and acquirements might be improved and 
strengthened, antil love took the place of fi'iendship, and, 
in some unguarded moment, virtue fell a victim to passion. 

Morning found him tossing upon a pillow that sleep had 
not visited. At daybreak he went forth as usual to attend 
to his mihtary duties. He had fixed upon no plan, and 
resolved for awhile to trust to the chapter of accidents. 
For two days she did not see him. On the third he pur- 
posely called at an hour when he was almost certain of 
meeting other visitors. He was desirous to avoid the 
embarrassment of a tete-d,-iete at the first interview after 
the rejection of his suit, and selected his hour accordingly. 
As he hoped and expected, lie found that she was not 
alone ; but her visitor was the last man on earth he desired 
to meet in that presence, as he was certainly the one whose 
rivalry he most dreaded both in lovo and in war. Per- 
fectly unconscious of the secret feelings of Hamilton, 
Major Burr rose to greet liim with easy courtesy, on liis 
entrance, and exhibited neither surprise nor curiosity afc 
the embarrassment lie could not help remarking in his 
manner. Adelaide Clifton was a little flurried and excited. 
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but Major Burr gave the conversalion a direction that put 
them b th at case 

At th time ind ii Teed ti ghout the revolution- 
arj war the dut es ot Genei il Wa hington, his cares and 
anxietiD'i n e 1 y no mean coi tined to the army. The 
affairs of s. wl ok l ntincnt were on his shoulders, and 
every impoi lant re<!olution of Congress, npon every conceiv- 
able snljeet vas no e or less influenced by his suggestions. 
Under s ch c cu nstances he was necessarily compelled to 
impose u[ on h s a ds a life of incessant labor. No leisure 
was left th n to pay visits of courtesy or friendship, and it 
thus haj pen 1 that Hamilton had not heretofore met Ma- 
jor Buir at the house where Miss CJiftou was eojoarning; 
nor was he previously aware that there was any acquaint- 
ance between them. He now learned for the first time that 
she bad traveled from Canada under his protection. Jeal- 
ousy is a keen sharpener of the vision. Shakspeare tells ua 
that — 

"Tritiealiglitaaiur, 

Ai'e to the jealous aoufirmatioiis strong 

.As proofs of holy writ." 

And that great master of the human heart might have 
added, that these trifles are not always wrong indices to the 
truth. Sometimes they must — very often they may — lead us 
widely into error; but there are other times when they invest 
the judgment with the quickness and the certainty of intui- 
tion. His thoughts once directed into the right channel, 
Hamilton perceived what Burr himself had never sus- 
pected. The caase of Miss Clifton's extraordinary distress 
on hearing a declaration of love from his lips was now 
easily nnderstood. Giving to his rival no higher credit 
for virtuous self-denial than he was conscious of possessing 
himself, and believing that the same reasons that prevented 
bim from offering his band to Adelaide Cbfton in lawful 
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marriage would have the same infiuence over Major Burr, 
Hamilton persuaded himself that the lovely girl had be- 
come a victim to the arts of a seducer, or, if not already 
degi-aded, that her ruin could not long be delayed. The 
wound inflicted by the persuasion of his rival's bad triumph 
carried along with it a balm. It furnished an excnse for 
relentless hostility. If anything should occur to expose 
the vindictiveneas of his hatred, he had only to point to 
the murdered innocence of Adelaide Clifton for his jastifi- 
eatioD. It was not pleasant to have tlie keen eye of Burr 
resting upon him while such thoughts filled his mind; and, 
pleading indispensable business as an excuse, he rose to 
take his departure. Burr also took his leave; and Hamil- 
ton noticed with a pang that while his own adieus were 
politely returned, she extended her hand to Euri', say- 

"You are so infrequent a visitor that I must bid you a 
more earnest good-by." 

For nearly the length of a square they walked on to- 
gether, conversing abont the probable movements of tlie 
enemy, and agreeing in the opinion that General Washing- 
ton would soon be compelled to evacuate the city They 
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intrigues and the vile expedients to nhich he was capable 
of resorting to injure an enemy or supplant a rival. 

It was not many days after the last meeting t 
BaiT and Miss Clifton, before he perceived that the n 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



72 TJIE HI VALS. 

nera of the co mm auder- in-chief were growing cold and 
distant. He felt this the more Jseenty because the position 
he now held had been in a maimer forced upon him. lie 
had been called into the general's military family in oppo- 
sition to his desires, and had only accepted the appoint- 
ment on account of the importunities of his friends. The 
clerkly labors to which so much of his time was devoted 
were not to his taste. He felt that he had the capacity to 
perform other and higher services. He panted for a com- 
mission in tlie line, which would give him a wider field for 
exertion. Still, however distasteful might be his present 
duties, he was conscioas of having discharged them well 
and fwthfully. He could imagine no cause for General 
Washington's displeasure, and was far loo high spirited to 
make inquiries, or volunteer explanations unasked. By de- 
grees a report gained currency at headquarters that Gen- 
eral Washington was seriously offended by the scandal of 
ail amour in which, it was said, one of his staff had borne 
a disreputable part 

No one was pointed out as the guilty individual, und 
B«iT took no notice of the report Others did not exhibit 
a like independence of character. Each one was anxious 
to exculpate himself, and very soon it was settled that 
Aaron Bnrr was the member of the staff to whom allnsion 
was made. His school-boy reputation for gallantry was 
remembered, and recited with the usual embellishments and 
exaggerations, and a hundred other circumstances, unim- 
poiiant in themselves, were so arranged as to give proba- 
bility to the charge. It was not an offense punishable by 
military law, and it was probably on that account that the 
general made no pablic inquiries. It may be, also, he ex- 
pected that the accused party, from a desire to retain the 
good opinion of his commander, would seek an opportmiity 
to exculpate himself if possible, and not wait to be qaes- 
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tioncd or formally accused. Judging from wliat wotild 
have bten the conduct of ninety-nine men in a hundred, 
tins expectation was reasonable. In Burr's case it was un- 
reasonable : first, because he had never heard the accusa- 
tion until after he had been deeply wounded by the ex- 
treme, and to him unaccountable, coldness of the general. 
In the second place, if he had heard it, he would have 
scorned to enter the lists against an anotiymons slanderer, 
or engage in the task of repelling charges that could be 
traced to no responsible source. Angry and indignant at 
being suspected on such testimony, or rather on no testi- 
mony, he drew about him a mantle of haughty reserve 
which had very much the air of defiance, and was certainly 
so construed. His situation was thus rendered so disa^ 
greeable that be resolved to leave the army, and wrote 
Governor Hancock to that eifect. 

While things were in this state of quasi hostility be- 
tween him and the commander-in-chief, he happened to be 
present when a communication was received from a com- 
mittee of Congress. Burr was standing immediately be- 
hind General Washington's chair. Accidentally turning 
his head, and observing the position of his aid, the general 
suspected that he had been reading the document over his 
shoulder, and instantly demanded, — 

" How dare you, sir, venture upon the liberty of reading 
a paper in my hands?" 

Already goaded to the extreme limit of endurance, this 
second insulting suspicion was more than the high-spirited 
soldier could bear. Drawingup Ms slender form, and look- 
ing his commander full in the face, he sternly replied, — 

"When your Excellency puts to me such a question in 
Buch a tone, the only reply that self-respect permits me to 
make is, that AaroE Burr dares do anything [" 

Then, turning on his heel, he sought his own quarters, for 
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the purpose of drawing up and tendering his resignation. 
Tiiere be found a letter from QoTernor Hancock, protest- 
ing against his leaving the service, and offering to procora 
him a more agreeable situation oa the staff of General Put- 
nam. Under the circumstances. Governor Hancock's prof- 
fer was gladly accepted, and Burr and the c ora maud er- in- 
chief parted with feelings of mutnal dislike that were never 
eradicated. 

The first blow, and a roiglity one, had been struck. Dealt 
bj an unseen hand, it fell with crushing power on the vic- 
tim at which it was aimed. Hamilton had accurately cal- 
culated, from the known strictness of Washington's prin- 
ciples, that the sorest method of bringing down his 
displeasure upon any individual was to blacken his mora! 
character. His own base designs npon Adelaide Clifton 
furnished him a hint that he was not slow to improve. It 
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partly hoc aufte anothei was implicated, whose sensibihties 
must be deeply wounded by learning that her chastity had 
become the subject of public discussion. 

This honorable care for the feelings of an outraged wo- 
man turned out to he only a temporary mercy. No society 
is free from the tale-bearer. Adelaide Cliftou was not 
long kept in ignorance that her name had become a hissing 
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and a reproach. Her delicate nerves were sliattered by 
the shock. Keason tottered on its throne, and the lovolj 
and innocent one was borne baclt to her home a raving 
maniac. la the paroxysms of her delirium, her burning 
love for Aai'on Burr found utterance. Sometimes she 
wonld imagine he was seated by her side, and for hours shfi 
would lavish endearing caresses upon some object that she 
had mistaken for the idol madness had no power to drive 
from her bosom. Then again, when fancy changed the 
picture, and he appeared to her distempered mind cold or 
unfaithful, agonizing sobs would choke her ntterance, and 
scalding tears blister her faded cheeks. Now she saw 
him returning victorious from the battle-field, and proad 
and lofty were the words that welcomed the coming of her 
glorious hero. Now she was straying with him beneath 
the mighty elms where she had played in childhood, and 
recalling all the innocent memories that made it holy 
ground to her. At last a sadder vision settled perma- 
nently on her mind : she imagined that he had been struck 
down in his early youth, that she conld see the crimson 
stains upon the white shroud that covered him, and busied 
herself in washing out the sorrowful tokens. They tore 
her away from the stone bench she had mistalien for a 
deatii-eoQeh, and tried in vain to dispel the illusion. 
Whenever their vigilance relaxed she fiew to that one 
spot, and throwing herself on her knees pressed a thou- 
sand kisses on its cold and senseless snrfaee. Refusing all 
sustenance, she gradually wasted away, until Bsath, in 
mercy, touched her with his icy dart. 

Not one word did she utter in her ravings to inculpate 
Eurr; yet the devilish ingenuity of malice seized upon her 
most innocent avowals of affection, and tortured them into 
damning evidence of his guilt. The dreadful wrong, 
which had blighted the reason and withered the frame of 
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one of the loveliest of her sex, drew from tlie ruin it had 
wrought new weapons for future mischief. The dark pen- 
alty of crime fell upon the innocent. The guilty eoiitrivcr, 
the unprineipled intrigaer who had created this waste of 
wretchedness, was unsuspected, and wont unpunished, so far 
an human penalties extend. 
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On the Ktaif of General Putnam, Aaron Buvr was 
relieved from the Tolurainoua correspondence that had 
proved so irksome while in the family of the commaniJcr- 
in-ehief. Here he found leisure to devote several bonrs 
each day to the stndy of the military profession, at the 
same time that hia duties in the field were sufficiently active 
to enable him to torn to practical acoonnt the lessons he 
had learned in the closet. Here, too, he enjoyed a season 
of comparative repose from the lon^ struggle with calumny 
that darkened his career from early manhood to the grave. 
Honored by the warm fi-iendship and nnbonnded confi- 
dence of hia hero-chief, even envy shrunk from the exhi- 
bition of its spleen, and cautious malice paused in the 
prosecQtion of its dark designs. But the venom of the 
viper remained, though its power to wound was suspended. 
Sleepless eyes were upon him. His a«ts were stored away 
in retentive memoriea, to be drawn ont and distorted by 
practiced ingenuity, when the motives that governed and 
the circnm stances that justified them had become dim and 
obseui-e by the lapse of time. Whether he was at that 
day aware of the persevering hate that dogged his steps, 
no one ever knew. Throughout his whole life he care- 
fully avoided an exposure of his own wounds, and, Jilte the 
Spartan youth who permitted the fox, concealed beneath 
his garments, to gnaw out his vitals, he drew over each 
7* (11) 
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festenng aoie t mintle wlit.h hd it alike fioin tlio 
pitying gaze of friendh and tl e timmphant glaDce ol ene 
mies. In the many trials tl rou^Ii which he passed no 
opponent eyei had the a itisfacti 311 of ^seeing him writhe 
or hearing him groan Dunng the first yeais ot the 
Revolution his time and thoughts weie so lilly and so 
absoibinfjly occupied that it is probable he wis unsuspi 
cioas of any mihgn influences woiking foi his destructinn 
Those inflnences were neier it lest In the very midst 
of the momentous events that crowded the arena toward 
the close ff 1716 ncvi plans were formed and nevf con 
spiracies were hatched 

The disistrous affair of the 2'Ith of August was c ver and 
the Americans, hemmed in, in the city and island of New 
York, were daily expecting an attack. The month of Sep- 
tember had set in cold and dreary, and the leaden sky ac- 
corded well with the eheeriesa city it overhung. In tlio 
obscurity of twilight, two men were silently moving along the 
"Broad Way" (as it was then called) of the City of New 
York. Early as the hour was, the regulations rendered 
necessary by the presence of an army expecting an assault, 
together with the unseasonable severity of the weather, kept 
the good people of Gotham within doors, and scarcely a 
sound was heard along the almost deserted street, save the 
occasional tramp of a patrol of soldiers, or the clatter of 
horses' hoofa, as some aid or orderly dashed along with or- 
ders for the different posts. Our pedestrians walked rapidly 
on, hardly interchanging a syllable, until they arrived at 
a hotel of some pretensions, and were ushered into au 
apartment prepared in anticipation of their coming. One 
of them was a tall man of forty or forty-five years of ago, 
rather spare made, but muscular and wiry. His forehead 
was broad and massive, eyes dark gray, mouth large, and 
lips firmly compressed. There was an air of power about 
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the whole appeaiance ut the man Tou felt that you 
were in the presence of one who had a htad to LonceiTo, 
a will to daie and a hand to execute, whatever hia interest 
or his ambition might prompt The other was Aloiindei 
Hamilton Directing some bottles of wme to be brought, 
the elder of the two dismiised the obsequions hoat, and 
loth of them drew chairs to the Sre, th-it was bnimng in 
comfortable contra'.t to the chilly dampness without 
Hamilton was the Iiist to speak 

"Well, Bilhogs," he inqmied, what news do yon 
bring ?" 

"Bad enough. Captain Hamilton; the girl is dead." 

" Dead I" exclaimed Hamilton, starting to his feet, and 
grasping the arm of his companion with convulsiye force. 
"Dead! Is this true? for, mark me, man, it would bo 
safer to put your head in the hungry lion's mouth, than 
to trifle with me on snch a subject." 

"I have not been in the habit," replied the other, his 
hand slowly stealing beneath the folds of hia vest, as if 
there was something there to which his grasp was aeens- 
tomed, and which he desired to clutch, more from habit 
than from a belief that it wonld be necessary to use it,— 
"I have not been in the habit of calculating very nicely 
what might bo safe or unsafe, in my dealings with the 
world ; nor am I innch addicted to answering rnde ques- 
tions while a ruder grasp is on my arm." 

"This is folly I" muttered Hamilton, releasing his hold. 
"I mean you no bodily injury. That pistol in your bosom 
would be a poor protection if I did." 

"May be so; and I have certainly no wish to put it to 
the test, though it has never failed me heretofore, and I 
have no fears that it will fail me hereafter." 

Hamilton resumed Lis seat in silence. Largo drops of 
perspiration gathered upon his brow, bis lip quivered, 
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and his wliole frame was coavulsed by terrible emotions. 
The fierce struggle endured for more than a minute, and 
his voice was choked and husky, as he asked, — 

" Did you say Adelaide Clifton was dead ? The yoiing, 
the beautiful, the good; gone, gone forever!" 

"I told you the truth," was the reply; "but it added 
SO little to the sweetness of your temper, that I have no 
inclination to repeat the story." 

There was another self-struggle. It ended, and Alex- 
ander Hamilton was master of himself 

"I beg your pardon, Billings; I have been foolish and 
intemperate. If you knew all, you would excuse it." 

"Possibly I may not know all of your share in the busi- 
ness; but I know more of my own than it is agreeable to 
reflect npon in a still night and a lonely p!a«e. I know 
that yon inTented the calumny, and that I cireulated it; 
and although neither of us conld foresee the melancholy 
result, we are none the less guilty of mnrder." 

"Calumny I I tell you, Billings, that as God is my judge, 
I believed it at the time. I believed, too, that the story 
would never reach her ears, for I knew that she was about 
starting for her home in Oonnecfjeut, and I hoped it would 
die away except in quarters where we might think proper 
to keep it alive." 

"Then, Captain Hamilton, you have the advantage of 
me decidedly; for I never believed a syllable of it, nor did 
I ever doubt but that some kind friend would communicate 
b) her all that was said, together with whatever additions 
were necessary to fill np any little omissioBS in the pleasing 
tale. Bat this is profitless. The question is not what de- 
gree of guilt attaches to either of us, but rather how we 
are to turn untoward circnmstanees to the best account. 
Before we begin the discussion, yon mnst pardon the li))crty 
I am about to take in offering yon some advice I am 
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nearly doable your age, and there are few phases of ths 
human diaractor I have not had oecasion to sttidy. The 
first step toward success in life is self-control. Such out- 
breaks as yon have been guilty of to-night are disagreeable 
to your friends and dangerous to yoniself. No mail will 
trast his fortnnes in the same boat with yonvs, if they are 
coutinaally liable to be upset by iIl-go¥erned passions. In 
Die path of ambition you have deliberately chosen, you 
must command your words, your looks, your actions. Yoa 
mast be able to caD a gay smile to your lips when neees- 
Bary, although the devil is tugging with red-hot pincers at 
your heart-strings. Avoid self-deception, for of all decep- 
tions it is the least profitable. Look at your acta in the 
light of their consequences. Weigh those consequences 
before the act i:; irrevocable, and not afterwards. If the 
end to be attained is of sufEcient importanee to justify the 
ruin of a dozen honest names, or the breaking of as many 
gentle hearts — why, ruin or break them ; hut do it delib- 
erately, ajid do not fly into a rage with those who may be 
serviceable, because yoa ai'e conscious of having been a 
veiy naughty boy. Exhibit as much temper as you please ; 
the oftflner the better, since it helps to build up a charac- 
ter for frankness-, bnt never exhibit it when you feel it, for 
ninety-nine times in a hundred it wiU be foolish and im- 
prudent. Genuine feeling is a great drawback, affected 
feeling a great advantage, to a rising man. li'ollow this 
advice implicitly, and there is no eminence you may not 
hope to attain. History furnishes more than one instance 
in which a successful soldier, with worse prospects than 
youi-a, has won the diadem of a king." 

There was much in the cool and villainous counsel of 
his confederate not altogether unfamiliar to Alexander 
Hamilton ; the concluding sentence, too, pointed to a result 
that he was beginning to contemplate as possible, and to 
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cherish with a good deal more pleasure than was leeoming 
in a republican soldier. Still he was irritated by the tone 
of superior wisdom in which it was delivered; and there 
was a touch of scorn in his reply, from which he did not 
seek to divest it 

"Pray, Mi\ Billings, how does it happen that you, who 
Itnow so well the paths to success, have yet missed them 
so widely F" 

"Y"our question is natural, and the sneer that accom- 
panied it was natni-a! also ; though, let me tell yon, it was 
far from a wise one. It is one of the very indiscretions 
against which I have been warning yon. A revengeful 
man would remember it to your prejudice, and some day do 
yon a mischief on account of it I shall only register it 
as the second folly of which you have been guilty in the 
last half hour. And now, to answei' your inqniry, I might 
say that I had failed for the want of yonr genins, your 
capacity, or jour accomplishments, and your vanity would 
accept the explanation. I choose to be more candid. In 
my youth, there was uo such revolution us this of the colo- 
nies in progress, or ia contemplation. The opportunities 
that yon possess were therefore denied to me ; and this ex- 
planation would be as soothing to my vanity as the other 
would be to yonrs. To another than yourself, it is all that 
I would give ; but, as I have just warned you against self- 
deception, I must not give you occasion, to suspect me of 
belying my own theory. I failed, because my knowledge 
came after my character was gone. Put the devil him- 
self upon earth ; let it be known that he is the devil, and 
he could not mislead a child. At the commencement of 
ray cai'eer, I was in possession of a fair fortune and a fair 
character. Both were dissipated in gambling hells, and 
other resorts of vice and immorality. What mattered it 
that in the mean time I had acquired an amount of knowl- 
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edge aad of self contrul thit wotiIc! have been invaluable 
a few years earliei I The loid to nhit men call honorable 
ambition was banicided against the bioken-dowii gambler 
and debauchee Inste'vd of a struR^le for power and place, 
my life became a struggle foi bread , and w heu at last I had 
accumnlated wealth the means by wlich it was acquired 
were so qnestionible that I diil not caie to give occasion 
for impertineat mqu nes by placmg my name before the 
public. I believe it is notnetessaiy to exteud my confes- 
sion any furthei nnle'^s yon aie cniions to kaow my history, 
from the penod of leading England up to the time of re- 
ceiving on boaid my ship the beautiful qnadroon whose 
black eyes yuui respected father erroneously supposed 
might prove d mi^eruus to the peace of his hcpcful son." 

Hamilton wi thed like a wounded serpent nnder this 
allusion to his earliest amour 

"Manl" he esclaimed — man oi demon you try me 
too fai- ! If yon must talk of the past give lae a history 
of your own explcits among the bnccaneerb? ' 

There was net the slightest change in the Loantenance 
of the hardened man he addressed, not a quiver in his 
voice, as he replied — - 

" I do not remember to have seen the name of Billings 
in the list of bu Linoer-i , altbtngb hi e other curious peo- 
ple, I read evtiythmg that was published about th^m. I 
suppose, thereloro that your suspicions have originated 
from some olhei urcumstani-e Will it be taxing your 
hindness too much to mqmie what it is'" 

"No matter sad Himilton who had lecovered hia 
composure. It is no matter We ba^e both been wrong 
in referring to things that hid better be forgotten. Let 
as now turn to the business that biought ns here." 

" Very well if snch is your wish though as it is of in- 
terest to me to know how much, and what kmd of suspicion 
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attaches to ray name, I shall probably reijeat Uie question 
at another time." 

An hour glided off; tten another, and the two were still 
in dcop consultation. The drizzling rain without had 
changed to a driving tempest, and the wind howled angrily 
along tho street. 

"You will stay here to-night," said Billings, walking to 
the window and listening for a moment to the storm. 

"No. The British may make an attempt npon the city 
at any moment, and I must be at my post. Onr business is 
arranged, and I can only fany long enongh to take a glass 
of wine before I go," 

"Yoar business is arranged. Captain Hamilton, and, to 
some extent, mine also. In the future, as in tho past, yon 
find that my co-oporation is essential to your success. It 
has been freely given, and I trust you will npt consider mo 
unreasonable in desiring to bo informed to what circum- 
stance I am indebted for tho suspicion of piracy with which 
you have honored me." 

"You take ap a hasty expression too seriously, Billings. 
It were better to forget it" 

"I am indebted to hasty expressions for getting on tho 
track of many a truth ; and, besides, I know you would not 
hazard snch an accusation, unless you fully believed yon 
couid prove it." . 

"In public, certainly I would not; bnt it was made to 
you alone, and at a time when yoa had pressed sorely on a 
Tory tender place." 

"And therefore the more likely to be earnest and sincere. 
Come, Captain, let as have the story 1" 

"I tell you again, Billings, it is better to let it sleep 
where it is. Neither yon nor I have anything to gain by 
raking up the ashes of the past," 

"Let us understand each other," replied his comrade, in 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



THE ai VALH. 85 

& tone of calm but fixed resolution. "I have served you 
zealously, and propose to servo you still more. Chiefly, I 
admit, because I believe it my interest to do so. Some- 
times I think there is one crazy streak in this usually cloud- 
less brain of mine, and that is the firm belief that you are 
destined to attain the highest place the new world has to 
give. Ambition was not crushed in me by the early vices 
that made its pursuit a folly, and I look forward to the 
time when you will have honors and titles to bestow, as the 
period of my own triumph and reward. Tou hold me, 
therefore, by a strong chain — bat it may be broken. Aaron 
Burp is not my rival in love, or in war. I have no personal 
motive to lessen his Just fame. I have no wrong to com- 
plain of — ^no revenge to gratify. If the fancy should strike 
me that my aims might as well bo advanced by transferring 
ray services to him, I could crush you in an hour. In what 
light would yon be esteemed by the stern chief who leads 
your armies, and from whom at present all honor flows, if 
Cariota's story was whispered in his ears ? Or, suppose I 
should come down to a later day, and draw a picture of a 
gallant soldier, blackened by calumny, and a gentle maiden 
driven in madness to the grave, through your contrivances, 
how would that severely just and upright man reward the 
conduct of his subordinate ? With all his great, and, to 
me, incomprehensible qualities, he is human at last, and the 
weight of his displeasure would not be lessened by the re- 
flection that he had been jonr dupe." 

At this point he paused, as if to mark the eiFect of his 
words ; and Hamilton, striking the table with his clenched 
hand, fiercely exclaimed,— 

"Go on, sirl Let me hear the full extent of your 
threats I" 

"I mean not to threaten; nor do I wish to excite your 
anger. I only meant to show that perfect confidence be- 
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twecn us is essential to the safety of both. When I am 
certain that you hold in your hands, or believe you do, tlie 
secret means of inflicting oa me a deadly injury, I raay well 
Baspeet that you contemplate paying my services in that 
coin, if my demands should hecome importunate. This 
suspicion once fixed, would naturally lead me to strike the 
first blow, and thus lessen your power, by destroying your 
character. Remember that I have made no pretensions to 
disinterested motives, nor would you have believed me if I 
had. I serve you because I espeet to obtain certain de- 
sirable objects through you. If yon take away that mo- 
tive — if you load me to believe that you intend to use, and 
then discard me, you will not only lose the services of a 
valuable auxiliary, but gain the determined hostility of a 
dangerous enemy, I do not thint that you have any desire 
to do either, and I am sure that a little reflection will oon- 
viace you that it is reasonable and right to give me the 
information I ask." 

The changing features of Alexander Hamilton betrayed 
tlie terrliic emotions which agitated bira, as his merciless 
ally thus plainly depicted the nature of the bond between 
them. Auger, doubt, and apprehension chased each other 
over his mind. Now he was strongly tempted to draw his 
dagger and silence forever the confederate who was rapidly 
becoming his master. Indeed, nothing restrained hira but 
the conviction that a murder would as effectually blast his 
prospects as any revelations Billings could make. He saw 
clearly enough that violence would do no good — that con- 
ciliation must be resorted to — and, bumbling as it was to 
his proud spirit, he commanded his temper so far as to 
say, — 

" Methinka a grave lecturer on worldly wisdom might 
have remembered that there are more agreeable ways of 
extracting information from a man than by holding up 
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tlireata of disgrace as a penalty for silence; and it might 
have occurred to Mr. Billings, that the bonds of friendship 
arc not Etrengtheiied by boasts of our capacity to harm one 
another." 

" Prora joa, Captain Hamilton, I do not ask friendship, 
as the world understands the word, and I should be prac- 
ticing a needless hypocrisy if I professed to feel it toward 
you. We have a more enduring bond of union tlian the 
fragile one of friendship. We are necessary to each other; 
and as we have no antipathies to reconcile, and no cause 
of quarrel to bring one passion ia conflict with another, 
our alliance ought to he permanent, I respect your intel- 
lect, and admire your brilliant qualities. I am well aware 
that some things I have said this night grated harshly on 
your car, and I beg you to belieye that it was as disagree- 
ai le t n e to i eak th m s to you to listen; but it is no 
t m t deal da nty ph ases when matters of such mo- 
n ent a n le d c s on What I have said was under 
th mi r s n tl t t ould r move every cause of misun- 
le st n 1 n|, f om o ft ntorconrse. If it was disa^ 

£, bl you may affo d t 1 eir it, for I assure you it will 
er 1 e e[ eated I am no perliiiacious pedagogue, who 
n ts upon beat n h s !es ons into the brains of a pupil, 

1 the h s w 11 ng to re e ve them or not. You uu- 
1 t 1 n e I u a 1 vill need no other explana- 

I th nk ot ^ on h e been sufEcientiy candid and 
x[ 1 t to pre ent m pprel ension." 

I so 1 tended It alwajs best to have a little rough 
eatber at the ! egmn ng of a voyage, than to encounter 
opi o ng g 1 s nea t close May I hope that you are 
il out to folio my esan [ le ? 

I hall OP ta nly no longer refuse a request so pertina- 
CO ly p efer 1 alti o t,h t ^^^y g"^ you some annoy- 
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ance, and can be of no proSt. At the time you were en- 
gaged in traffic between New York and the West Indies, 
there was one Roland Wiiliams, a porter in our lioiiae at 
St. Croix. Believing the man might be serviceable, I 
saved lijm from the coiiseqaences of more than one indis- 
cretion, for which he paid me with a kind of bul!-dog 
gratitude^ — that ia, ho was ready enough to tear any one to 
pieces at ray bidding, thoagh it waa by no means sure that 
his memory of the Ifindness was strong enough to prevent 
him from setting his fangs in my own flesh, if irritated too 
much. When Carlota was carried away in yonr vessel, I 
was angry enough to contemplate a deadly revenge, and I 
sought Williams's aid to carry it into effect. To my sur- 
prise he manifested some reluctance, and at length I drew 
from him that he had been a pirate, and sailed under your 
orders. Your real name, he said, was Wheeler, and lie 
believed that yon had once been an officer in the British 
army. You never returned to St. Croix during my resi- 
dence on the island, and before I met yon again I had 
abandoned my purposed vengeance for a thing in which, 
after all, you might have been blameless. That is all. I 
have no other proof, and never sought for any more." 
" And this Williams, what became of him ?" 
"I do not know. I left him on the island. Perhaps ha 
is there yet. If it is desirable I can easily leai-n." 

" It is unnecessary. If it should become important 
hereafter I will trace him up myself. I do not remember 
the name, and suppose it was an assumed one. It is pro- 
bable," he continued, "that we may not again have occa- 
sion to refer to bygone events ; and in order to remove every 
possible cause of heart-burning, I desire to say tliat in the 
matter of Carlota I was not, as you supposed, an agent em- 
ployed to thwart jour wishes. I purchased her on speca- 
lation, for two hundred gaineaa, knowing nothing of your 
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amour at tlic time. I sold her for three hundred, and tlie- 
last I heard of her sho was happy, and contented with her 
lot." 

The conTersation had reached a point where neither 
seemed disposed to eonijnne it, aLd, after a few words 
of commonplnjce civility, Hamilton left the hotel, to re- 
pair to his post. James Billings seated himself before 
the fire, and, leaning hack in his arm-chair, mused long and 
deeply upon his eventful life. The specters of the past 
flitted rapidly but distinctly before him. One by one the 
opportunities he had misapplied, the talents he had wasted, 
the character ho had throwa away, rose up before him; but 
he neither quailed nor trembled at their presence. Hard 
as iron in his original nature, he had grown harder and 
more stubborn with advancing years, and looked back not to 
regret what was lost, but to calculate how mnch yet re- 
mained to be accomplished. No thought of repentance 
and no twinge of remorse was permitted to sadden the 
retrospect. Yesterday was to him nothing more than a 
volume of instructions for to-morrow. Slowly and deliber- 
ately his thoughts traveled down to the present time. 

"I am playing a doubtful game," he muttered, "for a 
heavy stake. Hamilton is an nnscnipnlous, a bold, and a 
shrewd raan ; so far well. He ia gifted with a high, if not 
the highest, order of genius; that is better. But his tem- 
per is as fiery as his own West Indian sun, and that may 
spoil all. I have faith, however, that this fault may be 
amended. At all events, I must cling to him. There is 
not another man in the American army who has the small- 
est chance of rising to power, from whom I have anything 
to expect. There are many, doubtless, to whom the men- 
tion of a diadem would be no uapleasing sound ; but they 
cither want the iron inflexibility to grapple with the di£B- 
8* 
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cullies that tliuoDg the road to its attainment, or they are 
troubled by weak scruples about the means to be empioyed, 
or they are afflicted by childish dreams of the happiness to 
be found in repnblican equality There is not one who can 
be trusted to develop athemes like mine; for he who walks 
in the paths to which 1 point should have an ambition aa 
boundless as Lueifer, a will as unchangeable as fate, and a 
conscience as unimpressiblc as adamant. He should cast 
from him honor, virtue, feeling, love of country, love of 
everything but power. Does Hamilton possess these requi- 
sites? Perhaps not; but no other does ; and he approxi- 
mates to the standard, if he does not exactly come up to ite 
measure. In this world we caEnot haye things as we wish, 
and the deepest art is displayed in making the best use of 
the materials at hand. He may fail, and some more fortu- 
nate soldier may succeed in converting his sword into a 
scepter. In that case, 1 shall have played the wrong card, 
and must mend it as I may. The rebellion may be crushed 
out by Great Britain, and a scaffold become the common 
doom of the chief adventurers. That chance is a remote 
one, and, at any rate, it is one against which I cannot pro- 
vide. If successful, he may do as others have done before 
him, and repay my services by consigning me to exile or a 
dungeon. That is the least of my apprehensions; not be- 
canse 1 have faith in his gratitude, or the gratitude of any- 
thing but dogs and elephants, but because it will be poor 
management if I do not make myself indispensable to him, 
no matter to what height he may climb. Let him attain the 
goal of his ambition, and mine will be likewise won." 

Here the dark schemer rose to his feet, placed his elbow 
against the mantle-piece, rested his forehead in his open 
hand, and seemed to gaze intently on the sparks that flew 
upward from the blazing brands. After awhile he turned 
to the table, poured out a glass of wine, which he sipped 
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at intervals until it was eraptied, ami, replacing the wiue- 
glasa on the table, resumed hia former attitude. 

" I may be traveliog too fast," he said, beginning his seif- 
colloqny where he had left off. " I may and er- estimate the 
danger to be apprehended from HamiltoD's want of faith. 
He treasured up that story of the pirate Williams too care- 
fully, and was altogether too reluctant to tell it That was 
a rod he was keeping in pickle for my benefit, in the event 
that I grew restive ; and in truth it would have done more 
to tame me than he is aware of, if Adelaide Clifton's brain 
and heart had not been made of such sensitive material as 
to wither at the breath of an improbable calumny. I do 
not think he wili use it now. I could retaliate fearfully by 
revealing the cause of her melancholy fate. Yet it shows 
he may prove treacherous when his safety allows it. Oth- 
ers, too, over whom lie has no influence, may get wind of 
the atory. Williams most be hunted up. I must make a 
journey to St Croix, and happily the probable occupation 
of this city by the British will leave me leisure enough. 
Whatever Captain Hamilton may know, he shall not retain 
the power to prove anything dangerous to my safety, if gold 
or steel will suffice to silence his witness." 

His mind once made up, James Billings wasted no more 
thought upon the subject. Helping himself again to the 
wine, he sought his couch and slept as soundly as if no dark 
crime stained his past life, no present scheme troubled his 
subtle brain. The habit of watchfulness created by a 
lifetime of dangers, asserted its supremacy even in sleep, 
and his very dreams were regulated at pleasure. No fear- 
ful groans, no incoherent expressions, no contortion of the 
features, betrayed what was passing in that marble breast. 
His body, like the mausoleum of the dead, gave no out- 
ward token of the gnawing worm or the decaying carcass. 
Who can tell how much of this was insensiliility ? — -how 
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mueliwas tlie mastery of a steady wil! over the body's 
weakness and tlie mind's infirmities? According to tlie 
creed of the moralist, tortnring thoughts ought to liave 
been hia companions in every hour of solitude. Perhaps 
they were ; for he was no infldol, no believer in the dark 
creed that whatever we do has been appointed beforehand; 
that no free will is granted ns; and no sia attaches to the 
darkest of our crimes. He believed in the existence of a 
God ; he believed in a hereafter ; and sought by no Bophia- 
tical reasoning to escape the conviction that he was to he 
judged there according to the "deeds done in the body,'' 
His calmness may therefore have been nothing more than 
the art of concealing well — an art more easily acquired 
than ne are willing to believe. There is no greater mis- 
take than the commonly -received opinion that guilt will 
show itself in the countenance. An inexperienced offender 
who, in an unguarded moment, has been hurried into 
crime, is iiideed apt to permit the blush of shame to man- 
tle hw cheek; but it is the most uncertain of all the evi- 
dences of guilt, for that blush is jaet as likely to be called 
up by indignation at a wrongful accusation as by confusion 
at detection. The hardened criminal, who has long trod 
the mazes of vice, defies your scrutiny and laughs at the 
crack-brained theories of Lavafer. There is a higher per- 
fection of wickedness still. There is an adamantme hard- 
ness of heart, which frightens away the wholesome though 
painful reflections that are sent in mercy to turn the sinner 
to repentance. It lives on unawed, unshaken, in the midst 
of horrors that would blast a bosom less deeply cursed, and 
smiles at pangs it never felt, for such spirits earth has no 
punishment : their sentence is reserved for the world to come. 
As we have said, James Billings was sleeping like an in- 
fant, although his mind had been for the last three hours 
completely occupied by crimes committed or intended. He 
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had just informed his gnilty confederate of the deatli of one 
victim of their dark plottiiigs, and agreed with him upon a 
precisely similar scheme, which might have a precisely sim- 
ilar result. The story of the seduction of Adelaide Clifton 
had produced so marked an effect upon the fortunes of Major 
Burr, that it was supposed a like accusation, supported by 
plausible eircumstanees, would completely and forever alien- 
ate the commander-in-chief from that dreaded rival. Tho 
devil, thej say, is always at hand to help his children at need, 
and, unforiunately Major Bnrr was again surrounded by cir- 
( umatances that materially aided the machinations of his 
enemies &ach at least was the conclusion of Jimes Bil- 
lings and Ale\ander Hamilton after i careful aurvey of 
the whole giound of operations and mature consideration 
of the conseiioence'j of everv step to be taken To ordi- 
nary minds it would have appeared that a stritagem once 
successfully practiied conld not safelv be repeited They 
reasoned di&erently Tiiey argued that the veiv lact that 
Major Bun had once been atcnsed of a similar offense, 
Tvoald predispose the public mmd to believe the new acca 
sation, and they hoped not uni east nably, thit the srom- 
fnl silence with which he had treited the foimer charge 
would still be persevered la Toward Gt-neral Washington 
especially they calculated that Major Burr t; ould maintain 
a haughty leserve, and in the worst aspect of the case, 
they had proiided a mode of escape foi themselvet. by 
shifting the paterniiy of the story to othei shoulders No 
spectei rose up to worn them fiom the purposed wrong 
In a cozv loom of a eomfcrtaUe hotel a dark and villain- 
ous plot vias concoUed, and when the deed was done the 
two companions in seeming unconcern pledged cich other 
in a cup of losy wine and separated with careless woida 
upon their lips — the one to mmele unabashed w ith the gal- 
lant oefeiidcrs of a holj tause the other to enj ii the dream- 
less Rlppp of pp KPtnl 1 n cpn:'e 
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Wblclim^sBlEfe 



Er one of tliOBe chaneea common in eiril wars, Margaret 
MoncriefFe, the daughter of a major in the British army, 
had been separated tirom her father, and was detained as a 
kind of hostage within the American lines. The proad, 
spirited girl, irritated by the surveillance to which she 
was subjected, annoyed by a easpicion, that had somehow 
gained currency, that she was engaged in communications 
with the enemy, and mortified by the want of pecuniary 
means, determined to appeal directly to General Put- 
nam. The kind-hearted old soldier, appreciating her situa- 
tion, and sympathizing with her feelings, promptly for- 
warded an invitation to take up her residence in his family 
until he could procure her permission to return to her 
father's protection. At this period she was not more than 
fourteen years of age, although a woman in physical, and 
more than a woman in intellectual development. Divinely 
beautiful, witty, and vivacious, she at once became the 
charm of the general's family circle, and attracted crowds 
of admirers to his doors. Domesticated in the same family, 
her intercourse with Aaron Bnrr was necessariiy frequent; 
and, as day by day each discovered some new charm in the 
(M) 
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olher'a society, it rapidly grew ioto intimacy, aad then as 
rapidly ripened into love, — a Jove as yet unspoken, and, 
perhaps, unacknowledged by either. It was bor practice, 
SIS she writes :n lier memoirs, to ascend, in the evening, to 
the gallery on the top of the honse, for tho purpose of 
watcliing, through a telescope, the "wooden walls of Old 
Eoglacd," whose frowning batteries threatened the repub- 
lican city. After awhile, that secluded spot was invested 
with other attractions. It had become a trystiag place. 
The floating bulwarks that rose and fell with the briuy 
waves, and the white tents that dotted Staten Island, were 
unheeded, A neiv and absorbing passion had subdued her 
natural pride, and abated her natural conSdence in British 
prowess. She had learned to listen for the coming of a 
rebel step, and hang with rapture upon a rebel's voice. It 
was impossible that such an intercourse could long continue 
thout f dmg Is to syllable the emot ons that filled 
the he'i t of e ch Suld nly ind unespect dly to boti 
tl e a ow al c me For many n nute th re 1 ad 1 een 

len c f r many n utes they h d 1 ee hoi 1 ng co n 
u n n w th ea h other n the a red st Unoss nl tl on ht 
Tu n IT h 3 a^i,& f the wh te waves of the Sound t 

e ted o th h a e ly 1 e uty of th weet ■it re by 
1 de i,t tho sam m ue t he soft eye e e ai ed 
lovingly to bis. In tliat one glance was conveyed all the 
burning passions teach; and the young lover, forgetting 
that he belonged to his country — forgetting that a wall of 
adamant grew broad and strong between them — forgetting 
all the dictates of prudence — threw himself madly at her 
feet and uttered words which, lite the poetry of David, 
were "spangled with coals of fire." The deep blush which 
spread over her cheeks, rich and rosy as the glorious paint- 
ing of the sun upon the morning sky, was a whole world 
of bliss to him ; and the soft hand she laid in his, thrilled 
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through every fiber with electric force, and sent the wild 
currents back upon the heart loaded with joy. No word 
was uttered. No word was needed to the full fruition of 
his hopes. One hand detained its willing prisoner, and 
one, encircling her voluptuous waist, drew her toward him 
until their lips met and grew together. Oh, happy had it 
been for both if in that hour the thunderbolt bad fallen I 
Happy had it been if, linked in each other's arms, their 
souls had taken flight while yet the bloom of innocence was 
upon them, and neither guilt, nor caro, nor torturing sor- 
row stained the opening hud or the springing tree 1 Bet- 
ter would the grave have been for her, far better than the 
guilty pleasures, succeeded by the yain regrets, that check- 
ered her after days I And better would it have been for 
him to have passed away with his young laurels fresh upon 
his brow, than to have run a career, splendid indeed at its 
noon, but, like the hot sun of the tropics, scorching and 
blasting in its brilliancy, and going down at last behind 
clouds, and storms, and falling tears ! 

But what did they care for to-raorrow? What warning 
could break the spell of that ungovernable transport? 
They were riding in a fraU and leaky boat, upon the foamy 
crests of a tempest- shaken sea; but the augry voice of the 
great deep was unheeded, and the shrieking breakere, as 
they rnshed madly to the iron-bound shore, sounded low 
and soft as a mother's lullaby over her first-born infant's 
sweet repose. And who could blame them for the mental 
abandon of that delirious hour? Such moments come bnt 
once, and not always once, in our pilgrimage below. Aaron 
Burr and Margaret Moncrieffo caught the nectar as it rose, 
and if death should follow the potent draught, it was a 
death that came on balmy wings, and pointed his destroy- 
ing dart with rapturous joys. Side by side they sat upon 
the rough bench that ran along the gallery— their hands 
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daaped, tbeir eyes bent down until the drooping lashes 
rested on their cheeks, their lips mute and motionless, their 
hearts full and eloquent of unutterable joy. Who shall say 
that days of sorrow, Jiti of mo rning, or even long, 
long years of anguish was too h j.1 a j rice for all they felt 
ia that unearthly trance ^ 

Twilight deepened ii to n ght 1 efore the spell was broken, 
and they rose to return to the fam jy c cle. 

"You will meet me here to norrow " ' she said, in a tone 
of gentle inquiry. 

A vfs.ua clasp of the hand, and a murmnred "Yes, sweet 
one, yes I" was followed by another of tliose long, lingering 
kisses that send the blood leaping in fiery currents through 
the veins, and shed around the soul an incense so sweet 
that we cannot believe that it was born to die. 

Another day was added to the cycle of time. During 
that day the mind of Aaron Barr had been like the wintry 
moon, over whose broad disk the clouds are chased in 
broken columns by the hoarse and angry wind. Troubled 
thoughts and fitfal resolves, and now and then a clear, 
bright ray of hope, were all confused and jumbled together. 
As the chaos of his feelings subsided, the barriers to his 
love, forgotten yesterday, became painfully apparent He 
had not thought of them heretofore, because he had in- 
dulged no purpose to avow his attachment; and vainly 
trusted that the tongue could be ruled into silence when 
the heart was bursting to be heard, A little more experi- 
ence of his own heart might have taught him that it would 
be easier to dam up a torrent with sand, than to maintain 
the cold silence he had imposed upon Hmself while linger- 
ing near the object of his passion. It is a pity that our 
knowledge so often comes when it is too late to profit by 
it. If we could only begin life with the same amount of 
esperience that is heat into us before its close, what a 
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world of mistakes and trouWes would be avoided 1 If wo 
eoald only know oursel a 1 ttl 1 1 a Htl b t 

ter, earth might beeom a ry att a t dw II g j.! 
But we walk on, bolio rs 1 t Dg 1 

than wo are, until some |. t d i tfall i n b f 
and away goes the ma d h li [ f A 

Burr had been like a bl 1 m w d w Id 

of sweets, who forgets, tlhfl t tgthta i 
may nestle among the r H d d t mb tl t 

EO matter how beautiful and gifted and virtuous, Mar- 
garet Monerieff m ght 1 t w j 1 1 f his love to 
end in hapjiin d t w t 1 1 tb t lore was- 
spoken, and it t w 1 th t 11 tl bjections to 
it that had be li ta g ly d d mly b fore him, 
assumed the for f t dy b t t I It nd chilled 
his sanguine nat tUp dyld ufEced to 
reveal to him th h d d k i t th d 1 the hoar 
for the meetiog f th 1 1 M g t Moncrieffe 
stood alone in thegallerj. Her heart bounded when at 
last she heard his well-known step, and a glad smile illu- 
mined her countenance. Upon his visage no such joyful 
expression rested. He approacted her slowly, and, taking 
her hand, pressed it to lips bloodless from agony, then 
dropped it and said, — 

"We have been like unthinking children, Margaret, and 
must pay the penalty for our folly. A lovely flower was 
growing on the outmost verge of a precipice, and in our 
eagerness to gather it we have fallen into the abyss below," 

"What ia the matter?" she exclaimed wildly. "Oh, 
what terrible thing has happened ?" 

"Terrible indeed I" he mournfully replied. "Yet it was 
lovely and sweet in its coming. You and I have been 
guilty of the deep sin of loving one another. You and 
I, between whom there ia a gulf as wide as hell, have 
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pei'mitted our heart-strings to intertwine, and when they 
are torn asunder, as they mast be, peaco and happiness 
will bleed themselves to death." 

"But why should they be torn asunder? Why may they 
not remain intertwined forever ?" 

"Look there I" ho said, pointing to Staten Island. 
"With year naked eye you may discern the tents of 
England's soldiery; with the telescope you may mark the 
very spot where floats the regimental banner of your 
father. Think you that haughty ofhcer will give his 
daughter to one who is fighting with a halter about his 
neck? Who, if he wins, may be termed patriot; but if 
he loses, will certainly be branded as a traitor, and con- 
ducted to a traitor's doom?" 

"Oh, yes I He is too just not to make allowances for 
this unhappy quarrel ; and when he comes to know you 
well, he will cheerfully sacrifice any remaining prejudices 
to his (laughter's happiness," 

"Neyer, Margaret— never ! Besides, that is the least 
obstacle in our way. To-morrow, or the nest day, or any 
day, may witness an assault on this city. When that time 
comes, I shall be in the front rank of its defenders. If I 
meet your father then, ray sword will be directed at hia 
heart, as certainly as at that of the vilest mercenary 
under his command. Could I approach you and ask this 
hand while my own was still red vrith the blood of your 
parent? No, Margaret : we must part. It was madness — 
nay, worse, it was dishonor — to go on as I have done, shut- 
ting my eyes to consequences an idiot might have foreseen. 
To have crushed my own peace was bad enough ; to have 
aimed a deadly blow at yours, is a sin no repentance can 
atone." 

The young girl listened in speechless woe. The rose fled 
from her cheek, and a dull film gathered over the soft blue 
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eye that had just been eioquent with the happiness of re- 
quited Jove, Uut hope has its natural homo in the bosom 
of woman, and soon a cheering light flashed upon the ray- 
less gloom of her despair, 

" There are trials hefore as, my own love," sho replied, in 
a voice sweeter than the lyre of Orpheus, "Trials and 
troubles and bitter hours ; but they are not so dreadful aa 
yoa think. This war must have an end; and when you 
have passed through, it, successfnl as I trust, and honored 
aa I know you will be, the vows of yesterday may meet 
their fnlfillment, and we shall bless the delay that prepared 
for us a more entrancing gladness." 

Her lover folded her passionately to his breast, and 
imprinted a warm kiss on her polished brow, 

"Bless yon, sweet one, for those words of hope; and 
bless yoa for the soft heart that spared the reproaelies 
I know I deserve I I will oven do as yon bid me, and hope 
to find trees of frankincense and beds of spiees beyond the 
gloomy present, to welcome tho traveler who faints not by 
the way." 

Gradually the conversation changed to other themes. 
The day-king traveled on his fiery path, and sunk to 
behind the dark forest that stretched away toward the 
known regions of the West. The shadows of night 
upon the earth, and the beauteous stars came forth a 
robed for a heavenly bridal. Still that lingering, loving 
interview was prolonged. The cloud that had come be- 
tween them and the sun was for the time forgotten. In 
the light of each other's eyes the darkness disappeared, and 
fancy led them to a fairy-land, where the green pastures were 
sleeping in a dreamy atmosphere, and the murmuring streams 
leaped gayly from the hills. Each word was music, and 
each sigh was eloquence to them. Tho honey-dew upon 
the lip of love imparted a wilder ecstasy from each recar- 
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ring draught, and the broad a th suj port do (s b som 
no creatures so happy as that mi est th t a 1 pa 

All things hmnan must ha e an en 1 aad ooi s t t 
enjoyments are always shorte t 1 ed Aa on Bu and 
Margaret Moncrieffe were re allel f o tl p al e n 
which they were roving, to th w 11 of re 1 ty by a sum 
mons to join the family circle below. 

" For your sake," lie said, as they descended, " for your 
sake, Margaret, General Putnam mast know all." 

"Be that my care," she replied. "The good old man 
has exhibited for rae tlie kindness of a father, and is enti- 
tied to a daughter's confidence in return. I love him as if 
I were one in reality." 

A d w 11 d I d ve it; for a nobler, truer soul 
n amtdalm f le; and that lion-heart which 
wuUl dhm n h ded bayonets at his country's 

II IS ft th t f th fluttering dove when weakness 
d t II I t t a stance or its sympathy." 

e te g til mm ttiug-room they found the wife 
and daughters of General Putnam engaged in spinning flax 
for the use of the soldiery. Turn not away, gentle reader, 
from the homely spectacle 1 It was a sight upon which 
the angels might have looked with approving smiles. The 
wife and daughters of a major-general laboring with their 
own hands to clothe the half-naked recraits who had an- 
swered to the call of liberty. No wonder that soldiery 
triumphed 1 No wonder that when hunger and cold, disas- 
ter and defeat, were heaped upon them, their spirits rose 
above the depressing weight, and with the blessed example 
of female patriotism before them, they sprung to their 
duties with a new and vigorous alacrity that eventually led 
to a glorious victory 1 

General Putnam was seated at a table, having an open 

map before him, on which be had marked in pencil the 

9* 
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position of Uie Udlisli troops. Various liues traced from 
ttis point indicated that he had beeu studying their proba- 
ble raoyemcnts, aod endeavoring to anficipato the precise 
place where the principal attack would be made. At his 
iuTitation, Burr seated himself at the table, and was soon 
as much absorbed as the general, in military speculations. 

Margaret Moncrieffe had directed her steps to the part 
of the room occupied by Mrs. Putnam and her daughters, 
sajing as she did so, — 

"I hope it is no treason to King George to assist in 
your labors." 

"Thee may be snre," replied the Qnakeresa, "that it is 
no treason to the King of kings." 

Several days went by, and Mi?s Moncrieffe had as yet 
made no communication to General Putnam. The task 
that seemed easy iu the distance, grew more difficult when 
she came to perform it Sometimes he was busy; some- 
times he looked perplexed by troubled thoughts, and she 
did not like to disturb him. When a favorable opportunity 
did present itself, her heart failed her, and she shrunk with 
the instinctive bashfulness of a young girl from revealing 
the secret of her first love, even to so kind and noble u 
friend as sho know him to be. At last she determined to 
adopt the less embarrassing plan of addressing him by let- 
ter. After many trials she succeeded in framing one to 
her own satisfaction, which she placed, herself, in his 
hands. It ran as follows:— 

"Dear and uosoked Sir: 

"When I was a stranger, and you knew me only aa the 
daughter of your country's enemy, yoa took compassion 
on my distress, invited mc to your home when I had no 
other, and received me as tenderly as if I had been a 
favorite child. From you, therefore, I ought to have no 
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secrets; jind to yon I frel that the circumstances in wliii,h 
I am now placed should be fiankly avowed TJndei jour 
roof I met Major Bun I will not tire you with detiils 
that are without interest to any one except oniselvea It 
is enough that we Joved and that it has been conftssed 
on both sides, notwithstanding the bariicis that we ire 
well aware exist betwecu us Those barriers will readily 
suggest themselves to your mind and the object of thia 
note is to appeal to jou for your advioe and youi as- 
sistance in remoying the diEi-ulties that environ us Do 
not fear to pain me by any -lUggestiona yon may ihink fit 
to make. Whatever they are I know they will bejust anl 
sincere, and I know, too that they mil be dictated by a 
heart whose manly qualities are almost h^lloT^ed by the 
delicate sensibilities ftith which thoy ire inteitvunel 

"You will pardon me, I hope, if I cause yon trouble or 
annoyance, when you remember that it is your own good- 
ness that emboldens me to address yon in the absence of 
tJie parent who, under other circumstances, should alone 
guide and direct my steps. 

"Accept my warmest thanks for all that you have done 
to render the abode of the prisoner delightful, and believe 
liiat I shall ever remain your attached and grateful friend, 

■'MAKGAEET MONCRIEFFE," 

Major Bui-r, who was ignorant of the mode of commu- 
nication adopted by Miss Moncrieffe, and, indeed, ignorant 
that any communication had been made, was busy with the 
regimental reporte of the day, when General Putnam Jinr- 
viedly entered his apartment. 

" What madness is this, major ?" he exclaimed, extending 
the letter he had just received as he spoke. "Where, iu 
the name of all the saints, have your wits been wandering?" 

"It was madness, indeed 1" replied Burr, sorrowfully, his 
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eyes merely glancing over the letter- "but a madness wHch 
brings its ow p hm t I 1 h I f ^ t tli t 

the galley sla m f th I m d d d t d m 
of happiness m d th ttl f m k t y d th 1 L f 
chains. Even wh th h f k g m b 

voice called back th II d I w th 1 f h p 

once more. It d I h II p th 

worse soldier I h I m 1 t 1 k t H ody b d 

as a happy ridd t t bM lif 

"Nay, luajo tbl hbt t lad tit 

It would be 11 t 1 g d my j dgm t d h II 

to think of m m ti M M ff h 1 h f th 

and yourself hold commissmns m opposmg hosts. &or do 
I think it likely that his consent will be given at any time 
to your union. In his eyes you are a traitor ; in his eyes 
yoa will remain a traitor, although success may to others 
convert the rebel into a hero. That is the worst side of 
the picture. Oa the other hand, time and patience may do 
a great deal toward bringing about the fulfdlment of your 
wishes. At all events, your life belongs to your country, 
and must be cherished for her sake. Tlie folly of which 
you have been guilty will be converted into crime by a 
reckless exposure of your life on the battle-field." 

" I did not mean exactly that, sir. 1 only meant that I 
might he less careful to preserve it. I rejoice that you 
acquit me of anything worse than folly, and I assure yon 
that in all this I have been hurried on without knowing 
what I did, and can scarcely be said to have been a free 
agent." 

"Why bless yon, man, I know that as well as you dol 
I know, also, that at your age I should have done the same 
thing. If you will ask the old lady who sits at the head 
of my table, she will tell you that there was a time when a 
petticoat could have lured Israel Pntnam to thn devil." 
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The idea of putting suet a question to tlio demure Qua- 
keress, over whose placid countenance no ripplo of passion 
ever seemed to have rolled, called a faint smile to the lips 
of tiie aid-de-camp, and he replied, — 

"I am afraid I should lose ground in her estimation by 
asking a qnestioa that implied her good lord had ever been, 
different from what he now is — the most clear-headed and 
practical, as well as the most upright of men." 

"Pshaw 1 she knows better 1 She knows that I would 
have jumped from a precipice at her bidding, or performed 
any other equally absurd exploit, For that matter, she 
knows I wonld do it yet ; and the chances are, that when I 
tell her what a fool jou have been, she replies, ' Thou wert 
foolish thyself, Israel, in thy younger days, and must deal 
tenderly with the maiden and the youth.' But to return to 
your own affairs. I hope you see the necessity of an im- 
mediate separation between Miss Moncriefie and yourself. 
I shall apply to General Washington to-day for aa ordei 
to change her residence ; and I shall worry Congress until 
they grant me permission to restore her to her father." 

"And so," answered Burr, "I am to reproach myself for 
making her captivity more irksome, by causing her remoi'aJ 
from a family where she has met a daiighter's and a sister's 
welconie. Truly, her acquaintance with me has been un- 
fortunate. " 

"Do not disturb yourself on that account. When she 
leaves my roof I will see to it that she is conveyed to an- 
other as hospitable and as kind. Now you may go. I 
give you leave of absence for twenty-four hours, and do 
not wish to see your face within that time." 

"Am I permitted to see Misa Moncrieffef" 

"No. Tou have met often enough, and must not meet 
again until Congress grants me permission to send her on 
board a British man-of-war. I will say all that is needful, 
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and it will agitate her less, coming from me, tlian from 
you." 

Major Burr understood the motives of the general, and 
acquiesced uncomplainingly in bis decision When he re- 
tmltolidt th tdyhl dwtht 
] th t G I "Wash gt h d d d f 

th ra 1 f M M IT t th f ly f G 1 

Mffl t K b le "Wh t G 1 P t m 

blf d gthlif,hkitthmlf dG 
1"W h gt Id t k t 1 y t th m ih k 
f M M ff f th h d tl th t 

Cg Idi It dlghm t 

mp t th f th p bl t wh h th y w 

t t tl d 1 p 1 i f t th f h 

Id m i f N w 1 k F l!y th m j nty 

ttl d 1 w th I h t h h 1 b d t t d 

mm t g f t t th my — p tl t 

G IPtm th ffiml tdtdT 

th f 1 1 b f Al d H m It t gg t 1 

th f w 1 h 1 d th y ht 

th t J m B U h d b ht I m th f Ad 

1 d CI ft 1 th th f m fit t d 

th tyfdt whh Itadg I 

It d th h t f A D nb rt 

b m fi df If 

Itw ymtttlt jm fmC 

g t t MM ff t h f th 

Genera! Putnam, tiue to his piomise, omitted no oppor 
tuuity of pressmg the subject upon their attention, and 
finally succeeded When the ordei was received he handed 
it to Major Bair, and said, — 

"Tou can go now to Kingsbridge, and carry this news. 
I place no injunction upon you not to renew the vows you 
have already uttered. In affairs of the heart it is often the 
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best t I th h rt t t own gn dance Still 

it will 1 w 11 f 7 t mb tbat tlie piobiJjility is 

you 11 m t — tl t th is nothing raoi" than 

ab {. Mty fy ft on Excite nj other 

hop h b m d h h in yoni Eicouia^e 

no 1 d w th t h f thci a free consent 

Utt t 1 t I h en-ie of duty to him 

Eel h t 1 th t h gh h or which spurns ron 

cealm t jp h t m sf and would rathe 

end th t t f th k t! the shame of deceiv 

ing m 1 d g I g d tii ting w)mj,n 

Mj B mlygr p d th I d hand of the veteiaii 

sold —hit t h yes, and his throbbing 

hea t Im t h k d h ply 

'Gill y my m th f d 1 Rightly and nobly 
have you pointed out my pathway — firmly and undauntedly 
will I follow it, if my heart breaks in the effort" 

"I do uot doubt you," said the general, deeply affected. 
"I do not doubt you, and if I did, I would not trust yoa 
as I do. &o in," ha continued, "to Mrs. Putnam and the 
girls. They will have many messages to seed." 

Major Burr's arrangements were soon made. The joar- 
ney to Kingsbridgo was a short one, and the distance was 
materially lessened by the speed at which he rode. Those 
who have ever loved, will understand that other thoughts 
than the gloomy ones of an early separation obtruded 
themselves on his mind during the ride. He was about to 
meet once more the object of his idolatry; to clasp her 
warm hand in his ; to look down into the depths of her 
blue eyes, and wonder from what world of loveliness their 
teauties were borrowed. In imagination ho was even now 
inhaling the incense of her breath, and draining the nectar 
of her lips. At such times the demons of doubt and un- 
certainty lose their power, and the dark clouds that, one 
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after another, tliey spread aloDg the sky, are brushed away 
by angeh' wings, or ckanged to rainbow beauty by the God 
of Love. 

They met, not as those meet within whose bosoms liope 
has laid itself down to die ; bnt with the bounding glad- 
ness of those who clasp in their embraces all that is dear, 
or cherished, or remembered of existence. For one brief 
honr they breathed the air of Eden, and in its wild 
delights forgot that but an hoar interposed betweea them 
and a separation that might be eternal. To them there 
was no past ; no futare ; nothing hut an all-absorbing now. 
They thought not of the world around them, and envied 
not the heaven above, amid the thrilling joys of the heaven 
below. Sweet privilege of youth I why is it that you abide 
with ns no longer ? Why is it that the same sun that 
lights your coming must also shine upon your grave ? Why 
is it that the last notes of the rejoicing song that hails 
your birth are always mingled with the prelude to the 
funeral wail that mourns your decay ? Alas ! before the 
first green blade decked the bosom of earth, an immutable 
decree went forth that whenever the Angel of Love folded 
his wings on the footstool of God, he should be followed 
by the Angel of Grief, and the raptures of one be succeeded 
by the anguish of the other. The boon and the cnrse 
travel always so nearly together, that the lightning is 
■visible before the sunshine disappears. To Aaron Burr 
and Margaret Moncrieffe it was the rosy daytime now, and 
eagerly they gave themselves up to its sweet enjoyments, 
even while the muttering thunder proclaimed that the 
stormy night was approaching. ***** 

The hour of fin?il separation had arrived. 

" Will you not go with me to the boat ?" she asked, " and 
give me every possible moment of your society F" 

"No, Margaret. It would be torture to yoii and to me 
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to have the prying gaze of indifferent spectator fixed upon 
US at snch a time. Lot us part wiiere the thiobbings of 
the heart are utirepressed, and eye and tongue have full 
permission to proclaim that we would not exchange our 
loTe, hopeless as it seems, for all the eountSesa spheres that 
hang above this orb of ours." 

"Nor," she added, "nor for a myriad ages of such poor 
endearments as those with which the Eastern prophet peo- 
pled his paradise. Let it be oui-s to prove that there is a 
love as deathless as eternity; and if we raeet no more until 
the soul h p t ff tl t d g m t wh h it is 
clothed, th tl 1 y 1 th ly th h en to 
which one 11 1 th h 11 1 1 h t d m d, let 
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On tho tweDty-third of August, General Putnam, on 
account of the illness of General Greene, was asaiguod to 
the command of the works on Long Island. Four days 
afterwards, intelligence was received that the BrUish army 
was in motion. Aaron Bnrr, who, in that brief space of 
time, had made an accurate survey of the ground — who had 
visited every post and outposts— who had carefully inspected 
the troops, and made himself acquainted with tho state of 
their mind at the near approach of an engagement, gave 
it as his opinion that a battle would end in defeat. Pro- 
bably tliere was not a general officer iu the army, from 
■Washington down, who did not hold the same opinion. 
But General "Washington on this, as on many other occa- 
sions, was fettered by the public sentiment of the country. 
The great mass of the people understood no results except 
the obyious ones of battles and of victories. They did not 
understand that every hour gained by the American general 
was a step toward freedom ; that the resources of the 
enemy were daily diminishing; that our own troops were 
daily acquiring greater efficiency ; and the minds of the 
people daily approaching nnaniraity. The sturdy resistance 
to the British arms at Bunker Hill had spread abroad an 
extravagant notion of the prowess of raw militia, and men 
(110) 
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J looked for reports of victories where it was 
no small honor to escape absolute destruction. In these 
sentiments tlie majority of Congress unfortunately shared ; 
and General Wftsliington was thus often compelled to risk en- 
gagements that hia owa clear judgment told him could have 
no other result than a useless waste of life. The attempt 
to defend Long Island against a yeteraa army one-third 
more numerous than hia own, and deriving a powerful sup- 
port from the near neighborhood of their fleet, would 
never have been made, if Congress and the country could 
have been induced to leave the commander-in-chief to the 
exercise of his own judgment in the conduct of the war. 

The British attacking columns, on the morning of the 
twenty- seventh of August, were fifteen thousand strong. 
To oppose this formidable army General Putnam had an 
available force of not more than five thousand untried men. 
Courage and devotion may, and often do, a«eomplish 
miracles, but when it is opposed by equal courage, superior 
arms, superior discipline, and superior numbers, it is mad- 
ness to expect anything but disaster. In this light Major 
Burr regarded it, and so expressed himself to General Put- 
nam, who, it is well known, perfectly agreed with his aid-de- 
camp. General Putnam, however, was too good a soldier 
to question the decision of his suporiora. He was ordered 
to defend Long Island, and ho would have made the at- 
tempt if only a single company had mustered beneath hia 
banner. Immediately on hearing that General Howe was 
moving along the coast, he ordered Lord Stirling to meet 
him; and sent General Sullivan to the heights above 
Flat Bush, on the middle road. Lord Stirling promptly 
engaged the left wing of the enemy under General Grant, 
who, however, manifested no disposition to press the at- 
tack. This seeming hcaitation, or Eupineness, soon had a 
fearful solution. General Clinton, with Comwallis and 
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Percy, hid been ordered to make a circuit, and gain the 
rear of Sallivan. When the sound of their guns an- 
nounced ttat this had heen accomplished, Grant shook off 
his apathy, and pat forth liia whole strength against Lord 
Stirling. Borne back inch by Inch, the gallant Stirling, at 
the head of the Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware regi- 
ments, straggled gloriously against overwhelming numbers, 
until Lord Cornwallia fell npon his rear and poared a mur- 
derous volley into hia already shattered ranks. Even then 
he gathered the fragments of Ms corps together, anil skill- 
fully availing himself of the advantages presented by a 
marshy creek, retired slowly and in good order behiud the 
American intreuchments. While this was going on, 
General Sallivan was assailed on the heights above Flat 
Bush, by Clinton on one side, and De Heister on the other. 
Por three hours the dreadful conflict raged. For three 
hours the boom of cannon and the roar of musketry 
gave evidence of the impetuous nature of the attack, and 
the bloody obstlnary of the defense. Hemmed in oa all 
sides, his men cut down by scores at every discharge, the 
dauntless Sullivan still continued the uneqnal combat, 
renewed the disoi'dered ranks of his troops, and infused 
new fire into their flagging spiiits. General Washington 
had crossed over in the mean time, but he dared not weaken 
himself by sending a man to Sullivan's assistance, and 
could only wateh, in powerless anguish, the batehcry of 
that gallant detachment. Ked carrents raa in rivulets 
from the crimson hill, and mounds of mangled bodies were 
piled upon its sides. Honor and patriotism coald demand 
no more. All that haman coora^e could do had been 
tried; and all that human endurance could boar had been 
undergone. Slowly and reluciantly a white flag went up 
from the Continental ranks. Sullenly they laid down their 
arms and surrendered themselves prianners of war. 
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Tlirougliout tliat disastrous day Major Burr was ererj- 
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conseqcnce^ The con'^picuous coolness the quick jn- 
telligence ind tbe unwearied evLrtnns of Aaron Burr, 
contributed moie t!iin that of any other ofEcer of his 
giade to the happy result and won toi him a crown of 
lauiels tl at will nevei fade until the early history of the 
Repuhlic IS nuread and its eaily struggles forgotten. 

After the retreat from Long Island, the wildest terror 
pervaded the City of Jfew York. The horrors of a bom- 
bardment were daily and nightly before their eyes. Nor, 
it must be confessed, were these terrors confined to the 
citizens. They extended to the army, and spread throogh 
erery rank. Desertions became so frequent that General 
Washington, in one of his letters to Congress, described 
them as going off "almost by whole regiments, by half 
ones, and by eompitnies at a time." The insubordination 
and want of discipline of those that remained were also 
the sabject of frequent and bitter complaint Despairing 
of defending the city with such troops, he began his pre- 
parations for an evacuation that he foresaw would soon be 
forced upon him. The stores and baggage least wanted 
were removed beyond Eingshridge. Nine thousand men 
were stationed at Mount Washington and Kiugsbridge. 
Five thousand, under the command of Genera] Putnam, 
ocoupied the city; and the residue were posted in the 
intermediate space, in good supporting distance of either 
division. 

The British, although completely successful in the affair 
of the twenty- seventh of August, had suffered severely, 
and manifested no impatience to bring on another engage- 
ment. It was not until the fifteenth of September, that 
General Clinton landed at Kip's Bay. The scene that fol- 
lowed was the most disgraceful that occurred during the 
whole period of the Kevolution. Our men were shaking 
with dread before a gun was iired, and fled in irremediable 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



THE RIVALS. 115 

confusion at thfl first appearance of the foe. In tlic rear 
of the flying troops, Major Enrr foi:nd Captain Hamilton, 
vainly endeavoring to restore sometliing like order, and as 
vainly appealing to them, in tlie names of patriotism and 
manliness, to turn and redeem themselves from everlasting 
disgrace. Addressing himself to Burr, be said, in a tone 
of despair, — 

"The day is lost, major, and our honor ia lost with itl" 

"Not yet," was the reply. "Something may still be 
done." 

Gallantly and manfully these two straggled side by side. 
Freely and boldly they exposed their persons to the hottest 
of the British fire, and desperately charged almost alone 
upon the British bayonets. Their threats, their entreaties, 
their animating example were thrown away upon the 
panic-stricken men. The shameless race was continued, 
until the fugitives were sheltered behind the works at 
Harltem. 

Happy would it have been for Aaron Barr and Alexan- 
der Hamilton, if none but the glorious rivalry of that day 
had ever darkened their lives I On that field, in the midst 
of the dangers and distractions of a routed army, both 
gathered a rich harvest of renown ; which, to the one was 
destined to be barren of its legitimate fruits, and was 
stained by despicable meanness in the other. 

After the retreat, or rather flight, had become irretriev- 
able, Hamilton devoted his attention exclusively to his own 
company of artillery, and, by the exhibition of remarkable 
skill and courage, succeeded in leading them from the field 
with the loss of but a single gun. In riding toward Har- 
Isem, Burr discovered a brigade, who, under the impression 
that their retreat was cnt off, had thrown themselve.'i into a 
mud fort, and determined to defend it to the last. On 
learning the determination of General Knox, who cora- 
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manded the brigade, Major Burr protested yehemently 
ajjainst it; a-ssured Mm that he knew all the bj-paths 
through the country, and that he could and would guide 
them safely to the main army, Ilis offer was accepted, 
and the young aid-de-camp, himself riding in advance, led 
them to Harltem, unmolested, escept by one small detach- 
ment, that was quickly dispersed. 

If Major Eurr had lived in the days of the Roman 
repuhhc, this achievement would have won for him the 
highest honor to which a Roman soldier could aspire — 
•lie Corona Civica, awarded to him who saved the life of a 
litizen — an honor so highly esteemed that afterwards, when 
the republic was converted into a despotism, and the senate 
had exhausted its ingenuity in inventing honors for Augus- 
tus, they crowned the whole by decreeing that the Corona 
Civica should be forever suspended from the top of his 
house. The degree of credit to be ascribed to Burr's con- 
duet on this occasion may be correcUy estimated when it is 
remembered that of a brigade of twenty-seven hundred 
men who surrendered at Fort Washington a short time 
afterwards, only five hundred, or less than one-fifth, sur- 
vived the ill treatment they received in the prison ships of 
England. Partly on account of the unfortunate differences 
between him and the commander-in-chief, and partly oa 
account of the malign influences that followed him wherever 
he went, he never reaped from this brilliant achievement 
any substantial advantages. 

That night General Howe camped in front of the Amer- 
icans, his right resting on the East River, his left on the 
Hadaon. The next day our troops had recovered from 
their panic, and, in a sharp action of fonr or five hours' 
duration, obtained a decided advantage over the British. 
The spirited conduct of the men in this affair, so different 
from that of the day before, surprised General Hoive, and 
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deterred him from raaliing a general aaaauit on Washing- 
ton's position. It did more ; it inspired him witii so mucfc 
caution, that for threo weeks he lay almost wholly inactive 
in sight of his enemy. 

James Billings had followed the retreating army from 
New York, and on the third day after the occupation of 
Harliem, he waa seated on one of the guns of Hamilton's 
battery, apparently watching through a telescope the 
moremeuta of the enemy. It was not long before he was 
joined by that officer, who inquired, — 

"Why did you not come to my tent, Billings, instead of 
aflking an interview here ?" 

"Canvas walls," was the cool reply, "are liable to two 
very serioos objections: they obstruct sight, and do not 
obstruct sound. It might be inconvenient to have our con- 
Tcrsation overheard and repeated by a banging soldier at 
the back of your tent. I prefer the open air, where you 
are certain that no one can come near enough to listen 
without yonr knowledge." 

"A tent is indeed a poor place for the discussion of pri- 
vate matters, and I should not have suggested it if I had 
supposed you bad anything of importance to communicate 
BO soon." 

"Nor have T much to tell, if you allude to our plans in 
reference to Major Burr. Most men have been too busy 
since our last interview to waste time in listening to stories 
of private scandal; yet I have not been altogether idle. I 
have already whispered a pretty little story of the seduc- 
tion of Miss Moncricffe, in a quarter where it will be sure 
to reach the general. By the way, captain, do yoa know 
I have a shrewd suspicion that we are mnch nearer the 
truth thia time than we were before ?" 

" Why BO ? What have yon seen 1" 

"Nothing myself; but servants will talk, you know, and 
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both General Putnam'h ind Qpneral Mifflin'^ speak of 
longer inteiTiewa and more tendei parlmgs than were to 
haye been expected betwetu tlie daughter of a British 
major and a rebel in arms against his king " 

"I do not believe it Mrs Putnam would have turned 
them both ont of the house at the fiist appearance of 
impropriety, much less of crimmal mteiLOurse " 

" Well, I do believe it , but as it will equally favor our 
schemes whether he la really guilty or we only make him ap- 
pear so, it is not worth while to discuss the truth of the case. 
Besides, I do not want to have my belief in his present 
guilt dispelled. After having been actively instrumental in 
circulating one false story of the kind, it is a comfort to 
think that I have discovered a true one at last." 

The color faded from the cheek of Hamilton, and his 
voice trembled, as he replied, — 

"Let me beg of you, Mr. Billings, not to refer again to 
Adelaide Clifton. That tragedy has been played out, and 
I would rather hear no illn'iion to it particularly in your 
cold and devilish tones As to Maior Burr, I am half 
inclined to abandon my plana against him. When he came 
to my side the other i\j and generously assisted me in 
arresting the flight of my pan c stricken men — when I heard 
his earnest appeals to them not to abandon their guns, and 
saw him desperately expose his life to save me from that 
deep disgrace, the memory of the wrongs I had done him 
smote me like a bolt of iron; and the thought has ever 
since haunted me that it would be the better, as it is the 
more manly policy, to discard all underhand intrigues, and 
trust to superior energy or superior fortune in the race 
between us." 

"There is a little question to be settled. Captain Hamil- 
ton, before taking that resolution, which I should be sorry 
to think you had entirely overlooked." 
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"Pray what is that ?" 
How far .you have a right to engage men in schemes 
for your benefit, and then abandon them to the mercy of 
enemies they have made on your account." 

" If I remember rightly, yoa ha<i the frankness to inform 
me that yonr aei'vicea were rendered chiefly with a view to 
your own advanfiement. " 

Certa ulyl I am not so f nd of tortuous paths as to 
tread them w thout tl e hope of eward Still yon must 
not f rget that t was yo ^elf wl o dev sed a plan for the 
de t net on of a la gerona r val In the o oc t on ot that 
jla yoa bought my iss t-in e "When yo r vovs v re 
nnfolleitome I cone rred n your op n on a I la) ore 1 
f&thfully accorlng to yo r d reel s I hal lo otier 
nterest n t th n that of 1 nd g yo to me 1 y h t es 
that heroafte you could not decently refuse any eisonaile 
reqnest I might make. You showed me a moans of accom- 
plishing the object I had at heart, and I adopted it. If 
vou had shown me any other, it would liave been the same. 
Of my motives I make no concealment. I was willing to 
work for you now, and take the chances of your paying 
me hereafter. A part of my work, the most disagreeable 
and the most dangerous part too, is done. Your bond to 
ne is uncanceled, and yon have no right to lessen my 
!ecnrity for its future payment." 

"Suppose I admit the force of your reasoning, how will 
you prove that I jeopard your interests by refraining from 
Further acts of hostility to Major Burr ?" 

"It needs no proof. The proposition is self-eTident. 
You may remember the fable of the serpent which stung a 
child and killed it. The father endeavored to destroy the 
reptile, but only succeeded in striking off a part of its 
tail. Afterwards a reconciliation took place, and the two 
engaged in friendly conversation. The man pressed the 
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serpent to come out from his hole; an invitation his Bnake- 
ship politely declined. 'Whjnot come out?' aeked the 
man. 'Are we not Mends?' 'Oh, yes I but your deod 
child and my shortened tail are not ; and we should quarrel 
on their account,' You are in the condition of the ser- 
pent. There is that between you and Aaron Burr that 
maltea a truce impossible, and if you leave your hiding- 
place before yon have an opportunity to stiug him, you are 
lost." 

Something, not exactly a sneer, nor yet a smile— a com- 
pound expression of anger and mortification, curled the 
lip of Ilarailton, and imparted fl. tone of bitterness to his 
reply, — 

"1 presume you do not espect me to thant you for 
the compliment dedacible from your story, and its applica- 
tion. That Major Burr is a true man I know ; that he 
is a man of genius all report agrees ; yet I did not know- 
that you held him in such high esteem, or regarded me as 
so deficient in like qualities, as to render an open contest 
between us one of certain defeat to me. Yon will pardon 
me, I trust, if my vanity prevents me from looking at the 
picture in the same light that you do. I am loth to be- 
lieve that I may not couch a lance at his breast on terms 
of eqnahty." 

" Six months ago you might have done so ; but within 
that time events have transpired that put you at perilous 
disadvantage, "What would become of your open rivalry, 
if he should discover and proclaim your agency in bringing 
about the quarrel between himself and the commander-in- 
chief ? I will not refer to other matters, as they are disa- 
greeable to you. That alone would be sufficient to blast 
you in the estimation of your comrades and your supe- 
riors. What security can you have that he does not make 
the discovery? Or suppose he does not, you will be for- 
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ever haunted by the fear of detection. Your resolutions 
will be vacillating, and your efforts will be timid. Can 
you doubt wtat use a bold and sagacions adveraary would 
make of such advantages ? Be assured that if you meau 
to run out the race of ambition in which you have entered, 
you must crush Aaron Burr without his knowing the hand 
that deals the blow. For you there is no return ; and 
hesitstioD is destruction. The ambitious aspirant can hope 
for no forgiveness when his errors are exposed ; for the 
only evidence of amendment that will be received is an 
abandonment of the designs he haa cherished. You have, 
indeed, the alternative of retiring to private life, or of 
contenting yourself in a subordinate position. When you 
are no longer in the way, men may overlook your former 
indiscretions, and extend to you the charity of forgetfu!- 
ness. If you have made up your mind to this course, it is 
but fair thit you should take upon lourself the blame for 
whit his passed and leivo mo unimpeJed by any other 
enmities th^n thise with which yju found mo If, on the 
other hand you are resolved not to abandon your hopes 
of power and greatne s there is no allematiTe except a 
steady per^i,.tence in the plans we have adopted. Major 
Buti must be kept too busy in rep 11 ng new ac uaafons to 
all )w him le su e foi m nute n j to the so r es of 

old ones In mv judgment this 11 1 e ea fo I (eat, 
that I believe he is guilty this t me and n h fforts to 
hide the real cime he will be very apt to overlook the 
false accusation 

"And I repeat," answered Ham Ito th t I lo not, 
and cannot believe him guilty though to y a who a e a 
doubter of the existence of virtu my re sons m yaj^ear 
ridiculous. Ho is too highly esteemed by General Putnam, 
and too warmly loved by his wife, to have committed an act 
of EUC& flagrant immorality beneath their roof. I ca.nuot 
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be mii,taken. He is aa certainly innocent as I am. There 
may have been some love passages between them, for she 
is a girl well calculated to inspire tbe almost madness of 
passion ; but if so, they were of aa honorable natni'e, and 
botli General Putnam and his wife have been apprised of 
whatever has taken place." 

" Ah !" exclaimed Billings, in a tone of more surprise 
than he was wont to exhibit : " ah ! I had not thoaght of 
that. It is possible," he continued, after a pause, " that you 
have bit the right nail on the head 1 Upoa reSection, I 
am inclined to think yon have. That foolish girl, to whom 
I paid fifty dollars for watching Miss Moncrieffe and re- 
porting her acts, has been giving me her inferences, and 
calling them facts ; and I, like an idiot, swallowed her 
story without investigation, because I wanted to believe it. 
Another such a blunder will woefully lessen my self-confi- 
dence, though, in this case — thank the stars, or the devil, or 
whatever goblin or sprite had a finger in the business — 
the mistake is of no great consequence. He will be quite 
as anxious to protect the fame of his intended wife as he 
would have been to hide the errors of his victim. Either 
will give him food for anxious thought ; and the best of it 
is, that he will be so hampered by pride and delicacy in the 
one case, or by the consciousness of guilt in the other, 
that ho will take no notice of the report unless it is forced 
upon him so publicly as to be unavoidable. You have the 
trumps io your own hand, Captain Hamilton, and if you 
do not win the game, the fault will he yours." 

"There is one view of the case which does not seem to 
have occurred to you, Mr. Billings, that strikes me as wor- 
thy of consideration. Is it not possible that, to win the 
daughter's hand, he may seek to recommend himself to the 
father's favor, by turning traitor to his country? Sucb 
things have happened in times not very remote from ours." 
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"No, captain; I thought of that, and dismissed tlie idea 
as altogether improbable. It is possible, to be sure, tliat 
a man in lore may make an infernal fool of himself in 
CYery conceivable way, and Major Burr would save us a 
great deal of trouble by proving himself no exception to 
the rule ; but he will not do it. It is my habit to study 
attentively the character and dispositions of those who 
occupy to me the relations of friend or foe. Major Bun", 
thongh properly neither the one nor tlie other, is in my way, 
and has not escaped my scrutiny. His heart is in the 
American cause. He does not adhere to it, as you and I 
do, because he believes it will triumph in the end. He is 
bound to it by birth, by kindred, by education, and by 
association. He comes of the old Puritan stock who first 
settled the wilderness ; and the liones of his ancestors, for 
generations back, are moldering beneath this soil. It is 
my fixed opinioa that if he were suspended over the pit of 
hell, and jou were to offer him the alternative of betraying 
his country or dropping into the burning lake, he would 
choose the latter. I know you are thiaking that, admit- 
ting this to be so, it does not negative your suggestion, 
since it would be easier to take this sudden and desperate 
resolve than to resist the daily and hourly pleading of the 
passions, when a beautiful woman is the lure. Applied to 
a nature like yours, the reasoning is undoubtedly correct. 
Major Burr is of a diiFerent stamp. In him patriotism is 
stronger than love; and if the gifted beauty from whom 
Socrates took lessons, and of wliom Pericles was first the 
pupil and then the slave, could again revisit the earth, the 
eloquence which captivated the philosopher, arid the charms 
which enraptured the warrior- statesman would be wasted 
in the effort to win him to the side of England. I use 
strong language, for I wish to impress upon you my earnest 
conviction of the truth of what I utter. We must make 
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our calculatiooa upon wianing the game without any assist- 
ance from him." 

"You are assuming more than half tbe argument," 
responded Captain Hamilton. "You are tating it for 
granted that I intend to play out that game; whereas I 
have informed you that I am strongly inclined to throw 
up my hand and begin afresh." 

"I did not think you serious, particularly as I have 
heard from yon no denial of my right tn be consalted 
about a matter which so materially affects my interests." 

"I do deny it, and insist that I alone am the rightful 
judge of the course it becomes me to take," 

" You are in error. Captain Hamilton, and your position 
will not bear argument, if 1 were disposed to arge it It 
would do me no good, however, and afford me no pleasure 
to convince you against your will. I prefer that your 
decision should be made according to your own sense of 
what is due to me and to yourself, only insisting that as I 
have no fancy for the gamo of blind man's buff, you will 
not leave me to grope in the dark, but inform mo distinctly 
what your determination is." 

The perfect coolness of the practiced villain, the total 
absence of every expression of regret, anger, or astonish- 
ment, and his studied avoidance of every word that implied 
a threat, had a meaning for Alexander Hamilton that was 
perfectly terrible. Until recently, he had looked npon 
James Billings merely as an unscrupulous knave, who 
might be used when necessary, and bullied or bought into 
silence wheu his services were no longer needed. After 
he was too deeply committed to recede, he discovered that 
he was, to a great extent, in the power of a man of vast 
mental resources, of greath wealth, (how great no one 
knew ;) without a touch of fear, or pity, or remorse ; full of 
ambitious schemes, as yet bat dimly disclosed ; prepared 
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to commit any human crime that promoted his viewB, and 
reckless of any human suffering that might follow his acts. 
Knowing this man a? he did ; knowing that with him 
there was no middle ground — that he must be either an 
ally or au enemy; knowing, further, that in leas than one 
hour from the date of a rnpture iietween them, he would 
be plotting his deatinction, as earnestly as he was now 
scheming for his advancement, and remembering how 
much that was black and damning he couid reveaJ, Cap- 
tain Hamilton, hold as he was, felt his heart sink within 
him, and his good resolutions took to themselves wings 
and flew away. 

Oh, it is a bitter, bitter draught, when the haughty son 
of genius finds that by one misstep, one plunge into crime, 
a thing to which he had ascribed no more than a reptile's 
consequence has obtained the mastery over his actions, 
and whenever his better nature turns in horrur from the 
crimes to which he is urged, there stands the relentless 
demon beckoning forward with one hand, while the other 
points to an abyss of infamy behind 1 Whenever, too, his 
guardian angel whispers "Return — repent," its low tone 
is drowned by a louder voice, which says " One step more, 
and you are safe ; one more deed of shame is all that is 
needed. There, beyond that one deed, lie power, and 
wealth, and honor. Courage, and they are yours 1 To 
turn back is weakness — worse thau weakness; it is self- 
destruction 1 Ton cannot recall the past, and you have 
done so much, that the little more required will scarcely 
add a feather's weight to your guilt!" And so he goes 
on from crime to crime, under the delusive belief that each 
one is the last ; that each one is all that intervenes between 
him and the prize he is losing his soul to win. Hamilton 
reasoned as thousands had done before him, and fell, as 
they did, into a mora! hell, which is robbed of none of its 
11* 
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tortures by the giliiing of WDildly success IIis leply nas 
an indet to tLe thoughts tl at oppressed him 

"I have no alternative I suppose bnt to yield to jour 
wishes or to blow out your biams' 

"And tlie last altemative is one that I trnst Captain 
Hamilton instantly dismissed since these same biains may 
be seiviceably employed in the promotion of his interests ' 

"I did d smi^s it "Why or wheicloie is immaterial 
My resolution is taken to go on as we agreed at our last 
interview in the city As I imder'itand that you have 
nothing particuhr to communirate m lefeience to that 
matter it is best to diop the subject ' 

"1 had no idea when I broached it, that it wonld lead 
to so much conversation between us ; still, I do not like to 
leave anything nnEnished ; and I confess to some curiosity 
to know what pleasant vision you were indulging a short 
time since, in connection with, my sudden decease." 

"Mr. Billings, you spared me the mortification of list- 
ening to a threat from you, and I would willingly have 
exercised a like forbearance. If anything should sound 
unpleasant in what I am going to say, remember that 
your inquiry extracted it. The vision I was indulging is 
one that will remain near mo hereafter. The day that t 
resolve to break off our connection, will be the last of your 
life. You have the power to injure me deeply, and when- 
ever I snspect that joti are about to use it, (and I shall 
suspect it the moment we quarrel,) I will slay you as cer- 
tain as there is a God in heaven !" 

The words were hissed through his closed teeth, and the 
bloodless lips scarcely moved when the sound escaped 
them. The superhuman self-control of Billings failed him 
for once, and his eye quailed before the glance of fire that 
was fixed upon him. It required a strong effort to recover 
from his confusion, and reply in his usual voice. 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



THE al VA LS. 127 

"That is a bond Ijetween us I bad not thougbt of. By 
the Lord, there are few friendships so well cemented as 
ours ! A quarrel is death to both. Well, I do not lament 
the little wrangling that has brought us to so clear an 
understanding, and I predict that our work will he better 
and more harmoniously done, since it is manifest that a 
failure on either side will be followed by consequences so 
serions. We will, if yon please, consider this long episode 
at an end. I sought you to say that I am going to-night 
fo the City of New York, and from there I must take a 
journey southward. It will probably be two months or 
more before you see me again. In the mean time it will 
be best to let the little seed I hare planted grow untended. 
Indeed, if General Howe is a soldier of as much capacity 
as he is represented, he will leave you no leisure to attend 
to private matters. At the head of his force, he ought to 
drive General Washington from the State, of New York 
in two days. The Americana can make no efficient stand 
until he is drawn inland, beyond the reach of aid from his 
shipping, and is weakened by the garrisons he must leave 
behind. 1 may have occasion to write to jou, and if so, 
take it for granted that there is not one word of truth in 
the visible contents. When yoa are alone, hold it over a 
hot fire, and whatever then appears upon the third page 
you may rely on." 

" Going to the city, did you say ? That is impossible ; 
the enemy's lines extend from river to river." 

"Nevertheless 1 must make the attempt; and I havo 
accomplished more difficult feats before now. Take this 
glass," he continued, "and examine that skirt of timber to 
the left. I thought I detected the glitter of scarlet uni- 
forms among the aatumn leaves." 

Hamilton took the glass, and, after a brief survey of the 
ground, closed it again, saying, — 
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" It is aothing bat a post of videttes. " 

"I know it," replied Billings; "but look again. There 
is a lot of officers coming tiiia way, and there ia no occasion 
for letting them know that our conversation has had refer- 
ence to anything else than the perfection, or imperfection 
of General Howe's dispositions. Give me the glass." 

Taking the instrument, he adjusted it to his eye, and ran 
it along the whole length of the British line. 

"General Howe," he said, just as the officers to whom 
he had alluded approached the spot, "General Howe seems 
to like your company so well, that he is preparing to make 
a permanent encampment in your neighborhood. Tou have 
reason to thank your stars that England did not send out a 
more energetic commander." 

"What do yon mean?" asked one of the younger ofB- 
cers. "Do you think General Howe ought to make an 
attack on these fortified heights?" 

" 1 am not a military man, and my opinion is not entitled 
to much consideration. General Howe, doubtless, knows 
his own business better than I do ; but if I was at the head 
of yonder army of red-coats, I think these fortified heights 
would be mine before the rising of to-moirow's sun, and 
George Washington a captive or a fugitive. In my judg- 
ment. Genera] Howe is over-cautious." 

"You speak like a fool I" replied the officer, hotly, 
"An army of fifteen thousand freemen, behind these works, 
is more than a match for treble that nnmher of hireling 
mercenaries." 

"I deserve the rebuke," answered Billings, with a bland 
smile, "for venturing an opinion on a subject of which, I 
confess, I am ignorant. I shall not hereafter question the 
ability of the American army to perform miracles. Indeed, 
I was myself a witness to an achievement of theirs which 
has few recorded parallels. To my certain knowledge, on 
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the flfteeuth of this prescDt montli, they made the distance 
from New York to Iladiem at an average speed of about 
twelve miiea to the hour, and ia sach remarkable oi'der, 
that not a single colonel wag able to find his regiment, and 
very few captains poBsessed a more accurate knowledge of 
the whereabouts of their companies. Gentlemen, I bid yon 
good day!" 

At the conclusion of this bitter speech, James Biiliogs 
made a polite bow, and walked deliberately away, 

"Who is he, Hamilton?" asked two or three of the 
astonished officers at once. 

"Some years ago," he replied, "I knew him a^ a trader 
between Kew York and the West Indies, Afterwards, I 
understood that he had accumulated a fortune and retired 
from business. What are his present pursuits I do not 
know. I do know, however, that he is a zealous and effi- 
cient friend of the patriot cause." 

"I should have taken him for a soldier," answered 
General Lee, who was among the group, "Hia voice has 
the ring of tried metal, and I will stake more than I could 
well afford to lose, tliat it has been heard above the sound 
of clashing steel befoie this war began." 

"I knew him only as a merchant," said Hamilton, "and 
never heard him allude to any other service in which he 
had been engaged. Your conjecture may be correct, 
though I think it improbable. Ho was too familiar with 
the details of the mercantile business not to have passed 
many years ia acquiring a knowledge of that hazardous 
calling," 

Captain Hamilton had, in reality, no certain knowledge 
of the former occupations of James Billings. He knew 
enough to be assured that they had not been of the most 
reputable kind, and this made him desiroas of appearing 
more ignorant than he was. Kot knowing to what the 
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present conversation might lead, he hastened to change it 
by abruptly iaqairing, "What do yoa think of our posi- 
tion, general ? Can we hold it ?" 

This question led, as he expected and desired, to an ani- 
mated discussion, in the heat of which James Billings and 
his biting retort were forgotten. 
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" WJi&la'ec ttnt Uionght, Btlll imojipreBaBil, 
The pride lila hnngbtj brow cereals, 

The retreat from New York was the begmmng of a 
eeries of disasters that almost annihilated the American 
army, and spread among the people a feeliog of dis- 
may BO general that the most hopeful trembled for the 
result. That was emphatically the time "that tried men's 
souls." Every messenger tkat galloped through the conn- 
t y a ried t'd'n a of woe. Congress fled in terror from 
PI ladelpha Th tears of the wife mingled with the 
bio d of the hu band ; and the wail of the orphan rose 
ab e tl nnbu d corpse of the father. General Wash- 
nt,t n at th ho 1 of a miserable remnant of four thon- 
sac I n n n 1 en through New Jersey, and beyond the 
D law St 11 ndismayed, he kept the field with his 

1 ttl band an 1 nt General Putnam to Philadelphia, 
(th n the 1 g t ty in America,) to make such prepara- 
tnt dfneathe time allowed. In the active dis- 
cha ge of tie nn rous duties that devolved upon him as 
th Id mp f General Pntnam, the days and nights 
of M J Burr fuOy occupied. General Washington 

1 ad d lain of intrenchments and redoubts to be 
th wn p f m th Delaware to the Schuylkill. The pro- 
per performance of this service required a degree of scien- 
tific knowledge that General Putnam did not possess, and 
he was compelled to trust a great deal to his aid-dc-camp. 
(131) 
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His contidutice was not misplaced. Major Burr was every- 
where present, carrying orders, giving directions to the 
workmen, and encouraging them in their labors. His 
slender frame was proof against fatigue, and his buoyant 
spirits neither permitted despondency in himself nor in 
othere. The difficulties to be overcome were greatly in- 
creased, from the fact that the command consisted almost 
entirely of militia. General Washington could spare no 
others. He had need of all the regular troops he could 
muster for the brilliant winter campaign he was then con- 
templating, and which, beginning with the battle of Tren- 
ton, in three weeks resulted in relieving Philadelphia, in 
the recaptnre of every post the enemy had taken along the 
Delaware, and in the reconquesfc of almost the whole of 
the Jerseys. A campaign so astonishing, that an Italian 
historian declares it was "regai-ded with wonder by all 
imtions, aa well as the Americans." 

From the gloom of despondency the spirits of the army 
aud the people rose to the highest pitch of esnlting hope. 
Philadelphia was no longer in immediate danger; and in 
the new disposition of his forces. General Washington 
transferred General Putnam to Princeton, in New Jersey. 
At this place Aaron Burr was born, and here his childhood 
was nnraed ; at this place his father and his mother were 
buried; at this place his education had been acquired. A 
few years before, he had gone out from its college walls 
happy and contented, with no want to oppress him, no 
sorrow to harass, no wrong to madden, Happy in the 
possession of his books, happy in the friendship of his as- 
sociates, happier still in the kindness of his relatives, a life 
flf Bunny brightness spread itself out before the student. 
He came buck to it a boy still in appearance, but in ac- 
complishments a soldier of proved ability; and in heart a 
worn and sorrow-stricken man. He stood alone between 
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tl e i? ivQf I li ho It red partnta, and let his mmd ran. 
bid upon thi, famil} litorj For three generations it 
hid fflin shed the most o lehrated lawyers, clerg'jraen, and 
btatesmen of the iroTUieea His father was eminent as 
the President of Pr nceton Cnllege, and still more emineat 
&B a palpit oiitor H s motl pr was the most accomplished 
woman of her tnne and the daughter of that Jonathan 
Ldwaids who js still pomtel to with pride, and whose 
memory 13 stiil cheiished with fond affection by every 
genuine ion of Hew Englaud On both aides, every drop 
of blood that Sowed m h =! veins came from a fountain of 
unsulhed pority an 1 m tH long retrospect there wag not 
one act to call a bhsh of shaiie to the cheek of their 
descendant From these p ond and pleasing recollections, 
he cime do\\n to 1 is oisn less enviable lot. 

"Kot npou me," he said, "can the curse have fallen, 
that the sins of the parent shall be visited upon the chil- 
dren, even nnto the third generation ; for tlie three gener- 
ations have gone by, and each one has been marked by the 
upheavinga of a piety as fervent as that of Isaiah when the 
Seraphim had touched his lips with a living coal. Why 
did I not follow in their footsteps ? Why did I not take 
up the weapons of the church, and do battle for the re- 
demption of souls, rather than engage in the less ennobling 
strife whose fruits, however sweet, are mortal still; and 
whose victories, however greut, are unsung in that eternal 
world in which at last the spirit finds its resting-place ? 
What healing balsam can the world's brief triumphs pour 
on the riven fibers of the heart ? From glory's fountain no 
Lethean waters roll over buried hopes and blasted joys. 
The higher we climb, tlie more we become like the Alpine 
glacier, from which the sun's beama are thrown in frozen 
radiance, and whose very brightness reveals more distinctly 
the gaps and rentti that warring storms have made. 
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" Not to earthly honors did the venerated dead beneath 
me look for consolation and support. Not there did the 
father, tbe grandfather, and the great-grandfather turn 
when the trials that aflict the upright as well as the unde- 
serving came upon them. Their thoughts turned upward 
in adversity, and to them crushed afTections became a bless- 
ing, even as the bruised petals of the rose exhale a sweeter 
odor than its opening bloom gave out. To these pleasant 
fields I also was invited. Was it my fault that I accepted 
not the invitation ? Surely it was in my nature to labor as 
they labored, and to worship as they worshiped I From 
my eariiest boyhood the Bible has been to me the book of 
books. Its grand conceptions, its lofty poetry, and its 
pure morality, apart from the memory of its inspiration, 
clothed it in niiraent of light ; and, one after another, my 
soul drnnk in its beauties— from the beai-ded majesty of 
Moses to the vailed mystery of Malachi ; from the fiery 
eloquence of Paul to the tearful history of John, There 
was nothing repugnant to my taste in the profession my 
fathers followed. Ko habit of idleness to deter — no love 
of dissipation to draw mo from the Christian's walks. Nor 
were there wanting warm-hearted friends to remind me of 
their useful lives, and urge me to follow their blameless 
example. Yet I turned from it to wander through the 
mazes of a labyrintii that leads 1 know not where, but 
which I do know is infested by a poisonous malaria, in 
whose presence peace and happiness have withered and 
died. Was the choice mine ? or w as it the fulSilraont of 
an eternal decree hung up in heaven centuries ago? or 
hare I fallen upon the times when ihe Evil One, his thou- 
sand years of bondage over, is permitted to revisit the 
earth and lure the creature from the service of hia Cre- 
ator? Oh 1 much of this must remain unknown nutil the 
soul stands up before the illuminated record that is its ac- 
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cQsor, its advocate its witness and its judge TJatil that 
dicadhour let me be contented with the knowledge that the 
load to ledcniption not nnfrecjuently runs thmugh toiis 

Iq the hist flush of jonth hfe and fortune weie fieely 
offered to my countiy Anothei saciifli,e was demanded; 
and even as Ahraham journeyed to the mountams of Mo- 
iiah with the child of hiS old age did I beai an offLiing a 
thonsand times more precious than his and tist it down 
upr n her altars But unlike bim theie was no Toice to 
stay my hand — no ram entangled in the bushes foi a Bub- 
stitnte The duty is fulfilled the suffering ri,mBins Yet 
to buffer well is ti ttmmph, aul come nhat may no tear 
bliall loU over my cheek — no murmur escape my lips " 

The self piomise then made was faithfully ledeemed In 
prospetity and ilverbity, it the height of power, m pov- 
cit\ and exile that mighty heart was tiue to itself True 
alwuyii True and unfiltenng to the last 

Up to this time his enemies had accompliiihed a gieat 
deal though not all they expected Morally they had 
effectually degraded him in the ejes of the commandei lu- 
chiaf, but they had not blinded him to Major Bun's 
mihtaiy merits They had strong hopes that when the 
-rmycame to be leorgamzed, and Washington (npon whom 
Uongreas hid conferred dictatorial powers) shjuld come 
to make his ofiicial appointments Bur wluH be over- 
looked It was impossible foi meaner natures to under- 
stand folly the charactei of that illastnous man They 
made the mistake of snppjsing that his private piejudioes 
tt uld influence his ippointments wheieas patiiotism and 
military capacity «eie his requisites and in these his judg- 
ment was laidy at fault The veiy persecution to which 
Burr had been snbiected was in this aspect an advantage to 
him The eye of the general was diawn more paiticularly 
to him and he nas leos inclmid to ludge his coiidui-t from 
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the reporta of others. Major Burr himself, knowing the 
prejudice against him at Lead quart era, untie ip ate d do 
appointment. He judged wrongly; as others did. 

In July, 1T1T, Geneml Washington inclosed him the 
commission of lieu ten ant- colonel in the Continental army; 
an honor never before or since conferred upon a man of his 
age, unlesa General La Fayette can be regarded as an excep- 
tion. His new appointment removed him from the family 
of General Putnam, whose unfaltering friendship and manly 
sympathy had cheered the darkest hours of his life. The 
parting on both sides was marked by feelings of warm and 
earnest regard. 

" Good-by, my boy," faltered oat the genera!, wringing 
Burr's slender hand in his own hard and horny grasp. 
"Tour colonel is one of the best of men, and purest of 
patriots. He is no soldier, and only accepted the command 
because his refusal would have been an Injury to the patriot 
cause. If yoa please him, as I know yoa will, he will soon 
turn over the regiment to your exclusive control, and I ex- 
pect to hear such accounts of you as will make me feel 
proud of the interest I have taken in yonr advancement." 

" Thank you, genera!, for this and for all your kindness. 
If you hear aught of Aaron Burr that does not give you 
pleasure, it will be that he has fallen in the battle's front, 
in the fall and faithful discharge of his duty to his country. " 

Returning the warm pressure of the friendly hand, Colo- 
nel Bnrr mounted his horse and rode off to join his regi- 
ment. In those days a regiment consisted of an indeflulte 
number of men, according to the success that attended its 
recruiting officers. Malcolm's regiment, to which Colonel 
Burr was assigned, was encamped on the Ramapo, and 
contained only about three hundred effective men. Nothing 
was easier than for a finished man of the world, and a born 
soldier like Burr, to obtiun a complete ascendency over the 
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mind of a man conscious of liis owu deficiencies, and sin- 
cerely desirous, on his country's acconnt, that the command 
should bo confided to more competent hands. In a few 
weeks, he became so perfectly satisfied that everything 
might be trnsted to his lieutenant-colonel, that he withdrew 
entirely from the regiment, and noTer once interfered with 
its discipline or led it into battle while Colonel Burr con- 
tinned in the service. 

Therule of Malcolm had been an easy one; and Colonel 
Burr was surrounded by difficulties at the outset that called 
forth all his energies. The men were raw and inexperi- 
enced. The junior officers, taken mostly from the city, 
were destitute of military knowledge, and effeminate in 
their habits. Transferred at once from the indnlgent sway 
of Malcolm to the rigid discipline of a man who was 
"every inch a soldier," and expected every one under his 
command to become like himself, the change operated, as 
such changes almost always do, most favorably upon the 
men, and unfavorably npon the officers. The soldiers sub- 
mitted cheerfully to the long drills, the severe inspections) 
and the strict enforcement of every miiitaryreguiatiou, when 
tliey saw that their officers were subjected to the same 
treatment. They respected the commander who was not 
above inspecting every pound of their rations and every 
article of their clothing, in order to convince himself that 
they were not imposed npon in either respect; and they 
absolutely loved him when they saw him making daily visits 
to the bospitsil, to examine the condition of the sick and 
afford them every comfort it was possible to obtain. This 
great step gained, he turned liis attention to tlie officers, 
whose murmui's he had hitherto pretended not to hear. 
They were now subjected to a rigid, examination, and at its 
conelnsion he very quietly ordered a portion of tliem home, 
intimating that tliey had chosen the ^vrong profession, and 
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had belter remain there. This bold step was illegal, and 
lie IcQew it ; but it was demanded by the necessities of the 
times; and General Conway, under whose command he 
then was, cordially approved it. Thenceforward his task 
WAS easy. The remaining officers and the men went about 
their duties with a determination to perform, them well. 
His ranks filled np, order reigned, and he had the satisfac- 
tion of writing to General Putnam that there was not a 
better disciplined regiment in the service. 

Just as he had brought his soldiery to this satisfactory 
state of efficiency, a rumor reached him that a British force, 
two thousand strong, had marched out of New York and 
were within thirty miles of hia position. Kejoiced at the 
opportunity thus offered of rendering a signal service to 
the cause, lie put his men in raotii)n to meet them. Ou the 
march he was met by an express from General Putnam, 
advising him to remove the public stores in his possession, 
and retreat to the mountains. 

As the dispatch was in the form of advice, and ci 
taincd no positive order, Colunel Burr determined to dis 
gard it. A hard march of sixteen miles brought him by 
sundown to Paramns, where a body of militia had assem- 
bled, who. in their ignorance of military matters, were 
wasting time and labor in building a breastwork of fence' 
rails. Uniting Ms own troops with the militia, and putting 
a stop to the useless work in which they were engaged, he 
posted the whole command in an advantageous position, 
gave strict injunctions to guard against surprise, and pro- 
ceeded himself, at the liead of seventeen picked men, to 
ascertain the numbers and position of the enemy. About 
ten o'clock at night he learned from a countryman that lie 
was «ithin a mile of their picket guard. His men by this 
time were so much wearied that he thought it best to give 
them some repose, and, leading them into a thick wood, he 
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Jeft them there and proceeded alone to recouuoiter. Ha 
soon discovered l.hafc the information received from tlie 
countryman was correct, and further, that the picket of the 
enemy, entirely unapprehensive of danger, were fast asleep, 
and guarded by two sentries only. The British, uncon- 
scious of the near neighborhood of a hostile force, had laid 
down to sleep, leaving their camp fires burning. By crawl- 
ing close np to the sentries, aod bringing their bodies 
between him and the blazing fires, he was able to mark 
exactly their position, and to obfain a very correct knowl- 
edge of the mimbers of the sleeping gnarrl. His observa- 
tions satisfied him that the picket might easily lie captured 
or destroyed. Quickly returning to liis own men, who had 
fal'en asleep, overcome by fatigue, ho roused them from 
their slumbers, and, briefly explaining liis object, ordered 
them to follow in perfect silence Notwithstanding all the 
celerity he could exert, by the time they arrived at the 
picket camp the fires had burned so low that the forms of 
the sentries could iiot be distinguished. Still he was sure 
he had marked the place too well to be mistakeii. A whis- 
pered order was passed along the hne, and, throwing him- 
self ou the ground, after the Indian fashion, he crawled 
toward his object. The rustling of a bush within five paces 
of liim, attracted the attention of one of the sentries; his 
musket was brought suddenly down, and the stern challenge, 
"who goes there?" echoed through the woods. The an- 
swer was a leadeu messenger from Burr's pistol, acd the 
unfortunate soldier sank to rest upon his post. Almost at 
tlie same moment the order to "charge" rang loud and 
ciear from his lips. Before the drowsy Britons gained 
their feet, the Americans were among them. In tlieir 
astonishment, there was no thought of resistance. Only 
one man attempted to use his arms. He was bayoneted on 
the spot, and the remainder— twenty -seven privates, two 
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non-commissioned and one commissioned officer — surrea- 
dered tlieraselves prisoners of war. 

Dispatch is the soul of military operations. Tbe great 
Napoleon, after his Italian campaigns, declared that he 
had beaten tlie overwlielming numbers that were sent 
against him solely because their generals did not under- 
stand the value of minutes. Nothing was ever lost by 
Aaron Burr for the want of activity. He did not even 
wait to SCO that all his prisoners were secured, before send- 
ing off a messenger to bring up the forces he had left at 
Paramas. .He had not closed his eyes for more than 
thirty-six hours, yet he allowed himself no repose. 
Through tiie morning, messengers were dispatched to dif- 
ferent neighborhoods to bring up all the militia that could 
be gatJiered. These messengei-s spread the tidings of his 
partial snccess. It was of course magnified into a splen- 
did victory, and before nightfall he had concentrated an 
imposing force, with which he resolved to give battle to 
the invading troops. The enemy, however, alarmed by 
exaggerated reports, did not wait his approach, but aban- 
doned the plunder they had collected, and beat a hasty 
retreat. Colonel Burr, intent upon bringing them to an 
engagement, gave directions for an energetic pursuit. To 
his great mortification, ho was stopped by an expre^ from 
headquarters, ordering him to march at once to the main 
army in Pennsylvania, where General Washington was 
sorely pressed by Sir William Howe. 

The defeat of Brandywine had been followed by the 
bloody repulse of Germantown, Red Bank and Fort Mif- 
flin had been taken. The British army was in possession 
of Philadelphia, and the Delaware was open to the British 
shipping, when Colonel Burr joined the main army of the 
Americans, twelve miles above Philadelphia. To eom- 
these losses, Bnrgoyne's fine array of ten thou ■ 
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sand veteran troops had been destroyed or captured by 
Gates, and thirty-five brass field-pieces were thereby added 
to the American means of defense. On the whole, the 
commander-in cbief had reawn to be satisfied. Hu had 
lobt the finest city on the continent it is true, and had been 
heaten iu some bloody encounters But that was all. Hia 
strength was undiminished, and his resources were greater 
than they were twelve months before Oa the other hand, 
tho loss of Burgoyne's army was almost irreparable to 
England Sir "William Howe, the victor, drew his men 
into winter quarters, gloomy and discontented. Wash- 
ington, the defeated, calmly and hopefully erected a little 
city of huts on tho banks of the Schuylkill, and exerted 
every nerve to straiten and harass his enemy. 

In this poor apology fur winter quarters, where the men, 
almost destitute of shoes and blankets, shivered through a 
di-eadfd winter, the intrigues against Colonel Burr wero 
lenewed Alexander Hamilton was now upon the staff of 
CJeneral Washington, and had completely gained his con- 
fidence In the preceding two months he had been sent 
to the Northern army under Gates to hurry forward rein- 
forcements to the main body. In the discharge of this 
duty, which he performed zeaiously and well, he took 
occasion to further his own private ends. General Put- 
nam's warm friendship for Colonel Burr was known and 
dreaded. In his correspondence with General Wash- 
ington, the arch-intr;guer lot slip no opportunity of dis- 
paraging the old soldier whom all America now delights 
to honor. It was his remorseless policy to weaken every 
hand that might be r^i^ed in Colonel Burr's defense, and, 
in pnrsuancc of th^t policy, be did not hesifate to avail 
himself of the confidential relations oxiating between him- 
self and the commander-in-chief, to bring the most serious 
private accusations against one of the boldest and purest 
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of the reTolnWonary leaders. He ctauged him wiLh having 
neglected oi deranged everything in the department nader 
hi& cumminij; and, knowing General Washington's aensi- 
tiyeness on that point he more than intimated that G-eneral 
Putnam wa. coDcoct ng a jlaa for the &nrp se of New 
Yoik w thout tie in t on anl fur the jurj se of over- 
clouding the £;lo y of the comma der cl ef He neg- 
lectel noth n^, n short w\ he nld r ite 1 strnst of the 
office who e nflu ce he Irei led m c [ e 1 ips than that 
of any other sold er n the irmy of the U ted States. 
Hor as 1 e ent rely n uccessful He d d not, indeed, 
accom] 1 sh all he les red but he d i ra e s. apiuions in 
the mmd of Wabhmgton which were ne\er completely 
removed, and the intercourse between the two generals 
was thenceforth marked by less cordiality than ought to 
have existed between men so distinguished for patriotic 
devotion to liberty and the country. 

Upon Hamilton's return from the N oi-th, he found Jamas 
Billings in the Americaa camp. That, bold, bad man, had 
made liberal advances to purchase supplies for the army, 
and his patriotism was so highly esteemed that he easily 
procured permission to put up for himself a house of 
superior accommodations within the lines of Valley Forge, 
At this house Colonel Hamilton sought his confederate 
on the night of the 35th of December, IITT. A blazing 
wood Are sent forth its genial warmth from the ample 
hearth-stone ; bottles and glasses were placed upon a 
table drawn conveniently between the two occupants of 
the room. As yet the conversation seemed to have been 
on indifferent topics, but Billings now sought to direct 
it into more serious channels. 

" You have not employed your time badly since I left. 
To have risen to the rank of lieutenant- colon el, is a great 
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" Such ia my purpose, though I foresee many difficulties 
111 the way of its accomplishment." 

"There are ditSculties between us and every earthly prize 
which ia worth the winning. If we stop to count them we 
shall never attain our objects. Conquer them as they rise, 
and do not tremble at their anticipated coming." 

"I am not much given to trembling, either at shadows 
or realities ; yet methinks it is good soldiership to antici- 
pate and prepare for all that may happen. There is 
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nothing lost by erecting Ijulwarks to keep out a danger 
wHcli we know omst come some day, and may conio 

"Granted, — if it brings no despoHdency, no cessation 
of effort. But what difficulties do you anticlpato other 
than the jealousies you have named?" 

"I may have to leave General Washington in such a way 
as to forfeit his friendship." 

" Trust to a sti-ay bullet to carry him off before that time 
comes, or, at least, before you become a sufferer from the 
loss of his regard. If fortune should fail you in that 
respect, trust to me. I hare neither scruples nor remorse, 
and this hand has seldom stricken a blow which needed 
repetition. It may prove your best reliance at last." 

Colonel Hamilton was startled by the tone and manner, 
as much as by the words, of his fiend-like confederate. The 
blood forsook his cheelt, his band trembled, and his hair 
stood erect, at the bare thought of the dark and terrible 
deed to which his companion so distinctly pointed. His 
voice had a strange hoarseness as ho asked, — 

"What do yon — what can jou mean ?" 

"You are nervous, my dear colonel; take a glass of 
wine, and I will answer yonr inquiry." 

His own glass was filled to the brim. Draining it slowly 
like a man who enjoys what be is drinking, he replaced it 
on the table and continued,— 

"I mean, that if General Washington was, to-day, the 
only obstacle to the success of your plans, and his removal 
would crown you king of this fair domain, it should be my 
care to remove that obstacle. What I woald do to-day it is 
tolerably certain that I shall have the will to do to-morrow, 
or any succeeding day. If he lives, the time will come, in 
all probability, when it must be done, though I believe that 
time is yet afar off. According to my calculation, John 
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Bull's obstinacy will prolong this war for ten years to 
come. The last two years of hostilities will be the proper 
period for the accomplishment of your ends, and mine. 
Let him go on «util an empire is just ready to fall into his 
grasp, and then" — he paused and drew his breath hard 
before he concluded — "my last seryice wUI be performed." 

Astonished, shocked, almost terror stricken at the dread- 
ful villainy so remorselessly contemplated, and so daringly 
avowed, Hamilton walked to the door and threw it open 
to let the freezing night air blow upon his burning brow. 
His throat was parched, his lips dry and hard; and, return- 
ing again to his seat, he swallowed two glasses of generons 
wine in quick soccession. 

"For God's sake, Billings," he gasped, "never allude to 
this subject again 1" 

" I do not intend to do so," was the cool rejoinder. " It 
is enough to talk of such a matter once." 

"Too much !" almost groaned Hamilton in reply. 

Jamea Billings took no notice of the agitated manner 
of his companion, but reSlled his glass and drank it off 
deliberately, occasionally holding it before the light to 
admire its color. 

" I find," at length he said, " that Colonel Barr is highly 
esteemed as a military man, and that he is rapidlv growing 
into favor alike with oftn-ers nnd soldiers Would it not 
be well to turn joui attention to that point and cripple 
him before he obtains too strong a hold tn the iffeutions 
of the army?" 

"My attention has been directed to it md I have done 
what I could to keep him back nilhiut seeming to desiie 
it. But somehow he has the facnlty to make or the good 
fortune to find, opportunities for distinction wheie no one 
else could. Even now he is applying for permission to 
13 
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lead an expedition against Staten Island, wliich will be 
almost sure to add greatly to his reputation as a soldier." 

"Thwart iiim. You can aurely find means enough. The 
men are destitute of shoes and blankets. The weather is 
terrible; and two days' exposure, jou might plausibly 
argue, would cat off more than a battle." 

"I thought of that; but he proposes to take only two 
hundred of his own best appointed men, and rely upon 
raising the people of the country in sufficient numbers for 
his purpose. Besides, I really think the expedition will do 
great good to the republican cause." 

"It will do you no good; and the cause is progressing 
toward a triumphant conclusion quite as fast as your interest 
or mine demands. If I could have my will, Burgoyne's 
array would now be comfortably quartered in New York." 

"It would be a death-blow to the indepeudenee of 
America. " 

" Not at all. It would only put it off a year or two 
longer. If you cannot stop this purposed expedition alto- 
gether, why send it forward, but send it with an officer of 
superior rank to monopolize the glory." 

"Bnrr would not go. I would not consent to act as 
second in an expedition I had planned myself, and I am 
sure he will not" 

"Let him stay then. His refusal to go may be tui-ued 
against him. At all events, it accomplishes your object." 

"I will think of it," replied Hamilton, "and act accord- 
ing to circumstances." 

"I see no objection to that course, provided that«.t the 
same time you make up your mind to act according to cir- 
cumstances, you make it np also to have a finger in shap- 
ing the circumstances. To inflictatelling blow on Colonel 
Burr justifies some risk. He has ail the qualities to make 
a rival dangerous, as I have before had occasion to remind 
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J Wtl a t ong and iiowerfQl intellect a mliid stored 

n th m 1 a 1 aried leiiuiiig; accomplished bejord most 
m n f 1 d y utteilj fealIes'^ and deeply ambitions lie 
i a m n t b atelied and feared , and wheneyer a single 
f tl I diawn from hn pinions tlie opportunity 

eL Id t b Honed to pa&a unimproved No other 
J jung oKcei ha'i any cl ante ifciinst }on and ts for the 
fide ones history if it tcarhes anything teaches uf that 
the fust leaders of i bu cebiful revolut od larely evei reap 
its highest reviards Who wonld have dreamed at the 
beginning of (he Engltbh civil wars, that the rough and 
aigamly Colonel of the Ironsides would be the foremost 
man in the kingdom at its close ?" 

No immediate reply was made, and the conversation, 
when it vios lesamed turned to other subjects. It was 
near midnight wheii Colonel Hamilton rose to depart 

"By the way," he said, taking his overcoat in his hand, 
" we have been so deeply interested that I forgot to ask 
where yon had been since our parting." 

"To St, Croix. I wished to ascertain if that fellow 
Williams, of whom yon once spoke to me, was really any 
one whom I had ever known, and I preferred making the 
jonniey myself to trasting to another who might be intimi- 
dated, or make mistakes, or accept bribes from other hands 

" Did yoa find him ; and did you know him ?" 
" I saw him, but too late to learn anything from him. 
As ill luck would have it, the very day after my arrival, 
he was found dead in a thicket of mangos ; and, up to 
the time of ray departure, which you may be assured was 
not unnecessarily delayed, his murderer had not been dis- 
covered," 

Colonel Hamilton drew on his coat rather hastily — bade 
Ins companion " good night," and in another moment ivas 
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tramping orer the frozen anoiv iu tlie direction of liis own 
quarters. 

" That will do," muttered Billings, closing the door, and 
returning to the fire, " He knows well enough who atrack 
that blow, and will feet that he has one hoM less upon rae. 
He must be desperate, indeed, before he resorts to that 
other alternative which he hissed in my ear oq the heights 
of Harlfem." 

James Billings habitually slept but little, and that little 
at whatever time proved most convenient. He rarely dis- 
missed any of the many problems which, at different pe- 
riods, thronged his busy brain, before he had worked out a 
satisfactory solution. It was his habit, always before seek- 
ing repose, to think over any conversation of interest in 
which he had been engaged, and to calcniate how far he 
had succeeded in making the impression he desired. At 
Buch times his thoughts almost invariably took the form of 
words, and he appeared to derive increased self-satisfaction 
from the sound of his own voice. On the present occasion 
he drew off his boots, incased his feet in a pair of morocco 
slippers, lighted a fragrant Havana, and settled himself 
comfortably down to tldnk aloud. 

" For a man of sense," so ran his thoughts, " for a man 
of sense, and very few troublesome scruples, Hamilton was 
startled more than could have been expected when I hinted 
at the indispensable necessity of patting George Washing- 
ton out of the way when our plans were ripe, or nearly so. 
I am glad I mentioned it so soon. He must grow familiar 
with the idea before the time comes for putting it into exe- 
cotion. He has gone off now believing it impossible that 
his consent can ever bo given to my suggestion; but I have 
read the book of human nature too attentively to be de- 
ceived in snch a case. It is one of those ideas which, 
when they once obtain an entrance into a man's head, will 
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come back, no matter how ofteu they may bn driven away, 
and every time they present a less forbidding aspect. Tiiere 
will be no necessity for me to refer to it again. It will 
force itself upon his attention, and, in process of time, he 
wilt come to regard it as a very dear and familiar friend, 
whose society, instead of creating aneasincss, is of exceed- 
ing comfort in dark and cloudy weather. On that score I 
have no fears, notwithstanding his seeming horror at the 
proposition ; and the net I have been so indastriously weav- 
ing, in that part at least is sound. My chief apprehension 
is the want of time. Our hopes will be as effectually blasted 
by an early termination of tlie war, as by England's recon- 
quest of her t n B th J nath n m f a t fi 

necked race, h ba 1 f e n tak n off tl I ad f 
legitimate so and h f a t mp t f 11 tl e 

ancestral exampl f any p matu n u p 1 11 att ra[ t 
to fetter his 1 nb b f e he om^ I t ly « d and d 
gusted by su y f 1 wl and bl 1 In 

that case only 11 h t t h g h d am of 

freedom for ti mm t f p alb t tl at p 

should bo of h n I t n W a tt n at g too 

fast now, and I must contrive to put some clog upon the 
wheels. An occasional Iiint to Sir William Howe, such 
as may enable him to gain partial successes, will do the 
business — and, by the Lord, he shall have it 1 This Staten 
Island expedition offers a good chance for a beginning. 
If Colonel Burr commands it, a double purpose may be 
gained by preparing the British to meet him. If he dues 
not, there is still the chance of nflixing more or less odium 
npon him as the original proposer of an adventure which 
has ended in disaster and defeat. The game seems to me 
easy enough. All that is needful is so to regulate my in- 
formation, that it will not serve the British commander any 
further than just enough to keep up liis hopes, by enabling 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The suggestion of Billings was not lost upon Hamilton ; 
and ill a few days Colonel Burr received notice that his 
application for permission to mako an attack upon Staten 
Island had been rejected. Afterwards the mind of the 
commander-in-chief appeared to undergo a change, and 
Lord Stirling was sent to perform the service Burr had 
suggested. Notice of Lord Stirling's designs was commu- 
nicated to the British commander, through whoso agency 
the reader will be at no loss to determine, and the enter- 
prise in conseqaence proved to be a failure. Colonel Burr, 
thus cut off from one road to distinction, soon found 
another. The cool courage aad untiring energy which he 
had exhibited on the night of Washington's retreat from 
Long Island had not been overlooked or forgotten, and to 
that he owed his appointment to a situation where such 
qualities were indispensable in the commanding oEBcer. 
Ten miles from the main eamp at Valley Forge, there was 
a pass called the Gulf. If the enemy should leave the city 
at any time during the winter, to attack him, it was from 
this point that Washington expected to receive the earliest 
notice of his movements. Accordingly, he posted a strong 
body of militia at the pass, instructing the ofBcor in com- 
mand to keep patrols and spies continnaily on the alert, so 
that he might be instantly apprised of any movement in 
force Sir Williaza Howe might attempt to make. The 
(1.51) 
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optics of these militia men were unfortunately endowed wiili 
magnifying properties whenever they were required to look 
at a "red-coat," and the consequence was, that to their 
vision every little foraging party assumed the proportions 
of an army, and the commander-in-chief was continually 
annoyed by false alarms, some of which cansed hip to draw 
out his whole force, and expose them needlessly to the 
bitter blasts of winter. After various attempts to correct 
the evii, General McDougall advised him to send Colonel 
Burr to the Gulf, and withdraw all the officers superior to 
him in rank, so that the whole direction of matters should 
devolve on him. This advice accorded so well with Wash- 
ington's own estimate of Burr's fitness for the place that it 
was promptly adopted, and orders were at once issued to 
carry it into effect. It is probable that Hamilton made no 
objection to the arrangement, since it seemed to furnish 
his riral with little chance for increased distiuction. 

Placed again in an independent comraaud, uutrammeled 
by other than mere general orders, Colonel Burr devoted 
himself to the duties that devolved upon him. His activity 
knew no pause. His vigilanoe never slumbered. He was 
always in the right place, exactly at the right time. 

Knowing full well the importance of discipline at all 
times, and partLculaily under such circumstances, his first 
care was to establish a i igid system, which he enforced with 
unflinching determination. Heretofore the excesses of the 
militia had been winked at, under the impression that there 
were no other raaans of keeping them, in the service. The 
consequence was, that they had become more formidable to 
the people of the countiy than to the enemy. Colonel Burr 
believed that they could be reduced to as strict subordina- 
tion as regulai- troops, and he determined that they should 
be. No drill was oinitted on account of the seventy of the 
weatlier, as had previously been the custom. No escnsa 
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was accepted for the no a- perform a nee of any duty, aud no 
criminal was allowed to go nnpunished. The men, long 
accustomed to the license of freebooters, broke into open 
murmurs, whieh grew louder daily, as one after another 
suffered the penalties incuiTcd by their predatory habits. 
About this time, James Billings rode over to the Gulf, and 
was observed during the day in close conversation with a 
stalwart soldier who had been severely punished for some 
misdemeanor the preceding day. When they parted, the 
soldier's pocket was heavier by several pieces of gold, 
though what had been 'agreed upon between them could 
only be inferred from the events which followed. As soon 
as night came, the soldier, nvged on by the strong incen- 
tives of gain and revenge, cantiously passed from hat to 
hut, stirring up the worst men at the post, reminding them 
of the punishments they had received, and pointing out to 
tJicra that there was no hope of any relaxation of the stern 
rules to which they were subjected, except in the death of 
their present commander. In that army, as in every other, 
there were abundance of men ready for any deed of violence, 
upon even less provocation than that which they chose to 
consider had been offered; and, during that night and the 
nest day, the conspiracy came to a head. Eor the purpose 
of dividing the responsibility, it was determined that when 
the colonel made his appearance at the evening parade, a 
dozen mnskets should be discharged at him at once. As 
the hour approached, one of the number grew nervous, and 
disclosed the plot. To arrest and place the mutineers in 
irons, was an obvious mode of avoiding the danger; but 
Colonel Burr regarded this as a temporary expedient, 
which, however it might sneceed at the time, would have 
little effect in preventing other uiutlnies in the future. He 
wished to give them a more impressive lesson. With this 
view, he caused all the suspected soldiers to be detailed for 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



154 THE RIVALS. 

fatigue duty, and while they were tins engao'ed, secretly 
drew the charges fi'om their mushets. When the hour for 
evening parade came, instead of approaching them in front, 
he came up on the right flanlt and wallted slowly doira the 
line, eying each man intently as he passed. About the 
center of the line, the chief mntineer stepped from the 
ranks, lereled his musket, and shouting, " Now, boys, is our 
time !" pulled the trigger. The unloaded gun merely flashed 
in the pan, and, quick as lightning, the saber of Colonel Buit 
descended upon the right arm of the mutineer, cleaving 
entirely through the bone, and seveiing the limb completely 
from the body. The mnsket dropped to the ground, and 
the baffied murderer mechanically obeyed the stem order, 
"Back, sir, to your place in the linel" Not another word, 
was spoken. Colonel Burr continued his walk to the 
extreme left; and then, taking his place in front, went 
through with the dress parade as if nothing had occurred. 
From that hour tlie spirit of disaffection was at an end. 
Complaints from the country people ceased entirely. That 
lawless militia were converted into the most orderly soldiers 
of the army, and not a single false alarm was borne to 
Valley Forge. 

Some expressions dropped by Billings on the day of the 
mutiny, induced Hamilton to suspect that he had been en- 
gaged in fomenting the discontent of the soldiery, and after 
the failure of the attempt to assassinate Colonel Burr, he 
sought his house for the purpose of oscertainiJiK how far his 
conjectures were right. He found that wortliy surrounded 
by the comforts we have described oa a former occasion. 

"I did not expect," he said, rising to greet liis visitor, 
"the honor of your company to-night; but it is always 
agreeable. Take a glass of wine, and let me know whether 
you have merely called on a friendly visit, or whether there 
is anything yon want done," 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



"There is sovncthiDg," replied Hamilton, "tliat I wish 
undone; aad I have strong misgiTings that you had a, 
greiitei' agency in it than was prudent for you or service- 
able to mc." 

Now James Billings did not have the least doubt on his 
mind that Hamilton allnded to the unsuccessful attempt to 
murder Aaron Burr ; but he wanted a moment for reflec- 
tion, and, to obtain that, he leisurely took a cigar from the 
box on the table, deliberately bit off the twisted end, and 
lighted it before ho replied. 

"I shall be sorry if anything disagreeable to you has 
occurred; and more so, if I have had a hand in it. Pray, 
what is it? I have heard nothing important." 

"You have heard, I suppose, of the mnliny at the Gulf, 
and of Jackson's attempt to shoot Colonel Burr." 

" Of course I I could not help hearing what has been 
the coramoa camp talk for a whole day. It has afforded 
to our little city of huts so delightful a fheme of gossip, 
that I verily believe one-half of them forgot they weie 
shoeless, and the other half ceased to complain of the 
thread-hare blankets which covered them.'" 

" This matter is serious, Billings, and I pray you to drop 
that sneering tone, and let me know what agency you had 
in it" 

"Yob are entitled to my confidence, Colonel Hamilton, 
and yon shall have it. My agency was very limited. It 
began without any intervention on my part. I found 
Jackson in the mood to rid you of a troublesome rival, 
and I barely intimated that so long as I conld assist him 
he should be no sufferer by his unsolicited kindness. The 
murder of Colonel Burr was not mentioned by either of 
us ; though, to be entirely frank with you, I was sure he 
had that pleasant idea in his head. We only spoke of his 
tyranny, and of the comfort that would result to the sol- 
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diers at th" Gulf if snch a disturbance could be ereited as 
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you seem disposed to acknowledge. I heard General Lee 
offer to lay a heavy wager that snch was the ease." 

" General Lee is a vain, imperious, headstrong fool, who 
fancies that he knows more than George Washington and 
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all his general officers combined; and who, acting nnder 
this belief, will be certain to get himself into serious trou 
ble before long. My advice to you is to cut loose from his 
friendship as early and as mdely as possible." ■ 

"Well, it is unnecessary to discuss General Lee's char- 
acter at present. From your statement, I am satisfied that 
the danger Colonel Burr has escaped was of your contriv- 
ance, and I mast tell you that your mode of proceeding 
is rather too decided to meet my approbation. I insist tbat 
hereafter you keep clear of treasonable plots; that you 
leave Colonel Burr to take his chances from the bullets of 
the enemy, and that yon do not again run the risk of com- 
promising me by a like act of damnable villainy." 

"Your language is strong, colonel; but, as my little 
scheme proved a failure, I deserve to hear it so charac- 
terized. As for the future, rest easy. I do not expect to 
be feyored with such another opportunity; and, if I am, 
your strong repugnance will be sufficient to prevent me 
from using it. There can be no liarm in adding, however, 
that in my judgment you are wrong, and I would rather 
have lost a finger than to have made the promise you have 
now drawn from me." 

Hamilton mused for some moments, and then said, — 

"I should like to know, Billings, what cause you have 
to hate Colonel Burr so cordially V 

"Not a particle," was the easy and unembarrassed reply. 
" Colonel BuiT is in my way, and I pursue him precisely as 
1 would a wolf or any other dangerous animal. 1 never 
heard of him until after the assault on Quebec. You 
pointed him out to me as a formidable antagonist. "Until 
then, I had no interest in the man. After that, I studied 
his character, traced out his history and that of his family ; 
marked his conduct, and weighed his ability. I found 
that you had not over-estimated him, and made up my 
U 
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mmd to destroy him at any cost On the occasion of hia 
rupture with the commander m chief I hoped that he 
would beet me di'^gnsted and abandon the arniT If ho 
1 ad d ne so I would have disra ssed him fiom n y mil 1 
or at least ceased to remember him as an cnemj He pre 
fui ed to adopt an tlier course wl ich left me no alteinar- 
t ¥e but to consider him still a? an obitraction m my path 
way or m yonis which is the sime Acta n I hoped that 
m the distiibutiin of held commissions ho woull be over 
looked that also failed Then I found the hand of a 
desperite mutineer armei against his life in 1 ad led a 
few arguments to strengthen his purpuse Heie too I 
encountere 1 disappointment And i ow }ou who ire the 
last man la the worl 1 who oucjht to inteifere fjr his protec- 
tion have tied me by a promise not to ii-i eat the \ttempt 
Iflwassueha d tasto> lieve in any destmj except that 
whieh is shap d t by firm will and nnbending pnrpose, 
I should be i I d t np the struggle in deapair." 

"There is n n ty f giving np the straggle, and 

no necessity f j 1 1 nee either. Events that can- 

not be safely h "1 m t be waited on; and there nover 
was a ease to which this truism more forcibly applied." 

"Such, I know, has been your policy from the begin- 
ning. Mine was sharp and sadden. It failed, as men's 
schemes are apt to fail who trust to third persons for their 
execution. It is but fair that yours should have a fuU 
trial; and I repeat that I will not again interfere without 
your knowledge and consent. Eat come, my throat is dry, 
and I feel strangely depressed to-night. Let us try what 
effect this good wine will have upon the spirits. We can 
talk of business another time." 

For an hour the wine circulated freely, and when Ham- 
ilton rose to depart, not a trace of anxiety was visible oa 
the countenance of either. 
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The terrible winter of 1771-18 at length wore away 
The season for active operations had arrived, yet both par- 
tics seemed willing to repose a little longer on their arms. 
The occupatioa of Philadelphia had proved to the British 
almost as fatal as that of Capua to Hannibal. Sir Wil- 
liam Howe had captured the city at the expense of mcch 
toil and blood ; but in so doing, he had gained no substan- 
tial military advantage. It had indeed supplied him with 
comfortable winter quarters for his men, but this advantage 
was more than counterbalanced by the evils which accom- 
panied it. The dissipation which it is impossible to 
prevent among the conquerors in a conquered city, had 
enervated a large portion of his men, and others made 
acqnaintancea and formed attachments which caused them 
to desert by the hundred. Dr. Franklin never exhibited a 
deeper knowledge of human nature than in his reply to the 
French Minister at Paris, who informed him that General 
Howe had taken Philadelphia. "Say, rather," replied the 
doctor, "that Philadelphia ha.'s taken him." The predic- 
tion was verified. One winter in the city sufficed to de- 
moralize the best army that England had as yet landed 
on our shores. 

In the spring of 1778, General Howe, wisely deeming 
that "British laurels were of rare growth on American soil, 
(159) 
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solicited permission from his goTernment to surrender the 
chief comaiand iu America, and return to Kcgland. His 
request was oomplied with, and Sir Henry Clinton ap- 
pointed in liis stead. The new commander soon became 
aware of the evils resulting from the bard-woa conquest of 
his predecessor, and, as he could perceive no countervailing 
advantage from its occnpation as a military post, he determ- 
ined to abandon it. This was a maneuver that General 
Washington had no idea of permitting him to execute in 
peace. His sconts were constantly oa tlie alert, and when, 
on the eighteenth of June, the enemy crossed the river and 
began his retreat, the American army was almost instantly 
in motion. The march of the British v^as necessarily re- 
tarded by the long train of vragons and pack-horses which 
they had collected for the transportation of their plunder, 
while the troops of Washington were light, and nnencum- 
bered by anything except their arms. A knowledge of 
this enabled the American commander to calculate with 
great certainty the time and place where the enemy must 
be overtaken, and his dispositions were made accordingly. 
Morgan's Rifles were ordered to gain their right Bank; 
Maxwell's brigade their left; and Qfteen hundred picked 
men, under General Scott, to overtake and gall their rear. 
Before reaching Monmouth Conrt House, Sir Henry 
Clinton became aware that he must soon bo overtaken, 
and, like a consummate soldier, as ho was, immediately 
changed the disposition of his troops, placing his baggage 
train in front and his most reliable veterans in the rear. 
That night, . (June twenty -seventh,) he encamped in a 
strong position, protected by impenetrable marshes on 
either flank. Though fully aware of the strength of the 
enemy's position, at iive o'clock on the morning of the 
twenty- eighth. General Washington, who was in the roar 
of his own army, sent orders to General Lee to begin 
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the attack; but that officer, from some unaccountable 
cause, certainly not from a want of courage, instead 
of an attack, began a disorderly and hazardous retreat. 
A message from La Fayette brought Washington himself 
to the front. Those who saw him on that occasion de- 
scribe him as animated by a passion that it was fearful 
to behold. Erery muscle of his usually serene and placid 
countenance was alive and working. His eye burned with 
a fire that was absolutely scorching, and his voice rang 
louder than the trumpet that sounded the charge. Fiercely 
he demanded of General Lee the cause of "this ill-timed 
prudence;" fiercely he rode among the men and ordered 
them to halt, face about, and meet the now exultant and 
pursuing foe. His presence acted like magic, and soon, 
along the whole line, the roar of artillery, and the regular, 
sustained volleys of musketry, told that the retreat was at 
an end. 

Most of the details of that glorious day have been em- 
balmed in more endnring histories than this, and the course 
of our narrative only requires special notice of the opera- 
tions of the left flank, whore Lord Stirling commanded, and 
under whom fought Aaron Bnrr. 

Anticipating a general engagement, Colonel Burr had 
employed nearly the whole of the preceding night recon- 
noitering the ground in Ms front. The sickness or absence 
of his superiors had devolved upon him the command of 
one of Stirling's brigades, which was, early in the action, 
opposed to a superior British force. Steadily and firmly 
the veterans of England came on. With equal firmness 
the Continentals, under their youthful commander, awaited 
their approach. At the distance of fifty yards the British 
order to "charge " was given — an order which was imme- 
diately answered by that stern shout of the hardy Islanders 
which has spread terror through the ranks of their foes in 
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every quarter of tlie globe ; but now tliey were faced by 
men of kindred blood, and the response was a murderous 
Tolley, which checked their career and made wide gaps in 
their bristling line. Anotlier, and another, succeeded ; and 
then, in tarn, the clear voice of Aaron Bun- was heard 
above the noises of the battle,— " Forward, and sweep 
them fiom the field 1" Disordered as the British were by 
the heavy tires of musketij ttey met the onset with all 
the pioverbiU courage and ftubbornness of the race 
Enrra second in commind nio killed by his side and his 
onn horae shot under him befoie tlie enemy were borne 
baLk lather than diiven back, to a mtiass where they 
promptly teformed behind a suppoiting foice 

The issue of the direct attack in fiont had impie&sed 
upon the Lntiah ofEceis a useful lesson and they now en 
deavored by &1 lUful maneuvering to g*in his left flank 
Here again they weie met and again they weie foiled 
Throughout the « hole of that oppie^sive day combat sue 
ceeded combat, and when night put an end to the battle. 
Colonel Burr threw himeeif upon the ground where he had 
fought, in the midst of his men, with the dying and the 
dead arouud him, and impatiently awaited the reappear- 
ance of daylight, to renew the engagement. Sir Henry 
Clinton, however, had fared too badly during the day to 
willingly risk another struggle. If Washington's order 
had been obeyed by Lee in the early morning, he must 
have been totally routed ; as it was, his losses were terri- 
ble; and, now that his baggage train had gained a day's 
march, every prndential consideration urged him to decamp, 
secretly, during the night, and follow after them. The 
morning of the twenty-ninth revealed to the Americiuis a 
camp occupied by none but those whose wounds had con- 
verted them from enemies into objects of compassion. 

The unremitted exertions of Colonel Bun- on the Held 
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of Monmoath, hie exposure to the bnruiug sun at noon- 
day, and the chilling dews at nigbt, were too much for hia 
delicate organization, and he rose from the ground on the 
morning after the battle, so cramped and stiffened, that he 
was unable to mount bia horse without assistance. Yet 
his physical sufferings brought no abatement of bis patri- 
otic zeal. He refused to let hie name be entered on the 
sick report, and cheerfully, in obedience to the orders of 
Washington, marched to the neighborhood of New Yorlc, 
to watch the motions and obtain information of the inten- 
tions of the enemy. This doty was discharged to the en- 
tire satisfaction of the commander-in-chief; and when hia 
seryioes in that Ticinity were no longer needed, ho was 
ordered to proceed with his regiment to West Point. At 
West Point, the disease contracted at Monmouth reap- 
peared in an aggravated form. He had taxed his physical 
powers beyond their strength, and was compelled to seek 
repose. A few weeks, passed among his old friends in 
Elizabeth town, improved his health so much that he was 
induced to believe a respite from labor, until the opening of 
the next campaign, would restore it entirely. The near 
approach of winter, and consequent suspension of active 
operations, took away much of his reluctance to ask for a 
furlough ; and on the twenty-fourth of October he wrote to 
General Washington, giving an exaet account of the state 
of bis health, and requesting leave to retire from, pay and 
duty until the coming spring. General Washington, always 
severely just and upright, did not look at the subject in the 
same light that Colonel Burr did. He thought Burr'a 
fears of the malicioaa insinuations of enemies groundless, 
and believed his feelings of delicacy at receiving pay during 
a period of temporary inactivity overstrained. He thought 
that an officer was as much entitled to pay during the 
V for the restoration of his health, broken in 
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the service of his country, as when he was actually in tlie 
field, and he could not understand how that coantry could 
withhold compensation, under the eirc am stances, without 
discredit to itself. Jealous of the honor of the Republic, 
and decided in his own opinion of the right, ho replied to 
Colonel Burr's application in a letter whoso pointed brevity 
is eloquent of the straightforward justice of the man : — 

" Headquartees, FaEDEEiDKRBUiia, ■) 
Zeth Oct., 1778. ]" 
" Dear 8m : 

"I have jour favor of the twenty-fourth. You, in my 
opinion, carry your ideas of delicacy too far, when you pro- 
pose to drop your pay while tlie recovery of your health 
requires your absence from the service. It is not custom- 
ary, and it would be unjust. You therefore have leave to 
retire uTitil your health is so far re-established as to enable 
yon to do your duty. Be pleased to give the colonel 
notice of this, that he may know where to call upon you, 
should any unforeseen emergency require it. 
"I am your obedient servant, 

"G. "WASHINGTOK." 

Burr's military conduct had thus far escaped the misrep- 
resentations of envy; but he was paiufuUy conscious that 
he liad been sorely wounded in other respects, by false and 
malignant accusations. Notwithstanding the nnbroken 
silence lie maintained, no man ever suffered more under the 
laah of calumny. He shrunk from the venom of an evil 
tongue as timidly as a blushing girl. He did not knoiv how 
soon the accuser might enter the sanctuary of his military 
life, and he tremhled at the bare idea. Determined not to 
furnish the slightest excnse for ill-natured comments, he 
refused to aecept the proffered leave of absence except 
npon his own terms, and immediately repaired to his post. 
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S H n 7 Clinton, exasperated by his losses, and belidv. 

g lb t a conciliatory policy would only add to the arro- 

g n f ebels who hnd arms in their hands, determined 

h f th to carry on the war upon a system of craelty and 

pi nd d sgraceful to himself and to the country which 

m] 1 T 1 him. Baylor's dragoons were surprised at night, 
n a T pj in, and indiscriminately slaaghtered. Pulaski's 
1 g tt m t a similar fate at Egg Harbor. Nor were these 
b b t confined to men who had taten up arras in the 

a f the colonies. Peacefal citizens were remorselessly 
but h d helpless females were outraged, and little children 
d t houseless in the wintry weather. No part of the 

t w tnessed more of these horrors than Westchester 
C m t the State of New York. Prom the very begin- 
n f he war, the divisions among its inhabitants had 

an d t to be overrun now by Whigs, now by Tories, and 
B w by armed banditti who served whatever party prom- 
d at the time the greatest amount of plunder and the 
greatest license to craelty. Scenes of rapine and lawless vio- 
lence increased to such a degree, toward the close of 1718, 
that, in the language of an eye-witness, "no man went to his 
bed but under the apprehension of having his house plundered 
or burned, and himself or family massacred before morning.'' 
The British forces in New York made irequent incursions 
into the country, and it was at all times overrun by their 
spies and emissaries. To counteract these evils and punish 
these outrages, various American officers had at different 
times been stationed upon the lines of Westchester; but all 
had been either outwitted and cut up by the enemy, or had 
imbibed the universal proclivity for plunder and murder, and 
become themselves no better than marauders. General 
McDougall, who had taken command of the district of 
country of which Westchester constituted a part, resolved 
that this stale of things should come to an end— that the 
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plundering parties from NeWTork should he met and driven 
back — that the inliabitants wlio remained peacefully at home 
should be protected, and the British emissaries detected 
and punished. In seeking for an ofE.ccr upon whom he 
could fully rely to carry out his energetic purposes, he die- 
regarded the claims of rank, and, overlooking several others 
who imagined they were entitled to a preference, he called 
Colonel Burr from Hayerstraw, where he was then stationed, 
and appointed him to the command of the lines from the 
Hudson to the Sound, a distance of fourteen miles — his 
headquarters being at White Plains, near the center. In 
his orders, General McDougail gave still further proof of 
his unbounded confidence in the valor, the discretion, the 
activity, the humanity, and the justice of CoJonel Burr. 
After enumerating many thiDgs to which he wished par- 
ticular attention should be paid, he added, in reference to 
all doubtful cases, I authorize you. to be sole judge. Thus, 
at the age of twenty-three, Colonel Burr was vested with 
almost unlimited powers in the command of one of the 
most Important points in America. After events vindicated 
the choice of his general, and. proved that the confidence 
reposed in him was not misplaced. 

On the day of his arrival at bis future headquarters, he 
found his predecessor preparing to set out on an expedition 
whose ostensible object was to watch the movements of the 
enemy near New Eochelle. Ill advised and injudicious as 
Colonel BuiT regarded this enterprise, he did not feel 
authorized to interfere, further than to enjoin upon CoJonel 
Littlefield a strict regard for the rights of property, and a 
careful observance of military discipline on the march. 
The scouting party were gone the whole night, and the nest 
morning, after Colonel Burr had formally assumed the com- 
mand, he was mortified by seeing them come into the post 
loaded with plunder. The license of the times and of the 
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place had made robbeij so much a mattei of cruist. tiiat 
there was no attempt at concealment llie stilen aiticJes 
were openly deposited in a heip to wait an equitable dis- 
tribatiou among the robbers. At this sight Colonel Burr's 
feelings of delicacy toward hia predecessor ranished. The 
whole property brought in was unhesitatingly seized, and 
placed under a gaard of his own selection. Regarding the 
commanding officer as really the most guilty of the party, 
he infticted no pnnislimont upon the men, but instituted 
searching inquiries to ascertain from whom the property 
was taken ; and when this was done, he ordered its imme- 
diate restoration to the real owners, withont any discrim- 
ination between Whigs and Tories. At the same time, 
he distinctly intimated to officers and men that a license to 
rob was not to be found in tlie military code, as he under- 
stood it, and clearly informed them that offenders in that 
line would hereafter be snbjeeted to condign panishment. 
Nor was he content to pause here. Daring that day he 
rode to erery post, repeating his orders and instrnctions at 
each one, and giving assurances of protection to the peaee- 
fal inhabitants as he went 

There were among the troops on the lines of West- 
chester some who had served under or near Colonel Barr 
in former campaigns. These old soldiers knew that he 
meant what he said, and would perform to the letter what- 
ever he promised or threatened, and not only dismissed all 
idea of indulging in any further license themselves, but 
prepared to aid their commander in his efforts to repress it 
in others. The people of the country, however, had heard 
so many solemn promises of the same kind, and had been 
BO often deceived, that they distrusted his professions, and 
doubted his ability, if lie bad the will, to protect them ; 
while the militia, who composed the larger part of his 
force, had long been so much accnstomod to have theii" own 
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way, that they looked almost in derision upon any attempt 
to restrain them from the csercise of thoir favorite pursuits. 
Colonel Burr was perfectly aware of the fears of the peo- 
ple and the incredulity of the militia, and calmly awaited 
a fair opportanity to remove both. 

la the mean time, ia order to prevent the intrusion of the 
enemy's spies, he issued an order that no person fi'om below 
should pass his lines on any pretext whatever. Their com- 
plaints, if they had any, and their commnnications, what- 
ever they might he, were to be deposited at the posts, and 
trusty persons were designated at each one to receive and 
forward them to headquarters. His next care was to make 
a careful reconnoissance of the country, which induced him 
to alter his posts and advance some of them three miles 
nearer the enemy. Nothing ^as neglected, and to eveiy- 
tbing he gave his personal attention. About this time 
an opportunity occurred to impress the men and the citizens 
with the full conviction of his unflinching fletcrminatioii to 
protect the defenseless, and restore peace and order to a 
rent and bleeding community, A man by the name of 
Gedney was robbed by a party of militia, and his family 
grossly insnlted. The finale of the affair is thus narrated 
by Colonel Burr's biographer : — 

"By what means he detected them was unhnown; but, 
before twenty-four hours had elapsed, every man of the 
party had been secured, and a great part of the stolen pro- 
perty recovered. Upon referring to his register. Colonel 
Burr found that Gedney was a Tory ; but he was known to 
have taken no active part against the patriots, and Burr 
had promised that all such should be protected. He 
therefore caused the robbers to be drawn up in the pres- 
ence of the troops, laden with their booty, and then had 
them conducted by a company of soldiers to G-edney'a 
house. There he required them, first, to restore the stolen 
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goods; next, to pay in money for such aa had been lost or 
damaged; thirdly, he compelled each man to present 
Gediiej with a sum of money as a compensation for bis 
fright and Joss of time; fourthly, he had each robber tied 
np and flogged ten lashes; lastly, he made each of them 
ask pardon of the old man, and promise good behavior for 
the future. All these things wore done with the ntmost 
deliberation and exactness, and the effects produced by 
them were magical. Not another house was plundered, 
not another family was alarmed, while Colonel Burr com- 
manded the Westchester lines. The mystery and swift- 
ness of the detection, the rigor and fairness with which the 
marandera were treated, overawed the men whom three 
campaigns of lawless warfare had corrupted, and restored 
conlidence to the people who had passed their lives in 
terror." 

Colonel Bnrr was not yet ready for active operations 
against the enemy. He wished first to accustom his men 
to the resti'aints of a wholesome discipline, as well as to 
make his own position perfectly secure in every respect. 
For this latter parpose he established a system of sleepless 
■vigilance, and organized a corps of patrols and videtles so 
effective that it was impossihie for a party of British troops 
to move in any direction without his immediate knowledge. 
In this he was greatly aided by the country people, who, 
satisfied that they had at last found a protector, repaid 
Lim tenfold by freely and promptly communicating every 
species of information that might aid his operations. 

In numerous encounters with small parties of the enemy. 
Colonel Bnrr had a fair opportunity of testing the mettle 
of his men, and he was gratified by observing that they 
feared no danger and counted no odds when he wa? their 
leader. As soon as he was fully satisfied that they could 
be relied on in any emergency, he resolved to employ them 
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on a iiioio daDgeroua service than any in wliich they had 
yet been engaged. la the lower part of the county the 
British had erected a blocli-house as a rallying point for 
their foraging and plundering parties ; this, again, was pro- 
tected by a strong body of several tlionsand troops, posted 
some two or three miles off. To destroy this block-house 
would be to deprive them of a safe and convenient place of 
retreat, and increase the danger of their forays to such an 
extent as to make it probable they would be abandoned 
altogether. Ho had, according to his custom, carefully in- 
spected the work and the grounds about it, and only waited 
for a dark and rainy night to put in eseention the plan he 
had formed. It was not long before the weather proved 
as propitious as he could desire, and, selecting forty men, 
properly equipped and instructed, just after nightfall he 
began his march for the scene of aetion. At two o'clock 
in the morning he aj-rived in the vicinity of the block- 
house. Here he divided his force into two parties the one 
commanded by Captain Blaek, to whom his instructions 
had been previously eoromunicated, and the other by him- 
self. Tho garrison was buried in sleep, and the shivering 
sentinels were more intent npon protecting themselves from 
the bitter blasis of a northern winter than in looking out 
for an enemy of whose presence they did not dream. Sud- 
denly the thick darkness was illuminated by flashes of 
light, and loud and clear rang a voice upon tho night air, 
"Charge, and smoke the murdering bandits from their 
den !" There was a simultaneous rush short ladders were 
planted against the block-house, ehowe s of han 1 grenades 
were poured through the port-holea and the drowsy gam 
son started from their slumbeis to flul theuselves sir 
rounded on all sides by fire. Ihe is It had been too 
sudden and too well planned to a In tot es stince ana 
the British soldiers, instead of fly ng to tl o i ms yelled 
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lastilf for quarter. This was at once granted, the prison- 
era secured, and a rapid retreat commenced. Tlie ruddy 
hne painted upon the heavens by the burning block-house 
gave early notice at the British camp of the danger of 
their friends, and a strong body of horse, followed by an- 
other of infantry, was dispatched wiLhont delay to their 
assistance. But \ong before they eonld reach the scene, 
their enterprising foe, with all his prisoners, was safe be- 
yond the reach of pursuit. A heap of burning coaJs and 
bJaekened stones greeted their arriTa], but no human being 
was left to point out the pathway of the destroyer. 

The next day Colonel Dnrr sent up his prisoners to Gen- 
era! McDougall, and received in return the warm plaudits 
of his veteran commander. To the common soldiers he had 
now become an idol. His nnwearied exertions to procure 
them shoes blankets, and other comforts, his tender solici- 
tude for the silk and i\onnded the unvirymg nrbimty of 
his depoitment and his perfect readiness to endiiii, y.\nir 
ever he lequied othera to indtrgo created an entl aplastic 
love for his per on ihnt wis only surp'kssed by then nn 
hounded confidence in hi mditiry abilities The veiy 
strictness of the disciphne he enfnced male his other 
qual tiC! stand piominently out on the canya'! an 1 they 
respected and loved him the moie frsm the fict thit they 
daied not tiifle with his oidert, Eiave men they eculd 
find anywhere— humane men though not so al undent weie 
yet no rinty it was the union of courige and humanity 
animated bj tireless activity, and legulated by the highest 
intelligence, that seized upon their affections, and, to their 
eyes, invested the young officer with the attributes of a 
demigod. 

The capture of the block-house was soon followed by 
an enterprise upon a larger scale. Governor Tryon, of 
honse-burning memory, came out of New York at the 
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head of two thousand men. His main object was to de- 
stroy certain salt-worke on Long' Island Sound, but coupled 
with this he had it in view to drive off cattle, and indulge 
his men generally in their faTorito recreations of robbery 
and marder. Colonel Burr, though far inferior in the num- 
ber of men he could prudently withdraw from their posts, 
determined to mate the governor pay for his amnsenient. 
A messenger was accordingly dispatched to General Put- 
nam, who was nearer to the enemy than himself, advising 
that officer of his intention to getinto Tryon's rear and 
compel him to give battle or surrender. At the same time 
he earnestly requested the general to mate snch demon- 
strations in front as would draw Trjou's attention from his 
own movements, and facilitate the object ho had in view. 
By means of false information, the British succeeded in 
misleading General Putnam as to the object and direction 
of Uieir mareb, aJid, instead of complying with the request 
of Oolonel Burr, he sent back his courier to communicate to 
Burr ttie supposed fact that Tryon had turned off toward 
Connecticut. Changing the direction of his own column, 
Bnrr followed, as he imagined, in pursuit; bnt he had not 
gone far before he ascertained certainly that General Putnam 
had been imposed upon. Without a moment's hesitation 
the faces of his men were again turned toward the Sound. 
About nightfall, after a long and fatiguing march, he came 
up with the British rear. Inferior in numbers, and weai-ied 
as his own men were, he allowed no time for repose, but at 
once led them on to the attack. The conflict was short. 
Governor Tryon was thoroughlj alarmed by the boldness 
and impetuosity of the onset, and thought more of escaping 
than of fighting. In haste and disarray he retired from 
the field, abandoning all the plunder he had collected, and 
leaving many prisoners in the hands of the conqueror. 
The military career of Colonel Burr was now drawing 
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to 1 cl so TiiP di>>f^e contracted ljy his p\posure on tlie 
fielfl of Monmouth had teimmated in % (.onflrmed and set- 
tled malady under the debilitatmg effects of which he was 
rapidly sinkmg Heretofore the regularity and absteraions- 
nesa of hii habits had been of essentia! service in enabling 
him to undergo the hardships he imposed npon himself, 
bat constant exposure in spite of all the precautions of 
prndence did its work at last The opening of spring, to 
which he had looked for his probable restoration to health, 
brought with it incr a. d d b 1 ty and h b m pa fully 
conscious that he wa 1 ng 1 1 t 1 h h duty 
in the manner to wh h h h d 1 t m d nd in 

which he would al t t 1 h g t O the 

10th of March, 1119 w th d j g t I ft long 
hesitation, he transm tt d hiB ^n t n to th com- 

mand er-in-chi of. 

No one ever left the eofh nntyund eutn- 

stances more creditable to him, as an ofbeer and ab a man, 
than did Colonel Burr. He found upon the lines of West- 
chester a discontented, disorderly and demoralized rabble, 
who hid behind their intrenchments at every appearance 
of a British force ; who made no distinction, in their ma- 
rauding expeditions, between friend or foe; and plundered, 
indiseiirainately, the unoiTending and the guilty. Inashort 
time he converted them into a well behaved, disciplined, 
almost invincible corps. Not once did the enemy approach 
hia lines without being met and repulsed ; not one soldier 
deserted his standard; not one was made prisoner daring 
the whole period of his command. It was bis pride to teach 
them that a soldier, with arms in liis hands, had no apol- 
ogy for surrendering. He found a distracted and bleeding 
people, shivering at every blast, and trembling at everyun- 
usual noise, in fearful expectation that the robber and the 
15* 
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spoiler hail come to take away the little they had left — 
hatiog the Continentals as cordially as the red-coats, since 
botli oppressed them alike, and murdering with equal satis- 
faction the one or the otter, whenever a safe opportunity 
occurred. He left them secure in their persons and pro- 
perty — sleeping as peacefully within hearing of the enemy'a 
gnns as if they were a hundred miles removed — devoted 
to the Repubhcan cause, and zealously cserting themselvea 
to promote it. He found the country overrun by British 
emissaries and British spies, who kept the Britisii general 
in New York continually advised of every movement of the 
Americans above, and enabled him to strike whenever and 
wherever our troops were least prepared to receive him. 
Tliese emissaries were detected aud punished with such 
unerring certainty, that, in a brief while, no reward could 
induto one of them to venture beyond the British posts. 
The enemy's sources of information were thus entirely cut 
off, and they were kept in such total ignorance that they 
dared not hazard a movement of the least importance. 
To show the difficulties over which Colonel Burr had tri- 
umphed, it is only necessary to state that Major Hall, an 
excellent officer, who succeeded him in the command, was 
compelled, in less than one month, to fall back manymiles, 
to be in supporting distance of the army in the Highlands. 
Colonel Thompson, who was sent to command the same 
lines, was surprised, taken prisoner, and his forces dis- 
persed or captured. Colonel Greene was also surprised, 
himself and Major Flagg killed, and the greater part of 
his troops taken prisoners. Ko one could maintain the 
position before Colonel Borr took the command — no one 
did maintain it afterwards. The laurels gathered on this, 
the laat field of his militaij labors, abided with him through 
life, and, in the darkest period of his fortunes, one of the 
bitterest of his revilers was forced to testify that a soldier 
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could nowhere Cad a leader who would he more certain lo 
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Colonel Bdrr was now free. Fonr years' serrice in 
the armies of his country had broken his health and seri- 
ously impaired his foitnne Liberal to profusion his purse 
was alwayi open to his fellow soldien and those n ere times 
when the most fistidious weio fiequently compelled fo ask 
and iccept pecuniaiy fa¥ors In many eases lie ad\aiii-ed 
snms of money to hii atquaintinues when he tould not 
have hid the most distant hope of lepiymeut He nas 
now poor his constitntion shittered and the pathway to 
military renown closed against him, but the heaviest blow 
nas jHt to come A ftw days betore his final dopaiture 
from the lines of Westchester, an officer came in with a (lag, 
to treat for the exchange of prisoners. Through that 
medium he received a letter from Margaret Moncrieffe. 

"I know not when this will reach you," she wrote, "or, 
indeed, whether your eyes will ever rest upon these pages; 
but I should go mad if I did not make the attempt to con- 
vey to you some knowledge of what I feel and suffer. For 
many months I have submitted to the cruel silence imposed 
upon us. For many months I have submitted to the harsh 
injunction that bade me hold no intercourse with my father's 
enemy, however little that father was entitled to a daugh- 
ter's obedience. Evea now that silence wonid remain 
(U8) 
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unbroken f oi umal ral tjianuj ovlz tho aftcctions Ijad 
n t do med n o to became the biide jf another In sur- 
reideimg eyeiythmg else I leseived to mv&ef tlie sad 
Inxury of addres'iing a farewell lettei to the idolized being 
to whom my virgm vows were plighted and nho now holds 
supreme dumii ion oyer my heart I did not wish yoa to 
leim first through the veiaeioua lepoit jf a bribed news- 
paper that on duph a diy Maigaret Moncriefte became a 
h&i py bride It will come to you in due time though the 
h ir for tho 'iacnfice has not j et been decided but it soon 
will be and sola aitcr thit yon may expect to read the 
fulsome announcement of a mairiage i hi^h hf ' I 
shall be lepresentel no doubt as young ind lovely, ray 
cheek blooming anl my heart overflunin^ with happiness. 
Ihe jeweli that adorn iiid the flows s that decorate me 
for the occasion will claim a place m the deacr pt on and, 
perhaps suggest a simile to enliven it When you read 
the s cl emng defiils d stiust them all except the bitter 
truth that I have offi,r d np myself as a \ t-tim to gratify 
parental pride anl parental a^ar ce Eel eve thit at the 
very moment I tal c u[ on me the solemn obhgitions of a 
wife, my sonl will be dwelling with you. That, though the 
fitting words may be spoken, and the trembling form sus- 
tain itself unsupported, even at the altar's foot, the gor- 
geous pageant the decorated cathedral, and the mitred 
abbot who periorms the leremony will be unheeded, and 
far away over the broad Atlantic will rise np the plain 
and humble dwelUng — beneath whose shelter we first met, 
and in the veiandah — upon whose roof we poured into each 
other's eara those burning 'icntenees that will live through 
tho long eternity of ages in which the soul is destined to 
Buffer or rejoice The bod} may be purchased, bargained, 
bartered for like cattle in the market; or it may be driven 
unresisting as a lamb to the shambles; but the heart ac- 
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:r of title, and scorns alike the gold 
of the trader and the power of the tyrant. That heart 
ia yours, and oh, what a mockery will be the marriage rite 
that binds me to another! How deep and damning its 
perjury I How loathsome its fruits I Do yon shudder, my 
own love, at the dismal horrors before mc f I, too, shud- 
dered once, but I haye looked upon them nntil I am eaira 
— calm as the lost wretch who knows that he has descended 
to the lowest deep and qnivered throngh the deadliest 
agony. I have even ceased to look forward into the future, 
and speculate upon the consequences that may &ow from 
the gnawing misery of being chained to a husband I det«st. 
Hope was hidden in the bottom of Pandora's box, and 
when the thousand ills that it contained flew shrieking 
from its open Kd, tlie gentle goddess followed on glittering 
wings and dropped a charm for every woe. More terrible 
than bers, my marriage gift contains no promised gladness 
to relieve its present sorrow. What have I to expect on 
earth when every chord that thrills to the touch of joy is 
broken? and how dare I look for consolation to the 
Heaven whose holiest laws I have profaned ? Profaned at 
the bidding of in earthly parent — trampled under foot that 
thp tmf tymltl bk Ttl 

1 f I dwrth ! — I wh k wth d kp it 
thtwt bl ttl tldmdh t 

th J t t I t tl h y t! t 1 m d 

fi mly as t th b dy ht t f 11 w h th h t h 
g hf 
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tale may be borne to your distant home of the vileness of 
one who loved, who loves, and who will love you with 
a fervor compared to which idolatry is cold and tame I 
With you by ray side, I should be contented as the tenant 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



THE RIVALS. 179 

of the humlilest hut in America. The toils and liardahipB 
that tlie poorest undergo would be sweet ; and, in the serenity 
of coiiscious happiness, I could look down upon a crowned 
empress, and proudly refuse to exchange my lot for hers. 
As jour wife, I should be gentle, and loving, and good; 
humbly returning thanks to Almighty Gfod for the bless- 
ings showered upon me, and hopefully looking forward to 
tlie future as a state of blissful regeneration. What I may 
be now, let those answer who have made dissipation a 
necessity, and excitement of every kind a respite from tor- 
ture. But whatever may be my fate, let me at least have 
the consolation of knowing that you are going on undaunt- 
edly to the fulfillment of a glorious destiny. Tip to this 
time every returning ship has brought tidings of your grow- 
ing fame — tidings that to me were more welcome than galea 
freighted with the spices of Arabia. Let your remembrance 
of me nerve yoa to sterner exertion, rather than sink you 
to despondency. Courage and genius never had a nobler 
field. Press on in your high career ; and when trampled 
millions shake their chains in glad rejoicings at your suc- 
cess, I shall feel that I did right to worship the hero whose 
sword struck the living waters of freedom from the rock of 
tyranny, and vindicated man's inherent right to live, to 
labor, to love, and to adore, when, and where, and how, the 
sou! in its untrammcled intelligence should direct. 

" Farewell ! In this cold world we shall never meet again. 
I do not tell you to forget me, for I know that is impossi- 
ble. No matter what grief may overshadow me, no matter 
wliat sin or shame may degrade me, I know that yoa will 
love me, and every prayer that ascends for your own re- 
demption will be mingled with a fervent aspiration for the 
wretelied girl who loved both wisely and well, and yet 
loved where it was worse than death to worship." 

Alone in his barrack-room, Aaron Burr read and reread 
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the wild and despairing confession of tbe wronged and in- 
joTed girl. The big tears gathered in his eyes and rolled 
slowly, very slowly, down his wasted cheek. 

"Poor Margaret!" he said, "onrs has been a stormy 
love — rocked by wintry winds in its cradle, and scorched by 
blasting lightnings in its prime. Who would have dreamed 
that the meeting of two hearts so young, so loving, so fitted 
for each other, could have engendered the mighty woes that 
have scarred and blackened both 1 What had wo done to 
be marked oat as the victims of a curse more terrible than 
that which the rebellious angels dragged down on them- 
selves? We met each other, and we loved. If that meet- 
ing were a sin, it was not ours. We did not plan it. I 
knew not of your existence, and if yon had ever heard ray 
name, it was coupled with the epithet of traitor. Well do 
I remember the first time I saw you 1 Well do I remember 
how you nestled to the protecting side of Mrs. Putnam, and 
glanced at my uniform as at a badge of infamy. The flush 
of health and the bloom of innocence were on your cheek, 
and when that short visit ended, I was a captive for eternity. 
Was that guilt? It was not so esteemed in Paradise, wten 
the enraptured Adam waked from his long repose and knelt 
in trembling ecstasy at the feet of his new-made Eve. It 
was not so esteemed when Jesus, on his pilgrimage of atone- 
ment, wliisporcd forgiveness in the ears of Mary Magdalene, 
because 'she loved much.' Why should the same thing 
which wiped out the remembrance of her sins bring sorrow 
and'tears to us? Oh, how little do we know! how less than 
little do we understand of the purpose that placed ns here, 
and drags ns on, blind and powerless, through the fretful 
years of a troubled existence 1 How poor and weak is that 
'free will' of which we boast! bow dim and undefined the 
narrow boundaries of its power 1 Blown about by every 
passion, yielding to every temptation — the sport of oircum- 
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stance and the tool of chance — what is left to our own 
choice? wliat is regulated as we couU wish? Free 
rfill, indeed! Is Margaret Moncrieffe free when she 
knowingly crashes evDry bloom of happiness and walks 
with open eyes to a living grave? Was I free in that 
hour when I forgot tliat she was the daughter of my eoun- 
ti^'s foe, and knelt and worshiped at her feet? Am I free 
now ? Can I tear her image from my heart of hearts ? — for- 
get her loTo ; forget her grief; forget what she has already 
borne ; and steel myself against tbat which she must still 
endare ? Can I do this, and live ? Oh, no ! I can bear 
disease, and pain, and poverty, aud foul suspicion; I can 
straggle on even ander the maddening knowledge that her 
head is pillowed on another breast than mine; but I can- 
not bear to forget — I dare not cease to love. I know not 
what is before me ; but I know that when I am called upon 
to embark in the shadowy ship that waits for passenger 
souls by the shore of time, I shall carry with me a love that 
has known no change or abatement from that moment wheu 
our lips' burning vows were sealed and sanctified by our 
hearts' enraptured assent. I shall go on, silent and uncom- 
plaining, and seemingly contented as the other worms about 
me ; but there will be an inward longing, a slalceless thirst, 
for which ambition has no cure and escitement no relief; 
a hopeless gangrene of the soul, rotting and festering until 
the confines of life are reached aad the freed spirit shakes 
off the dust but not the memories of earth. 

"'Pity me/' you say, Mai^aret. God knows, I have deep 
need of sympathy for myself 1 bat not so great as yours; 
and all that an overburdened heart has to bestow is freely, 
fullygiven. 'Do not scorn me.'' — Not 1 1 though you were 
stained all over with crimes and vices as black as those that 
disgraced the foulest daughter of the Medici. I should 
only mourn that man had the power to convert an angel 
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of light into an erring, wicljed thing; and shudder at the 
inscrutable justice that slumbers while the ministers of hell 
are torturing a child of God into crime. Scorn you I What 
right haa any mortal man to wear that word upon his lips ? 
Tempt him in the height of his power and the pride of his 
■wealth, offer him some glittering bauble that he thinks 
beyond his reach, and his boasted integrity dies in a night- 
Crush out his affections, bruise him, trample on him, and 
what docs he become ? A vile and loathsome thing, wal- 
lowing in crime and fattening on corruption. How dare 
he talk of scorn for the sins of another, whoso own are 
mountain high, and whom it needs but a breath of tempta- 
tion to bloat with infamy 1 Tet it may well be, Margaret, 
that you will feel that sting from those who are more guilty 
tiian yon are. It may well be that the tyranny of opinion 
will drive yon from indiscretion into crime, and then judge 
you according to that hollow-hearted humanity which looks 
only at the fruits, and makes no allowance for the seasons 
that produce them. Tours is a terrible ordeal. God grant 
that you may pass through it not utterly blasted! But 
whether pride and power, or shame and sin shall cluster 
about you, there is one heart which will cling to you, and 
throb, tlirough every mutation of fortune and of fame, with 
a love as nndying as your own." 

The solitary candle on his camp table flickered in the 
socket — a few fitful flashes, and it was gone; the red light 
of the Are burned low and dim ; but there he sat, rigid and 
stony, until the sound of the morning reveille roused him 
M life and consciousness again. 
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KelguM sovereign o'l 



From the lines of Westchester Colonel Barr repaired 
to Newburg, where he remained for some time the honored 
guest of General MoDougall. Oppressed hj mental anxiety 
even more than by physical suffering, he lingered for weeks 
on the very verge of the grave. At last his temperate 
habita triumphed, and the healthy current began to creep 
slowly back to his shrunken veins. In the month of June 
the British, in large force, made threatening demousfra- 
tions against West Point, and General McDongall, Justly 
alarmed for the safety of the place, sought by every means 
to open communications with General Washington; but 
this was a work of no ordinary difSculty, for the British 
had so posted bodies of Tories on the roads and among the 
mountain passes aa to render the destruction of any small 
party or tlie capture of a single messenger almost certain. 
General McDougall made repeated eiforts to convey intel- 
ligence to the commander-in-chief, hut all proved abortive. 
When these facts came to Colonel Burr's knowledge feeble 
and emaciated as he was, he vol t d to und take hat 
so many had failed to accomj.] h Ih g 1 at fi t 
remousti'ated, bnt finally yield d t B ^ nt s 1 ta 

tions, and, giving him only ve bal n t u t n 1 pat h d 
liim on his journey. Well arn d and mount d n a ^,0 d 
strong horse, he set oat early tl mo n g 1 Ian 
(IS ) 
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geroua mission. Towanl niglitfall, when approacliiag one 
of the most diffictilt passes of the mountain, he observed a 
man step from the bushes a few yards iii advance of him 
and tura leisurely up the road, giving, ajiparently, little 
heed to the horseman of whose presence he could not fail 
to be aware. He was dressed in the common garb of the 
country, and carried no visible weapon of any kind. Those 
were days when prndent men seldom went abroad unarmed ; 
but Burr inwardly thought that if any one was justifiable' 
in neglecting that precaution it was the powerful figure 
before him. Not more than five feet si\ inches in height, 
his shoulders were of herculean breadth and over his 
ample chest the bones were laid in thick curved plates 
that wonld have bid deflance to the hug of a Norwegian 
bear. His thigh was so long as almoit to amount to de- 
formity, and over it was twisted a net-wovk of muscles as 
hard and much more elastic than steel. The short space 
between the knee and the ankle-joint was almost entirely 
filled by the swelling calf; and the broad feet looked like 
pedestals to a mighty statue. He raised his head when 
Colonel Burr rode up alongside, and exhibited a counte- 
nance that would have been singularly pleasing but for the 
fierce light which flaslied from his dark-hazel eyes. 

" Gfood evening !" he said in a natural, unaffected tone. 
"Do you travel far off this road f" 

"Perhaps so," was the reply. "Perhaps not," 
"Shy, eh I Shy and skittish 1 That looks bad." 
"Why so? These are not times, nor is this a country 
in which a man can safely tell his secrets to every person 
he may chance to meet on the highway." 

"Well, there is some truth in that; and it was none of 
my buMuess, anyhow." 

But although thus disclaiming any interest in the motions 
of his companion, the stnrdy footman kept within grasp of 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



TliB EIVALa. 185 

the bridle-rein, quickening. or Blaekening his pace to suit 
the gait of the animal. Bnrr could not fall to notice that, 
move as he would, the relative distance between them was 
always the same. His qoict eye, too, had detected the 
butt of a heavy pistol beneath the coarse frock-coat worn 
bj the countryman, and he doubted not that other weapons 
were concealed by the same friendly cover. Believing from 
these indications that the purposes of his new acquaint- 
ance were in nowise friendly, he thought it more advisable 
to bring •in the strugfjle at once than to allow his adversary 
the selection of his own time and place. 

"What is that?'' he suddenly asked, pointing to a 
etunted beach-tree on the mountain side. The man turned 
his head for a moment, and only for a moment, but it was 
enough. The steed was reined sharply back, and, snatch- 
ing a pistol from his holsters. Burr leveled it full at the 
head of his pertinacious companion, at the same time 
sternly demaniiing, — 

"Who arc you? and for what are you dogging my 

The pistol was double charged; it was held by a hand 
never known to tremble in the hour of danger ; the least 
motion of his arm, the scraping eveu of a foot, and the 
giant pedestrian would have been launched into eternity. 
His eye caught that of Burr as he turned, and his own 
fierce gaze sank under the overwhelming power of that 
steady look which no living thing ever encountered un- 
moved, It was not anger that flashed from those large 
orbs, nor courage, nor determination merely, but all these 
combined ; and added to them was a nameless spell which 
carried with it an irresistible conviction that whatever they 
threatened was certain to be performed. You felt that 
it was the glance of doom — that there were no chances to 
16* 
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take, no waTcriag, no hesitation to hope for. Yoa saw 
that tho man's wbole soul was aroused, that all his ener- 
gies were alive and active, and you knew that it would be 
aa safe to play with the lightning's forked dart. The bold, 
strong animal quailed in the presence of a master-spirit, 
and, in a tone resembling tlie whining growl of a chained 
and conquered bear, he answered, — 

"My name is Alexis Durand." 

"That is little to the purpose. Answer me truly, or, 
by the Mother of G-od, your lease of life will bo a short 
one. Are you not one of Tryon's Tories ?" 

"I hare no choice, I snppose, but to own it I am." 

"That is enough. I can make out the remainder with- 
out your help. Unbutton that coat." 

The order was sullenly obeyed, and the open garment 
revealed a belt containing two pistols and one of the broad 
hnnting knives of the day. By successive orders Colonel 
Burr compelled him to draw out first one pistol, then the 
other, and then the knife, and drop them at his feet. This 
done, he marched him forward five paces, counting the steps 
and following as he advanced ; then he made him lie down 
on his face until he leaped from his horse and secnred the 
arms. This done, he again mounted his horse and ordered 
the Tory to rise. 

"Where is your troop now?" 

"Three miles ahead, in the woods at the back of Jordan's 

"Who is Jordan?" 

"He is a Tory, and keeps the only public house on the 
road." 

"That at least tallies with my own information; and 
pray, remember in your answers, that I did not come here 
in entire ignorance of anything it concerns me to know. I 
shall most certainly detect yon in any attempt to deceive 
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lue, and then your fate is sealed. Will any of your troop 
be prowIiDg about before dark ?" 

"Not on this side. I was sent to watch here." 

Burr mused a moment, and then said, — 

"Now, Mr. Alexia Dnrand, I propose to sup this night 
at Jordan's, and as I do not like solitary meals, I shall take 
you along for company. As much, however, as I lore the 
society of a single friend, I object decidedly to larger par- 
ties, and if any unpleasant intruders should join us, or any 
other circumstance should occur to mar the festivities of 
the evening, my dissatisfaction will be instantly manifested 
by sending a brace of ballots through your stall. Yon 
understand me, I hope. Now, forward, march !" 

They had proceeded in this way for a little more than 
half a mile, when they came to a place where a bridle-path 
led off from the main road through the woods. Here hia 
prisoner indicated a wish to halt, and Burr, reining up, 
inquired what he wanted. 

" I should like to ask you a question, sir, that I hope yon 
wil! not refuse to answer. I know I am in your power, 
and you may do as you will ; but I swear by all that is holy 
that it shall do you no harm, to tell me truly whether or 
not you are Colonel Burrf" 

" I do not think I should attach much importance to your 
oath, if I did not myself feel certain that it can make no 
difference whether you know me or not. I was Colonel 
Burr, but I have resigned my commission and left the 

" Then for God's sake go no farther on this road." 
"Why, you told me just now that it was free as far aa 
Jordan's house." 

" So it is ; but your horse would not be in the stable five 
minutes before it would he known by those who will com- 
pass earth and hell to spill your blood." 
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"Tour care for my blooiJ," answered Burr coldly, "lias 
wonderfully improved in the last hour. Mettinks it is not 
very long since you had some such purpose aa murder in 
your own head." 

"I did not know you then, and I suspected you of being 
a spy of General McDougall." 

"And now that you do know me, I cannot understand 
what has produced so marked a change in your praise- 
worthy intentions. I am not generally held in high esteem 
by my country's foea." 

"Yon saved my father's house from being burned ; you set 
a watch over it, to protect ray mother from insult ; and jou 
fed her starving little ones when yon knew us to be friends 
to Eing George and enemies to Congress. I am the son 
of John Darand, of Westchester. Have you forgotten 
him?" 

"No, my good fellow, I remember him well. I remem- 
ber, also, since you have brought it to my mind, that his 
eldest son was accounted a confirmed robber and murderer, 
and while I protected your father and mother as an act of 
justice, and fed your little brothers and sisters as an act of 
humanity, I should have taken singular pleasure in hanging 
yon to the first tree that offered." 

"I did not begin it, and it is not my fault if there has 
been a long and bloody account run up between me and 
those who drove me to take up arms when Iwas willing to 
remain in peace with the old folks at home. But, there is 
no time to talk it over now. The sun is going down. 
Will yon trust me, and follow me? Believe me, there is no 
other escape from, death." 

" I will trust you," answered Bnrr, without the least hesi- 
tation. " Lead on. I think you mean well, and if you do 
not, my hand will he as steady and my aim as certain ia 
one place as tinothor." 
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Durand tnraed ialo the bridle-path, and walked rapidly 
on until they were er.tirely out of sight or hearing from the 
highway. Here ogain he paused until Burr rode up to hia 
side. 

" I am taking you," he said, " to the house of a friend 
of mine, who is, of course, In British pay. Tijere will be 
no use in telling him anything we can help, and therefore I 
should like to ask another question or two. Where are you 
going?" 

"To General Washington's headquarters." 

"So I expected, Do you bear dispatches?" 

"No. I hare only verbal messages." 

"That is safer and better. Bill Jenkins's cabin is in less 
than a mile of ns ; there you can have your horse fed, get 
your own sapper, and some hours' sleep. After that, I will 
myself gnide you safe beyond danger. I shall call you Mr. 
Jones, for although I do not fear any treachery from Bill, 
it is not wise to tempt him too far. Give me my arms ; an 
angel from heaven could not make me hurt you now, and 
besides averting Bill's suspicions, it may be necessary to use 
them in your defense." 

Colonel Burr promptly complied with his request, rightly 
judging that he had already trusted him too far to hesi- 
tate about any additional confldence. Dnrand placed the 
weapons in his belt, and again moved forward with a quick 
and nervons step. A few minntes brought them to a clear- 
ing on a level bench of the mountain, surrounded by a high, 
strong fence, in which were three or four cabins, irregularly 
placed, and buiJt so nearly alike that it was diflicnlt to 
decide which was designed for the nse of man and wliich 
for the cattle and poultry that lowed and cackled within. 
The awnerof the premises, who was engaged in the unmas- 
culine task of milking a cow, had a villainous, bandit look, 
and the natural ropulsivoness of his countenance was 
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increased by an ugly scar, extending from above the left eye 
acroas the nose to the right cheek. He put down his milk- 
pail, and walked to the gate at the summons of Duiand, 
Bilencing, as he did ao, two fierce wolf-hounds, who were 
growling and barking furiously at the intruders. 

"This, Bill, is my friend, Mr, Jones," said Durand, after 
shaking the outlaw by the hand. "He wants some supper 
and a night's lodging, and I have brought him here, know- 
ing that yoB would give him a hearty welcome for my 
sake." 

" To be snre I" answered Jenkins, extending his homy 
hand to Burr. " I'm glad to see you, sir, and though I 
haven't got much, you're welcome to what's here. Aleck," 
he continued, "take your friend into the house, and build 
a fire. He looks sick and wealily, and these mountain 
dews are mighty chilly. I will take care of his horse." 

" Hub him down well. Bill," replied Durand, " for he wil! 
have to travel hard in the morning. Take yoar time, I 
will get supper for you." 

Jenkins led off the horse, and Durand entered the house 
followed by 13urr. It was a square one-story log-cabin, 
covered with boards. Over the joists, for about one-half 
the length of the room, loose boards were laid, forming a 
kmd of upper room, which was reached by a rough ladder, 
and was used as a general depository for any and every 
thing that the owner de6 led to put out of the way The 
Hoor was of dirt. Over the fire place suspende 1 in racks 
made of forlsed sticks, were a long iifle a Britidh musket 
and three or fonr pistols of djffeient size and make how 
ing that they were never intended to match and indicatmg 
pretty plainly that the mode of their acquisition had uol 
been entirely honest. In fact tliey bad been picked uy 
here and there in the diife entfoiiys of the piesent owner 
and to some of them tales of murder, as well as robbery, 
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alUclied. One chair and four or five stools were Ecattered 
about. In the center was a rude, sqnai'e table. In one cor- 
Der a rongh bed, and in the other a pile of blanltets, coun- 
terpanes, and a miscellaneous collection of other bedclothes, 
wliich never come there through fair traffic. Bj the door 
tliere was a shelf for a water-pail, and near the chimney 
stood a large cnphoard made of pine plank, and fastened 
by a wooden button. There was no window, and no other 
furniture. Durand had brought in a dry board, which he 
split to pieces over a large stone that did duty as an 
andiron, and, raking the embers together, soon succeeded 
in blowing them into a flame. While he was thus engaged, 
Colonel Burr had been noting everything in the house, and 
he now asked, — 

"Does your friend live here alone ?" 

" Not exactly. I am with him a good deal myself; but, 
if you mean to ask whether he has a family, I answer no. 
Men like us have no use for women folks about the house. 
It is bad enough to be harried and burned out when we are 
alone, without being maddened by hearing the women 
screaming, and the children squalling besides." 

"True," answered Burr, "and there has been too mucb 
of that on both sides, in this unhappy war, Gfod knows 1 
tried to put a stop to it wherever I held command !" 

" You did, sir ; and you owe it to that that you are now 
safe and sound beneath an outlaw's roof, instead of being 
bound and bleeding in the hands of men who are deaf to 
the prayers of merey. You thought you had me in your 
power, sir; and while we were upon the highway may be 
you did; but the moment you had passed Jordan's gate, 
nay, in the veiy act of getting from your horso, if your 
eye had turned from me one instant, you would have been 
lost. A blow given with half the strength of this arm 
would crush your ribs like rotten pipe-stems, and it is cer- 
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tain that I should have found some chance to deal that 
blow. It was your eje, sir, that saved jou. I remem- 
bered my mother's description, and I knew you by that." 

"I am thankful the trial was spared us; though I am 
not so certain tliat you, an unarmed man, could ]ia¥e made 
me a prisoner when fully armed and on my guard. We will 
let that pass, however, for the present, and, as I have been 
trusting you more than prudence dictates, while you have 
given me no information of your plans and intentions, you 
wiil excuse me for questioning yon upon some things which 
it imports me much to know." 

"Ask me nothing, if you please sir," said Durand, inter- 
rupting him. "I know where yon want to go, and I intend 
to conduct you there in safety or die in the attempt; but 
I shall be no more a friend to George Washington and his 
cause, when that is done, than I am now. At the same 
time I serve you for protecting my mother and her children, 
I remember that it was against yonr friends that protection 
wa'! neees<!ary and I have no ide*i of sparing the whole 
brood of a wolf bit^h ijeciuse I have found a noble hound 
among them Do not ask me anjthing therefoie and do 
not tell me anything Diatt that chaii neaier to the fire ; 
it IS alwajs cold up here at night I must get about 
Eupptr ' 

The me^! and the manner of preparing it wus one for 
Mliich Eutrs espenence, notw ithitand ng his militaiy life, 
fuini bed no pirallel Taking down a ^mill iron kettle, 
which was suspended fiom a cross piece in the chimney, 
he filled it with watei and hung it immediately ovei the 
blazing fire "then opening the cupboard he took there- 
from the cold leg of a goat which he cut into miuce meat; 
some slices fiom a aid? of bacon were added, two pods (,f 
red pepper and in onion chopped flue some Inrd biscuit 
bioken to pieces and a handful of Iiish potat t [pfL d 
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and sliced tliin. All these were stirred together, plentifully 
sprinkled witt salt, and poured into the now boiling water. 

By tMs time, Jenkins Lad returned. Producing a lamp, 
and drawing a stone jug from underneath his bed, he invited 
his guests to partake of some "real oM Jamaica" — an in- 
vitatioa to which Durand did double honor; and Colonel 
Burr, fatigued by his ride, swallowed a larger quantity of 
the potent spirit, according to his own acknowledgment, 
than he ever did at any other time in his life. 

Those who know nothing of life, except what they have 
learned in peaceful times, and with carpeted floors beneath 
tlieir feet, will lind little in the foregoing description to 
please them, and will probably shudder at what is to fol- 
low. Three tin plates, or rather pans, were placed on the 
table by Jenkins; as many iron spoons, tin cups, kniyes, 
and forks, some hard bread and cheese, a pitcher of milk, 
and a gourd filled with salt. The kettle was then removed 
from the fire, and, hot and boiling as it was, placed in the 
center of the table, so that each one could help himself; 
and the three, without ceremony, sat down to a meal that 
a hungry man would have pronounced savory anywhere. 
In his old age, Colonel Burr declared that it was the 
sweetest dish he had ever tasted. 

Durand was the first to rise from the table. "You must 
excuse me. Bill," he said; "I am going to the camp and 
will not be back until after midnight. Finish your supper, 
put plenty of wood on the fire, and go to sleep. The 
sooner the better for my friend Jones. Close the door and 
bar the gate; do not open either for man or devil, until I 
return. Call the dogs into the house ; they will help you 
bravely at a pinch." 

"What if any of onr boys should come along?" in- 
quired Jcnkina. "How can I turn them off?" 

"They will not; but if they should, pretend not to 
17 
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know them, acd sboot tlie lirat one that crosses the fence. 
Mark me," he continued, observing the astonished stare of 
hia companion, "if Governor Tryoo himself knocks at this 
door to-night hia weleome must be a rifle-ball. I will 
explain to-morrow. Good night!" 

With these words he stepped from the door, and waa 
soon lost among the bushes which grew in rank lu.tui'iance 
along the mountain side. 

What were the sensations of Colonel Bnrr when thus 
left alone with the iU-faYorod man of ciime, benenth whose 
roof he was so f.tra,ngely sheltered ? To fear lie was a 
Btranger ; bat was there no doubt, no raistrast, no anxiety ? 
Not a particle. If there had been any purpose to harm 
him, he knew that purpose could have been accomplished a 
hundred times over. For honrs he had been in their 
power. There waa no necessity for treacherous scheming 
to effect either his deatii or capture. Calm and self- 
collected always, the probability is that these reflections 
passed, through his mind more like the flashes of instinct 
than the teachings of reason, Durand's good faith he 
eouM nut question, and Jenkins had not given him the 
slightest cause to harbor Enspicinn. Thus far he had done 
precisely what hia comrade had told him, and done it in 
snob a way as to make it certain that no sinister design 
troubled his brain. Nothing of this waa lost upon Colonel 
Burr, and after Durand's departure he took his seat com- 
posedly by the fire, and began caressing one of the large 
wolf-hounds who was gnawing a bone at hia feet, while 
Jenkins was bringing in some additional logs to heap in 
the chimney. After this, the outlaw placed two strong 
bars across the door, and, taking a seat, entered into 
friendly chat with his guest upon subjects that offered no 
chance for party disagreement. At that period of the 
American Revolution it waa not always safe to ask, much 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



Til E KIVALS. 1»0 

le'i'4 to ausii-er queat'ons and Jenkins was too well aware 
ft fttt llh t tl mpertinent queries; 
b t I t ! Id 7 w f dly d Iiis manner was 
li 11) 1 d E th d seemed to nnder- 

f ] th t th t w t e none but kindly 

t tm t f f th L 1 1 d finished Ms bone, 

Idll IdpCllBa knee, and looked 
tf lly ] t h f f 1 t g a caress. Colonel 

B ] t ly f d f g d dog, and an excel- 

I t J d f li i t Th d 1 1 est and sinewy loin 
ft! bl ml ppl 1 h m [la subject for con- 
t tlJk dygit waa time they 

should go to sleep, spread blanket after blanket, and coun- 
terpane after counterpane, on the floor, uutil he had made a 
'pallet" as soft as a bed of down, upon which he invited 
Burr to lie down and rest until Durand's return. He thea 
sought his own couch, and the doga unceremoniously dis- 
pobed of themselves at Burr feet. 

It was long past midnight when Colonel Burr was 
louicd by a faeice gtowl from his four-footed sentinels. 
The same sound a«oke Jenkins, who, springing from his 
btd, silenced the dogs by a stern whisper, "Hush, Brute 1 
lie down. Cash I" and walking to the door, laid his head 
ai^ainst it to hiten The sound of a horse's feet was 
heard approaching over the rocky path, and soon after- 
wards Alexis Dnrand shouted at the gate, "Open, Bill; it 

When the door was opened and Durand entered, Burr 
discovered that he had added a rifle, together with a 
bullet-pouch and a powder-horn, to his equipments. His 
manner, too, was hurried like that of a man whom some 
danger threatened and who was impatient to be gone. 

"It is later," he said, "than I expected it would be 
before my return. I had tronble to get away, and we may 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



196 T H H R I V A L S. 

meet with more on the road. Get Mr, Jones's horse, Bill ; 
we have no time to tarrj here !" 

The horse was brought, and, after bidding Jenkins a 
cordial "good-by," the two mounted and rode down the 
mountain in a direction nearly at right angles with the 
road. From tlie many turnings and zigzags made by his 
guide, Colonel Burr soon lost all idea of the direction they 
were traveling. Now they were winding among huge 
masses of white, rugged rocks; now the bed of a mount- 
ain torrent crossed their way ; now a deep ravine, black 
and gloomy, barred their passage j auon they were skirting 
the base of a frowning precipice, and again climbing a 
steep ascent, which rose sharp and sudden before them. 
Colonel Burr could discover no sign of a path, but his 
conductor rode on, avoiding or surmounting obstacles with 
an unerring certainty that proved his perfect knowledge 
of every inch of the ground. Toward daylight they de- 
scended into the plain, and just as the snn was rising they 
emerged from a thick wood in fail view of a broad and 
beaten road. Here Durand reined up. 

"You are safe, Colonel Burr— beyond the danger of 
interrnption from our scouts. That road leads to George 
Washington's headcjuarters, and you are now within a few 
miles of hia outposts." 

Bnrr turned toward his preserver and said, in a voice 
shaken by emotions he did not attempt to suppress,— 

"Mr. Durand, you have rendered me a great service, 
and I thank you from my heart. Not, however, for the 
life you have probably saved, for of that I take little heed ; 
but it concerned ray honor that the message I bear should 
be safely delivered. Is there nothing I can do to repay 
you?" 

"I was paid in advance. The man who saved my mother 
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from insult !iaa a right, to work me in a chain-gaag, ir he 
chooses." 

"Tliat was an act of common humanity, for which I 
deserve no particular credit." 

" It was a rare one, sir, in those times ; and when I forget 
it, I hope the thoader may strike me. Wo Tories are haman 
beings, although yonr Whig friends seldom treat us as 
such. We have liad much to make us bioodj, and lawless, 
and revengeful ; and we have therefore done much at which 
good men must shudder ; still, we are better than you give 
ua credit for being, and gratitude is not an obsolete word 
among ns." 

" Of that I have ample proof. I wish you would let me 
show my own, by procuring for you a full pardon for all 
past offenses, with permission to remain peacefully at home, 
or join the American standard, as yon may prefer." 

"Tou speak in kindness, colonel, and I hope you will 
not think I meet it rudely in saying that this good rifle is 
all tiie pardon I need. Ae for joining the American 
standard, I may thiuk of that when I forget the wrongs I 
have suffered at American hands." 

"That there has been wrong on both sides, I know; but 
surely those who are in arms against their country could 
not expect to be treated very leniently." 

"Your historians, colonel, will tell one story, and ours 
another. If yon succeed, yours will be believed — if we 
triumph, you will be the traitors. The judgment of pos- 
terity, therefore, upon our motives, will be worth just noth- 
ing at all ; but if an account of the facts could be written 
precisely as they are, an impartial jury would say that we 
have been at least a,a much sinned i^aiust as sinning. Take, 
for instance, the case of Bill Jenkins, under whose roof you 
slept last night. At the beginning of these troubles, he 
was just married, and there was not a more quiet, orderly. 
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industrious young man in tiie Colony of Kew York. He 
believed, honestly and conscientiously, that King George 
was entitled to kis allegiance, and refused to join ttie rebell- 
ion. This subjected him to insult, and, after awhile, to 
worse. He was dragged from his bed at night, tied to a 
tree, and lashed like a condemned thief, until the blood rau 
down to his heels. His young wife, who was far gone ia 
pregnancy, looked on the horrible scene till she fainted, and 
died the nest day, in giving premature birth to the child 
she bore. Do you wonder that from that day Bill Jentina 
became a house-burner and a murderer? Do yon wonder 
that he forgot to distinguish between those who had wronged 
him and the party to which they belonged, and inflicted 
vengeance on all alike ?" 

" No ; but his is an extreme case ; there are very few who 
have his excuse." 

" Not many, perhaps, who have anfifered so mnch ; hut all 
of us have suffered in some way, and ail of us have more 
or less to avenge." 

"Your way of stating the ease is a strong one, Mr, 
Durand, when addressed to the ignorant and the unreflect- 
ing; but a man of your education and intelligence must 
understand that this is not a personal quarrel. It is a ques- 
tion of freedom^ol' freedom for the whole land, and for our 
whole posterity. There may be a dozen, or ten dozen, or 
ten thousand bad men among us, who commit wrongs and 
outrages upon their fellow men, id the mere wantonness of 
cruelty; but that does not affect the justice of the cause 
any more than (he bad conduct of a thousand hypocrites 
impairs the sanctity of the Christian religion. Yon have 
no more right to take up arms agamat your country, because 
a Whig has robbed your house, than you have to desert the 
cause of Christ, because a professing Christian baa cheated 
you in trade. You must remember, too, that the things of 
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wLioh you complain were, in a great measure, brought upon 
jourselves. If you haii taken sides, in the beginning, 
openly and boldly, for your country, jou would not liavo 
been molested. It is no answer, to say that you honestly 
believed jonr country to be in the wrong. It is not a case 
for reasoning about right or wrong. If you saw a strong 
man heating your mother, I do not think you would trouble 
yourself to inquire what proToeation she had given him. 
So, in this case, your country is engaged in an unequal 
war, and whether she is right or whether she is wrong, the 
arms, hearts, and swords of her sons are her legitimate pro- 
perty. Before the war began, it was your privilege to nse 
argument, reason, and persuasion, if you chose, to prevent 
it from breaking out ; bnt when it did come, when the blood 
of your neighbors and friends was ponred out Hlio water 
upon their native fields, patriotism, honor, duty, manliness, 
all demanded that yon should raise your hand on the side 
of the oppressed." 

"We have no time now to argue the point, colonel, and 
we should probably be as far from agreeing, at the end of 
the discussion, as we are at this time. It is not safe for me 
to linger here. Good-by, and if ever yon should meet my 
mother, tell her that her son obeyed her commands and paid 
a pact of her debt. Tell her also that I shall keep on pay- 
ing it, whenever a proper occasion arises." 

"At least," said Colonel Burr, extending a large seal ring 
as he spoke, " at least accept this, and promise me that if ever 
you get into trouble you will not fail to let me know it." 

"Gladly do I accept the ring," replied Durand; "but as 
for the promise of applying to you in any coming trouble 
that may overtake me, you must pardon me for not giving 
it. It will depend on cironmstances, and of those circum- 
stances I mnst be the judge." 

Colonel Burr extended his hand — the sturdy outlaw 
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almost oruslied it ia his iron grasp ; then, drawing bis 
sleeve across his eyes, as if to wipe away something misty 
that had feathered there, he tamed his horse into the wood 
and rode rapidly back toward the Highlands. 

Colonel Burr had not ridden far, after parting with Du- 
raud, before he met a patrol of American horse, by whom 
he waa conducted to the presence of the commander-in- 
chief. The message hedeliTercd from General McDougali, 
and his own remarks and observations upon the state of 
affairs around New York, were considered so important 
that General Washington immediately marched the largest 
part of ills army to the Highlands, and established his own 
headquarters at New Windsor, withiu a few miles of West 
Point. 

The excitement which sustained him under the iatigues 
of his perilous journey was over, and the reaction proved 
too much for Colonel Enn-'s feeble health. He was again 
prostrated, and, in that condition, was remoTed to New 
Haven, where, it was thought, he would have the benefit 
of better quarters and more regular medical attendance. 
He was lying at this place upon a bed of siekness when 
his old enemy. Governor Tryon, at the head of twenty-five 
hundred men, sailed out of New York, on one of his usual 
plundering and burning expeditions. His first landing was 
near New Haven, and the frightened citizens, to whom his 
former merciless exploits were familiar, fled in all directions 
to the country. Vehicles of every imaginable description 
crowded the roads, and women and children ran screaming 
by the side of their household goods. Immediately opon 
receiving intelligence of TiTon's landing. Colonel Burr rose 
from his sick couch, dressed himself, and repaired to a part 
of the town where he understood the militia were gathering 
for the purpose of making some show of resistance. He 
found them assembled together, indeed, hut utterly panic- 
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atr keo and ente -U ngiVouta n cl deaofg „ bat- 
tle to tl e enemy as a, dro e of h ej m ght be ex[ e teil to 
ente ta n a tl e pr en e of a gang of feroc ona wolves. 
hx ted an 1 iid gnant he addres. e 1 them n the fe ent 
1 nguag of patr ot sm g ng them to lefend the fare- 
s les and the r alt'irs f om an nsult ng foe a d i oint ng 
t 1 ow n ucl I ette t was to J e noil a f,ood cause 
1 an to I dp, led nd 1 base 1 T! e men hgwe^er, 
we e too nn h nn ler th nfl en e of fe^r to heed o even 
1 ten to 1 s st Ting aj peals A feiv ga he da onn 1 h m, 
but the greater part began to slink away. Just as he was 
about giving up in despair the attempt to infuse some 
degree of manliness into their bosoms, he was informed 
that the students were forming themselves into military com- 
panies on the college green, and thither he rotte, followed by 
a few of the militia, who had imbibed a portion of his own 
courage. Addressing the boys in a few energetic words of 
encouragement and commendation, he proclaimed his name 
and former rank, and offered to lead lUem against the enemy. 
The little fellows answered with three hearty cheers, and, 
wheeling into column, marched out to meet the forces of 
Governor Tryou. Sharaed into courage by this gallant ex- 
ample, numbers of the miiitia joined them as Iheymarohed 
along, and by the time the enemy came in sight Colonel 
Burr was able to display so considerable a force that, after 
trying the effects of a few shots, Governor Tryon fell back 
to wait for his artillery, which he had left behind, in tlie 
belief that no resistance would bo offered. By a skillful 
disposition of his little force. Colonel Burr succeeded in 
Icceping the British at bay for hours, and thus enabled the 
citizens to remove their valuable's beyond the reach of the 
marauders. Tlie arrival of the artillery, of course, com- 
pelled him to retreat, but it was done in excellent order, 
and his regiment of boys was safely conducted from the 
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town. In after years there was no aeliicvement of his life 
upon which he dwelt with more pleasure ; and even in ex- 
treme old age his eye would sparkle at the mention of New 
Haven College. But it cost him dear at the time. He was 
carried from his horse to a sick chamber, and continued, 
for months, a bed-ridden invalid. 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



CHAPTER XIII, 



When tLe resignation of Colonel Burr was roceiTed at 
headquarters, Alexander Hamilton coald scarcely cooeeal 
his joy ; and as soon as he conld seize an opportunity he 
went to eommunicato the glad tidings to Billings. That 
dark schemer had remained almost constantly wilh the 
maia army. The principal part of liia property was in 
the Oity of New York, and while that city was in posses- 
sion of the British and his own residence occupied, as it 
was, by a British officer, he had a plausible exca&e for 
remaining in the field. His presence had long ceased to 
excite comment. In fact he was not only heartily wel- 
come, but his abandonment of tte army would have been 
looked upon as a calamity, for no man ever knew better 
how to make himself popular than James Billings, when 
he eho'ie to exert himself for that purpose Professing to 
have no home bnt that where the soldiers of his country 
were found, he provided himself with a tent and wagon 
of his own, and whenever tho army moved he raored 
with it His command of money often enabled him to 
furnihh luxuries to the sick or wonnded oiBcers, which were 
very grateful to them, and were always remembered to his 
advantage. If the army remained for any length of timo 
in one place, he generally contrived to secure a house, 
where hie judicious hospitaliiiea won for him golden opin- 
(203) 
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ions from all ranks and classes of the soldiery. Besides, it 
was known that be had rendered important services to the 
canse of the straggling colonists ; and he obtained credit 
for a great deal more than was actually due liim. Some- 
timea he wonM be gone for weeks — no one knew where, and 
few inqnired. Daring his absence, he would tnrn over hia 
field equipment to some necessitous officer, who was in this 
way enabled to enjoy a season of comfort that did not often 
fall to his lot, and who immediately became the devoted 
friend of the man to whom he waa thus indebted. On two 
or three occasions, lie had seized a musket and fought 
bravely in the ranks by the side of private soldiers ; acquir- 
ing a reputation, by so doing, for personal courage as high 
as that which was accorded him for patriotism and liberality. 
In every respect Mr, Billings was a popular and a trusted 
man. Toward Colonel Hamilton, in public, his manner 
was always scrupulously polite, and no one suspected the 
closeness of the intimacy between them. Their interviews 
were never frequent, and were generally contrived at times 
to excite the least observation. On the present occasion. 
Colonel Hamilton approached him during the day and 
said, — 

"If you are alone, Billings, and we can be undisturbed, 
I will come and sup with yon to-night" 

"I am alone, or can easily be so. At what hour shall I 
expect you?" 

"Eight o'clock, if that hour suits you." 

"Very well; until then, adieu." And he turoed with an 
easy, unembarrassed manner, to greet several officers who 
came up at the moment. 

Colonel Hamilton's impatience carried him to Billings's 
door a full half hour before the appointed time. That 
worthy, who was something of an epicure, was busy in 
giving instructions to his cook how to prepare his favorite 
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dishes. The entrance of his gnest interrupted this agree- 
able occapatioii, and, dismissing the man, he courteoasly 
invited Hamilton, according to the custom of the times, to 
join him in a glass of Madeira. 

Tliose who live in camps cannot be very fastidions, and 
Mr. Billings was forced to be contented with one apart- 
ment for dining-room, aitting-roora, and bed-room. In this 
apartment, before supper, the servant was engaged in 
maMug preparations for the evening raeal, and conversa- 
tion of a conSdential nature was therefore impossible. 
After it was concluded, and the two were left to them- 
selves, Hamilton opened his budget of news, adding at the 
close, — 

"You see now that I was right in protesting against 
personal violence. We are rid of him. No one is to 
blame. We have no cause for self-reproacb, and will be 
annoyed by no fears of a disgraceful exposure." 

Billings made no comment on this self-gratulatory ad- 
dress, merely inquiring,— 

"Has the resignation been accepted?" 

" No ; but it will be. Such things are matters of coarse. " 

" Study well the letter of acceptance before you send it 
Let it be perfectly conrteoua bat at the same time aro i 
strong expressions of legrut or ^tr ng commLndati n of 
his past services." 

"I will, if I write it but the geneial frequently writes 
snch letters himself, me ely direct ng me to copy In that 
case I can do nothii g 

" It would not bo pridont certainly to sho; much feel 
ing about It, and it may nevei be of the least irapoitin e 
Still, I would like to s o that letter before it goes 

"I will gi'atify you f I can though I do lot undei 
stand why you shonld ronsidei it of the least consequence 
He is out of the army — he :s out of my way, and I do not 
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care a faitliing lioiT much men may pmise him for wliat he 
has done." 

"He is at present out of the army and out of jonr way; 
but it is by no means certain that he will stay so. At the 
expiration of a year, or less, his health may be restored, 
and he may then come back into the army and into your 
way too. I have studied his character to little purpose, if 
he will long rest contented in the walks of civil life when 
tho clash of arms is sounding in his ears." 

"You are mistaken, Billings, He cannot come back 
without entering below those who are now his juniors, and 
his prond spirit will never consent to that." 

"I hope so; but I doubt. I have understood that he 
did accept the appointment of lieutenant-colonel when the 
date of that appointment placed him below some who were 
his juniors the preceding campaign. What he has done 
once he may do again. At all events, you ought to bo 
careful to do nothing to facilitate his re-eutraiice into mili- 
tary life. Keep him out by aJl means. The rewards that 
will follow success in this contest must be I'eaped by the 
sword, or all the teachings of history are false, 
turn, however, to a question of more immediate c 
I mean the influence this resignation ought to have on 
your own course. Have you thought of that? Do you 
propose to remain in your present position, or to exchange 
it for another ?" 

" I have not had time to mature my plans. My judgment, 
though, inclines me now, as heretofore, to seek employment 
in, the line." 

"My opinion has long been made ap on that point. It 
must be done some day, and the sooner the better." 

"I wish from my heart that it could be done to-morrow ; 
but I foresee that it will bo a work of time. The difQeul- 
ties T mentioned on a former occasion have been increased. 
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I have become neoesaary to General WasliiugtoQ, and, in 
addition to the jealousies of the line oHcers, I shall also 
have to overcoine his reluctance to part with mo." 

"There is an obvious mode of getting oyer that difficulty. 
Quarrel with him upon some point of etiquette which 
involves ao feeliog and wi!! leave no sting behinci." 

" It may be a long time before any such chauee will 
occur; and just now it would do no good, for he is fixed in 
his determination not to give staff officers commands equal 
to their staff lunk in the line. I will have a better chance 
of weakening, if not reversing, this determination by 
remaining near hia person." 

" That is desirable, if it can be done ; tliougb in your 
place, I would not wait long in the hope of bringing it 
about. Where yon arc, promotion is nest to impossible, 
and it is better for you to accept a place below your joniors 
than to continue in the staff. In the line, the whole field 
is open before you. Skill and courage are there certain of 
their rewards; and now that Colonel Bnrr has retired from 
the service, I know no competitor of whom you have rea- 
son to fear. Tou are a better soldier to-day than any gen- 
eral officer in the army, and George Washington knows 
it ; but Congress and the eonntry do not know it, and will 
not know it, so long as you are tied to the person of the com- 
mander-in-chief and are allowed to win no fame except such 
as is reflected from hira. It is better, I repeat, to take any 
command you can get in the infantry, and trust to your own 
exertions to rise from it. That you will rise, I know ; and 
every step makes the ascent easier and more rapid." 

"I did not suspect you, Billings, of calling ray vanity to 
your aid. Your advice is sound enough to commend itself 
without such assislance, and I shall watch for an opportu- 
nity to act upon it, as impatiently as youi^elf. My action, 
however, mnat not be ondaly hurried. It is a maneuver 
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which requires still and caution, and in snch cases time and 
chance are often our best.friends." 

"Very good friends they are, if properly improved; and 
I know of ao one better qadiSed tiian yourself to mate the 
most of them." 

There was a pause of some minutes in the conversatioD, 
which Billings employed in helping himself to a glass of 
Madeira. 

"Is there any late news from France?" he inquired, 
observing that HamUtoa manifested no inclination to recur 
to the former topic. 

"Nothing but what jon have heard. Tbe treaty is 
ratified, and we are soon to have a French fleet upon onr 
coast and a French array fighting by onr side." 

"And I sincerely wish," exclaimed BilJings, "that fieetniay 
find its way to the bottom of the Atlantic before it touches 
these shores. His most Catholic Majesty has thrust his 
spoon into a dish where ho is not wanted. There is no 
more porridge than will auf&ce for our own stomachs, and 
I pray earnestly that he may get well scalded for his imper- 
thience." 

"I cannot agree witli you, Billings, This alliance was 
all important. It secures our independence beyond cavi! or 
dispute." 

" It was secured without it JEngland had but one chance 
from the beginning to reconquer these colonies, and that 
was thrown away by the foolish statesman who controlled 
her conncils. If she had poured an overwhelming force 
npon ns before the Declaration of Independence ; if she had 
landed an army at Boston, another at New York, and another 
at Charleston, and marched from each place directly into the 
country, one-half of the people would hare joined her 
standard, and the other half would have been snbdned in a 
twelveraonlh. As it was, they sent over an insignificant 
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force, which lias been confined to the sea-coast, hecauso 
they dared not move beyond supporting distance of their 
ships, and even there have been compelled to huddle to- 
gether, lest they should be cnt to pieces in detail. The neces- 
sary result of such a policy has been to give the republicans 
full time to overawe the loyalists, to dissipate their dread of 
British prowess, and inspire them with a confidence in them- 
selves which makes reconquest an impossibility. The first 
two years of the war achieved the independence of America. 
After that, it was merely a question how loug British obsti- 
nacy would persist in a hopeless attempt at subjugation, 
1 hoped and believed that it wonld bo ten or twelve years, 
and in that time I calcnlated that the free necks of the 
colonists would be pretty well prepared to receive tiie yoke 
of a military leader, under some title, no matter what, bo 
he had the power of an emperor. Now this interference 
of .France disturbs those calculations, and leaves me at sea, 
without a chart or compass to guide me. John Bull's 
game is proverbial. He may become incensed at the inter- 
meddling of his old enemy, and rouse himself to more 
strenuous exertions; but, on the other hand, there is a 
chance of his being alarmed at the probability of America 
becoming a dependency of France, and he may thus be 
induced to conclude a treaty with Lis revolted subjects as 
soon as decency wiU permit— a result that would put an 
effectual extinguisher upon your hopes and upon mine. I 
could see my way clearly before; I cannot do so now. The 
probabilities are so nearly balanced that it is difficult to de- 
cide which scale preponderates ; and therefore 1 pray that 
the French fleet may be met on the ocean, and sunk or 
captnred, whenever it Bail.9. A great naval victory will so 
stimulate the national pride of England, that Parliament 
will vote liberal supplies to carry on the war, and ministers 
dare not rnn counter to the national repugnance of the 
IS* 
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people to surrender these rich provinces to tlie fostenitg 
caro of King Louis. Every time tliey beat tbe Frencb, by 
land or sea, the fortunes of Alexander Hamilton will wear 
a brighter yerdnrc." 

"There is another side to the argument," replied Hamil- 
ton, "to wliich you do not seem to attach BufBcient import- 
ance. The same success that encourages them will depress 
the spirits of our army and people, and dispose them to 
return to their alUegiance upon terms of simple forgive- 
ness for the past. You will admit that this would be more 
fatal to our hopes than the case you have supposed," 

"I wish Colonel Hamilton" answered Billings earn- 
estly that you would study the history of Ihis people 
more carefully than yoa hive done and make yourself bet 
ter atquaited with tl eir chiiactci The three tides of 
emigiation which h^ve at d fferent pei ods swelled the 
Lumber uf inhabitants on this continent were all singti 
luly alLe m one remaikable tnit Ob t nacy vibe the 
leading featuie m the ch^iattei of ill of them Fir't 
Iherp come thi. old Puiitans who rati ei than comply w lli 
ceitam immateiial furma of public worship, abandoned 
home and icindred for a residence among savages and wild 
beasts. The questions whether a man should repeat his 
prayers standing or kneeling, whether lie should read them 
from a book or utter them extemporaneously from the 
lips, whether a minister should or should not wear a gown 
of a particular fashion, and the dozen other equally im- 
portant points of disagreement between the established 
church and the dissenters, all seem to my mind unspeak- 
ably absurd. Kot so thought the Puritans. They bad 
marked out a particular road to lieaven, and were de- 
termined to travel no other. A creature possessed of as 
much reason as a mad bull, ought to have understood tluit 
it made no difference through what avenue the soul np- 
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proached tlie kingdom of eternal rest. It was foolish to 
require them to follow a particular form of worahip; but 
since that form conld in nowise affect tteir faturo welfare, 
it was tliG part of plain common sense to yield obedienue 
to the law. These stern zealots would not look at the 
suhject in any snch reasonable or peaceful light. They 
ioved opposition for its own sake, and clang to their preju- 
dli;es the more tenaciously because they were illegal. It 
was from this stock — ^headstrong, obstinate, unyielding, 
and unrea.sonable — that the first colonists sprung. Their 
next accession was imrnediately after the civil wars in 
England. Oliver Cromwell had swept legitimate monarchy 
from the land, and unceremoniously shortened a crowned 
king by a bead. The followers of that king, who held out 
longest, who were the most determined and unflinching in 
his support, whom defeat, confiscation, and the military 
execution of their friends, had failed to dismay, refused to 
accept tlie offered amnesty of the great usurper, and carae 
over here, where they were at least removed fcom his per- 
sonal presence. Unlike the Puritans in almost everything 
else, they had the same obstinate devotion to their own 
opinions, and the same readiness to sufier martyrdom for a 
punctilio. Wlieu Cromwell was taken away on that tem- 
pestuous night which was a fitting close to his wild ami 
stormy career, the sternest of the regicides, who never 
could be brought to acknowledge the lawful rule of the 
house of Stuart, abandoned England and hastened hiiher 
to add a new stock of obstinacy to a market already more 
than sulEcionlly supplied with that commodity. The char- 
acteristics of the ancestry have not been softened in their 
descendants by the dangers and difficulties in the midst of 
which they have lieen nursed. The spirits of such a peo- 
ple cannot lie broken. Their towns may bo taken, their 
Brini*"; may lie bcatrn, hut they will gather bend again, 
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and in the end tiie oat i foe of moie than ten timea their 
numeiical strength It is i nmater al to them whether tl cy 
fight for an abstiact piinc pie oi against the most palpa 
ble and galhng oppiession Ihej have no idea ot surren 
denng a pnieiple becinac it is ot no practical niportance 
aid st 11 le'LS of letiactmg an\ thing ?v!iirh they have oice 
nttereJ They hj.ve declaicd that these Colonies ■we 
and of iifelit ought to lie fiee and independent States 
and they will stick to tie declaiation nntil England is 
coinpelled to tcknonledae it by pecuniiry e\hausti n 
Boil these things constantly in mind ^ e do not want 
isu tance If youi pos tion shonld eniblo jon ti ds 
courage onr Fiench illics m any nay in Gods name do 
it I Create jealousies betneen them and onr troopi oftend 
the r punctilious p ide and send them back to France in 
d igust if possible Ton and I were not born in thia 
country, neither of us is tied to it by kindred or ly 
ancestral remembrances neither of us la affiictcd bj Uto 
p an dreams of phi anthiopy we are labor ng foi our own 
advancement the means though di&cnlt aie peifeLtly 
obvious When things do not n irk to suit us we must 
male them tl la is no ti le for doubts or sciuples jou 
hive extendel youi hind to gi^ap a SLcpter ind I have 
staked iiy all upon joni success A failure aftei so fair a 
beginning wonld be doubly mortifying, and fail we must if 
this French alliance brings abont a speedy peace. If the 
war eiida in one year or two years from this date, George 
Washington may place a diadem on his bead; b«t it is 
doubtful whether it wonld not be torn even from his brow, 
and it is certain that if any one else maltea the effort, his 
reward will be a gibbet instead of a throne. To remove 
him now would be of no avail. The army must first get 
accustomed to the sound of another name. They must be 
taught that another can pilot thein through storma as well 
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as he. They mBSt be prepared to look to that other as an 
nnqnestionable leader in the event of hia death; and to 
accomplish these things time is iudispensable. A pro- 
tracted struggle is not merely desirable, but absolutely 
essentia! on another account — it is cecesaary that the peo- 
ple should become so satiated with blood, so weary of 
plunder and house burning, that they will be reluctant to 
engage in a new contest,,, and quietly acquiesce in whatever 
choice the army may make. You see I deal plainly, and 
keep nothing back. Situated as wo are, we must not only 
work for the same end, but the means must be also the 
same. Each one must know all that the other proposes to 
do, and the way in which he proposes to do it." 

"I admit," replied Hamilton, "the general soundness of 
j'oar reasoning, and I have as little disposition as yoa have 
to bring tlie war to a hasty conclusion; but I have not 
been, and I am not now, so sanguine of the result. Eng- 
land has not yet put forth a tithe of her strength. She 
has undervalaed the importance of the rebellion from the 
beginning, and throngbout the contest she has relied too 
ranch upon Tory assistance. When her eyes are opened to 
these faults — and the wonder is they have not been opened 
before now — we shall have an army upon our shores suffl- 
cieutly powerful to make the assistance of a French force 
very welcome, if not absolutely necessary to the accomplish- 
ment of our independence. The difference between us is, that 
you underestimate the resources of Great Britain, and over- 
value the capacity of the colonies for resistance. In my 
judgment, we shall stand in need of allies before our inde- 
pendence is acknowledged, and therefore I have been dis- 
posed to extend a cordial welcome to the French." 

" It is an error, Colonel Hamilton," said Billings, em- 
phatically, " a grievous error, I give Great Britain credit 
for vast resources, for immense energy, perseverance, and 
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skill in tlie art of wai-. I believe there is no power on the 
globe that is able, single handed, to stand against her. I 
have admitted that theve was a time and a way ia which 
she might have reconquered these provinces. I knovY that 
she can still spread desolation and ruin over every portion 
of the land ; but, believe me, Colonel Hamilton, she can 
do no more. The people of America are now perfectly 
united; the few straggling Tories in British pay are too 
insignificant to be counted ; tlie country ia too extensive to 
be overawed by garrison towns; it will, therefore, require 
as great a force to keep it ae to subdue it; and that ia a 
drain no nation can bear or will bear. Depend upon it, 
we have nothing to fear from the success of England. Our 
danger lies in the opposite direction; we may triumph too 
soon." 

The strong, direct, and positive reasoning of his com- 
panion made a powerful impression on the mind of Alex- 
ander Hamilton. He turned the argument over and over 
again in his mind, and could discover no flaw in it. It was 
a strong case, strongly put by a strong-minded man. The 
facta werenndeniable, and the argument founded upon them 
unanswerable. His own experience during the war had dis- 
sipated many of his previously conceived opinions of Brit- 
ish invincibility. He had seen untrained militia stand up 
for hours against the utmost might of England's veteran 
soldiery. True, that militia would sometimes run away when 
tliere was no excuse for flight ; but they would not run far. 
The first hill or the first wpod was a rallying point. They 
did not scatter, and desert their standards. In an incon- 
ceivably short space of time they collected together again, 
and, perhaps the very next day, would fearlessly offer bat- 
tle to the foe before whom they had fled ; nor did it unfre- 
qaently happen, on such occasions, that they succeeded in 
compelling that foe to retreat in turn. He had seen these 
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same men undergo hardships and privations that uo regu- 
lar army could have borne without becoming thoroughly 
demoralized, and he knew that a little more service and a 
little more training would make them equal to the best 
troops in the world. He was thus predisposed to give full 
weight to the views urged by his confederate; and after 
events proved that he was not unmindful of the sagacious 
though villainous counsel that night poured into his ears. 

He did quarrel with General Washington upon a trivial 
pretest, and rejected the overtures of the general to accom- 
modate the difficulty. At the same time he took care that 
the quarrel should assume the form of a mere difference 
upon a point of etiquette, and managed to retain the good 
opinion of the commander-in-chief even while declining to 
servo longer on his staff. In a private letter to General 
Schuyler, after relating the fact of the rupture between the 
commander-in-chief and himself, and his own refusal to 
listen to overtures for an accommodation, be wrote, — 

"I must assure you, my dear sir, it was not the effect o( 
resentment; it wag the deliberate result of maxims I had 
long formed for the government of my own conduct." 

In the same letter he speaks of General Washington ia 
terms which plainly show that be was preparing the way ti? 
undermine his reputation and destroy his influence. 

"The general," he says, "is a very honest man. His 
competitors have slender abilities, and less integrity. Hia 
popularity has often been essential to the safety of Amer- 
ica, and is still of great importance to it. These consid- 
ei'ations have influenced my past conduct respecting him, 
and will influence my future. I think it necessary that he 
should be supported." 

The comments of Mr. James Billings on that letter, 
doubtless ran in the following manner : — ■ 

"The general is a very honest man. Bui flint is all. 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



216 THE KIVALS. 

Hew not at all remarkable for eilhernatural or acquired 
abiliiies. His competitors are fools and knaves. Therefore 
it is best to keep him in command until I am in a aiiua- 
t'ion to supplant him. His popularity has helped the cause 
of America, aud may still aid it; that is, he has somehow 
gained the confidence of the couniry, and, though a man 
of no abilities, we must pvi up with him for the present. 
When his popularity ceases to be useful, tve will throw 
Jam overboard. I think it necessary that he should be 
supported — because by maintaining his authority I keep 
doum rivalries until I am prepared to meet them,. " 

Considering the breyity of the foregoing extract, it 
would be difBcult to find anything in tlie English language 
to equal it in the perfection of "damning ivith faint praise" 
the man to whom he owed everything up to that time, aud 
whom he was not afterwards ashamed to importune for 
great and unmerited favors. 

l^or was Hamilton's conduct toward General Washington 
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cautious to trust a third person in the conduct of auch mo- 
mentous affairs, he went himself in disguise to the British, 
lines whenever the otijeet was of sufficient magnitude to 
justify the rhk. ITis cim muni cations had enabled Sir 
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Henry CliutoQ to obtain several advantages, unimportant 
so far as they affected the general result, but calculated to 
keep np the spirits of the English troops, and encourage 
the ministry at home to persevere in their efforts to subdue 
the colonies. Beyond this, James Billings had no intention 
to go. If he had possessed the power to betray and 
destroy the whole American army at onee, all the gold of 
England could not have bribed him to the act. Not that 
lip had one moral or patriotiu scruple to restrain him ; but 
lie looked to the eventual success of the colonies as the 
means of realizing the ambitious dreams of his earlier 
years. Gold had nf> attraction for him compared with the 
gratification of rcKutning his original name, gilded by titles 
that would hide the memory of the disgrace he had bronghb 
upon it. To Sir Henry Clinton he was known only as a 
common and mercenary informer, and the British com- 
mander was sometimes startled by the profound sagacity 
and stem energy of the man who he believed was playing 
the dangerous part of a spy for an insignificant bribe. 
Once or twice these evidences of superiority inclined him to 
thiiit that a double game was being played upon bim. The 
accuracy of the information he received, however, removed 
hia donhts, and he was left to wonder that a man so much 
above his fellows in mental acquirements should bo so far 
sunk below them by a sordid love of money as to sell him- 
self to his country's invaders. Billings, on his part, was 
gradually acqniring a knowledge of all Sir Henry's weak 
points, and storing np a fund of information which he in- 
tended to turn to valuable account at a future day. Here- 
tofore ho had caused tlie capture of a few American posts 
and the surprise of a few detachments, well knowing that 
it would have no permanent cficct upon General Washing- 
ton's strength. 

'i'he arrival of the Trench fleet alarmed his feara, as we 
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have seen, and he resolved to spare no effort to insure its 
destruction. Haying obtaiDed from ColoQcl Ilamiiton an 
accurate account of the number and armanieut of the ves- 
sels, and also of the nnmbera and description of the land 
forces destined to co-operate with them, he disappeared 
from the American camp, upon the pretest of making a 
journey to Philadelphia to collect certain moneys alleged 
to be dao him, and of which he pretended to be in great 
need. In about two weeks he returned, and soon after- 
wards came the news of the total failure of the Rhode 
Island expedition; Sir Henry Clinton having obtained iu- 
formation from some quarter which enabled him to defeat 
it entirely. 

Colonel Hamilton was in total ignorance of his confed- 
erate's correspondence with the enemy. The experiment 
was too hazardous, and its results too uncertain, to have 
commanded his assent under any circumstances. BilHuga 
knew that upon this point he was inflexible, and dared not 
trust him with the slightest intimation of his own secret 
operations. He took the whole responsibility upon him- 
self, trusting to his own matchless skill and impudence 
to escape detection or even suspicion, "While, however, 
Colonel Hamilton would have been grievously offended and 
indignant if advised of the part that Billings had acted, 
the results were such as he regarded with great compla- 
cency. There is no proof that he had any agency in pro- 
moting the jealousies and heart-burnings which broke out 
between the American and French officers immediately after 
the failure of the Hhode Island expedition. In this matter, 
chance may have favored him. It was natural that de- 
feated men should seek to shift the blame from themselves 
to their allies, and he may have done no more than refrain 
from efforts to heal a breach which gave to General Wash- 
ington the greatest concern. But if he was passive at that 
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time, he did not remiin bo afterwards. His jealousy of 
French influence, ami detraction of everything Frencli, 
grew into a mania that continned to afflict him during the 
remainder of his hfe. For the present, he was relieved 
from their associatiOQ. Count D'Estaing, disgusted by hia 
ill success, and exasperated by the qnarrels between his 
officers and his allies, sailed for the South, where, in con- 
jnuetion with an American force, ho made an assault on 
Savannah, and suffered a bloody repulse. Conclnding from 
the failure of tliese two attempts that the "Western hemi- 
sphere was not exactly the (heater npon whicli he was best 
calculated to shine, he turned the prows of his ships toward 
the East, and never again honored ns with his preseui:e. 

After Colonel Burr's resignation, the jealousy of Ham- 
ilton slumbered for years. During a great part of the 
time, Burr was an invalid. He never re-entered the 
army; and as they seldom came in contact, there was 
nothing upon which a rivalry could feed. That period of 
his life, therefore, does not come properly within tlie scope 
of this history, and must be briefly disposed of. 

After his withdrawal from the staff of General Wash- 
ington, Colonel Hamilton urgently solicited a commission in 
the line, which was for some time refused. His wishes were 
at last complied with, and he again entered the army and 
served throughout the war, distinguished by courage and 
eminent ability. At the siege of Yorktown he added still 
more to his brilliant reputation as a soldier, and stained hia 
character as a man by claiming credit for humanity at the 
expense of both Washington and La Fayette. This claim, 
as it 'afterwards appeared in a "Biography of Mr. Ham- 
ilton," is worthy of preservation, if for no otlier purpose 
than to show to what a degree of baseness a man un- 
doubtedly possessed of many great qualities could descend, 
and how reckless he was of the roputalioa of otliors wl;en 
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his own m glit l>e enhanced by deti acting from their just 
clii ns to 1 ull c adraiiation 

Prey ous to the assiult says the Biography in qnes- 
tioii the Ma quia de la Fajette propostd to General 
Washington to put ta death all the British troops that 
bIiouU be found withm the redoubts as a retaliation for 
seveiaJ acts of barbiiitj committed by the loyal army. 
The steady and ner^ona mind of Washington which was 
nevci knonn to yield to the virtuons f rejudice of compas- 
sion, give ills absent to the bloody order , hut Mr. Ham- 
ilton, (the tenderness of whose feelings has led him into 
error,) after the redoubts were subdued, took the conquered 
under his protection, and proved to his enemies that Amer- 
ica knew bow to fight but not to murder." 

With this veracious extract, we close the record of Alex- 
ander Hamilton, nntil we again find him the rival and the 
unscrupulous tradueer of Aaron Burr. 
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Stretched upon a sick conch, Aaron Ban' had am])li} 
leisnre to reflect upon the past and the future. His affec- 
tions crusted, his constitution shattered, his fortune gone, 
and his hopes of military preferinent at an end, what was 
there to save him from the numbing effecte of despair? 
Nothing but the inborn energy of a soul that no human 
calamity coald subdue. Weary months rolled away, and 
the invalid began slowly to regain a portion of his 
strength. He had so far recovered as to be able to take 
exercise on horseback, when, in the summer of 1780, he 
returned to liis native State of New Jersey, in the hope 
that its old remembered scenes would help to invigorate 
bis frame and bring back the pnlses of health. Here he 
became intimate with the family of Mrs. Tteodosia Pre- 
vost, the widow of Colonel Prevost of the British army, 
who had died some years before, wSiile serving in tlie West 
Indies. 

At the beginning of the revolutionary war Mrs. Prevost 
was residing at Paramus, in New Jersey, with her two lit- 
tle sons and a younger sister. Miss De Visme. Her hus- 
band was then living, and serving in tlie British array, and 
it might have been supposed that his high rank would 
have made her peculiarly the object of suspicion in times 
when suspicion was a virtue; but the perfect propriety of 
Mrs. Prevost's conduct not only preserved her from moles- 
19* (231) 
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tatioii or annoyance, liut made her honse tlic favorite resort 
of the American officers who happened to bo stationed in 
the neighborhood. Colonel James Monroe, afterwards 
Presideat of the United States, was among her warmest 
friends and admirers. At what time Colonel Burr formed 
her acquaintance is uncertain. It is probable that it was 
in the year 1111, when he marched from the Hamapo to 
Pararans to repel a British incursion from New York. 
He is only known to hare visited her twice during his 
command of the Westchester lines. Miss De Visme was 
then, and long afterwards, supposed to be the attraction 
which drew him to her dwelling. In the letters of hia 
frienda, addressed to him at different times, while Mrs. 
Prevost was always mentioned in terms of high regard, 
there is no intimation of the least suspicion that he could 
contemplate matrimony with her. All their allusions of 
this nature are to her young sister. Mrs. Prevost was, at 
least, ten years his senior ; she had two children ; she never 
had been beautiful, and was disfigured by a slight scar 
across the forehead. She had no fortune to compensate 
for these disadvantages, and no one supposed that a young 
man whose position and connections entitled him to seek 
the alliance of any family in the colonies could contem- 
plate a marriage which, to others, seemed so unsuitable and 
impolitic. They little knew the motives which actuated 
him. Close in his own bosom was hidden the memory of 
his early love. General Putnam was his only confidant, 
and he alone might have formed a reasonable conjecture aa 
to the moving springs of hia conduct, Hia dreams of rap- 
ture were over. In looking around for a wife, love never 
entered into his calculations. That he knew he would 
never feel again. He songht, rather, an intelligent friend, 
in whose society hia life might glide peacefully and tran- 
([nilly along, undisturbed by petty bickerings and unembit- 
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tered by passionate exactions that he knew himself unable 
to satisfy. In Mrs. Provost these reqaisitea were combined 
in a remarkable degree. Although neither young nor beau- 
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rambles, no long communings in leafy bowers, whoi'o sigba 
become a language and silence itself is eloquence. Their 
walks and rides were regulated by a matter -of-foot regard 
for health ; and if tliey talked of the moon and stars at all, 
it was to discuss the discoveries of different astronomers, 
and compare their relative merits. It was, in short, the 
purely intellectual intercourse of gifted and caltivated 
minds ; pleasing to both, instructive to both, and unalloyed 
by fiery passions in either. It did not interfere in the 
slightest degree with the plans he was forming for begin- 
ning anew career in life, and neither hastened nov retarded 
his efforts. These plans were submitted to her as a matter 
of course, and met her cordial approval. 

Hia reckless generosity had made such inroads upon hia 
fortune, that barely enough remained to enable him to 
acquire a profession in which his exertions would snESoe 
for a support. He had no time to lose, and as soon as his 
health permitted, he entered the ofhce of Judge Patterson, 
of New Jersey, as a student of Ian The regular, methodi- 
cal mode of instruction adopted h] the judge did not accord 
with Colonel Buira an^ietj to hurry into the practice of 
hia profession; and in the spiing ot 1781 he left him to 
reside at Havei&tran in tlip family of Thomas Smith, an 
eminent practiti jner of New Ysik Here he devoted him- 
self to study with an assiduity that few men ever brought 
to bear upon the dry details of that uninteresting science. 
It was not an unusual occurrence for him to pass twenty 
of the twenty-four hoars among his books, noting down the 
doubtful and obscure points, and the next day suhmitting 
them to bis instructor for solution. His close application 
to the law did not prevent him from writing regularly to 
Mrs. Prevost. Their letters, like their conversation, were 
entirely devoid of those soft eitravaganeies which give 
such a charm to the correaponJence of acknowlcdf;ed 
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lovers. TLey were full of keen critieisms of Voltaire, 
Chesterfield, Eonsseau, and other eminent writers; but 
they contaiueil no buroing avowals of affection; none of 
the gushing tenderness that souniis so sweetly in the ear 
of beauty and comes so naturally from a heart that is full 
of the grladness of requited love. Some tenderness there 
certainly was, but it was the tenderness of friendship; 
beyond that, their correspondence was a communion of the 
intellect alone, and it was so understood by both. 

After six months of incessant application, Colonel Burr 
repaired to Albany, to apply for admission to the bar. 
Here he was encountered by a difficulty which, to a man 
less fruitful in resources, would have proved insurmount- 
able. He was informed that a rule of the court required 
candidates for admission to have passed three years in the 
study of tho profession before examination. To this he 
answered, that he had begun to read law before the Eevo- 
lution; that ho had abandoned his books to take up the 
sword in his country's defense ; that when ill health drove 
him from the military service, he had resumed his studies ; 
that the rule did not require a continuous application ; and 
that in point of fact it was more than six years since his 
legal reading actually commenced. His arguments did not 
satisfy the members of the bar ; bnt, resolving not to be 
thwarted, he turned his attention to the presiding judge. 
To him he repeated all that had proved unavailing with 
others, and added that it was an extreme hardship to 
deprice a man of privileges he had only lost through devo- 
tion to his country, besides being an example that must 
work injury to the public service. The judge was so far 
influenced by his persuasions that he agreed he might 
make a motion for his own admission, and if, on examina- 
tion, it appeared that he was otherwise qualified, tho rule 
should be set aside in his behalf. The motion was made. 
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He passed triumphantly through a severe and prolonged 
exammation, and in January, ITSa, was licensed as aa 
attorney. 

Thus, at the age of twenty-six, he entered upon a new field 
of action, demanding totally different habits, and calling into 
play totally different qualities than those through the exercise 
of which he had heretofore won distinction and renown. In 
othei respects however his debut was made under circam 
stances moie favoi able than usually attend the young prw! 
titioner The legal d 'qualificit on of the Tory lawjeia 
had so thinned the proles ion as to raaltc competition 
merely non mal He had a wide leputafion as a patriot 
soldiei ind an extensive acquaintaute with that class of 
men most ceita n to be u'ieful to a professi3nal man The 
intetruptions and dehjs infident to the nar had cinstd 
an immense accumulation of business and almost from the 
very first his practice was laige and exceedingly lucrative 
Aa a practitioner he nevei had a supeiior There neie 
others more profonndly lead m the la"* , there were others 
more eloquent and more imposing in their address; but 
in the skillful management of a cause, in careful prepara- 
tion beforehand, in the readiness with which he seized 
upon every advantage against an adversary, and the con- 
summate tact witji which he guarded every weafe point on 
his own side, he was without an equal and without a rival. 
Throughout his long practice he never lost a case in which 
he had been consulted before the suit was institnted. His 
soldier life had taaght him the advantages; of watchfulness, 
and no adversary ever took him by surprise. 

Soon after obtaining his license. Colonel Burr opened 
an office in Albany, and the lirst few months of his prac- 
tice were so satisfactory that he determined upon con- 
summating his marriage with Mrs. Prevost without delay. 
The arrangements were all made bv letter. The style of 
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that correspondence liad nothing in it to recommend it to 
a love-siclc couple of the present day, or of tbat day either. 
Everything was written in a matter-of-fact, Imsineas-like 
way, that was horridly unuoraantic. Generally he assumed 
the positive and decided tone of the husband— never that 
of the yielding and complaisant lover At one time he 
tells her to "deal loss in sentiment, and more in ideas." 
He complains that her letters are too long Again he 
says, "don't torment me with compliments." Another 
letter is devoted to a dissertation on the advantages of a 
Franklin stove, and he goes on to suggest the room in 
which she should place it. There were no raptures — none 
of the fond and endearing expressions so natural and so 
becoming in two persons who are about to commit to each 
other's keeping tlie holiest of earthly trusts. Both had 
loved once, and both had indulged in all tlie extravagance 
to which it gives hirth. They knew that such love never 
comes again. Like tho bloom on the peach, it will bear 
no second handling. Dismissing, therefore, all expectation 
of joys they knew were beyond their reach, they had calmly 
and deliberately concluded that the happiness, the tran- 
quillity, and the intellectual pleasures of each, would be 
promoted by their union ; and they walked to the marriage 
iiltar under the guidance of an enlightened self-interest, 
which, after all, is perhaps the surest guaranty of a peace- 
ful and contented life. On the 2d of July, 1182, they were 
united in marriage by the Eev. David Bogart, of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church. As a woman of the world, and 
the mistress of an estahlishment, Mrs. Burr was unrivaled, 
and their house soon became noted for ite profuse and 
elegant hospitality. 

Colonel Burr continued to reside at Albany until the 
treaty which acknowledged the independence of tho United 
States was signed, and it was there that his only child, 
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Thetdosia, was born. With tlie birth of that child an 
entire change came over the man. "[Tpoii her ho lavished 
a!l the overflowing fondness of his nature. The passion- 
ate tenderness which had been so long pent np in his bo- 
som showered itself upon the rosy-cheeked ehlM, and the 
babe became to hira an idol, in its cradle. Its raother, too, 
shared in the newly -a wakened sentiment. From that day 
he became a lover. His letters, when absent from home, 
were more thickly interspersed with words of endearment, 
and he no longer checked her most loving expressions. 
Eight years after marriage, her letters and his replies are 
fall of a warm and glowing affection, to which they were 
strangers in the days of their courtship. In reply to one 
of his letters, she says : " Yonr letters always afford me a 
singnlar satisfaction ; a sensation entirely my own ; this was 
pecniiarly so. My Aaron, it was replete with tenderness. 
I read and re-read, till afraid I should get it by rote, and 
mingle it with common ideas. Profane the sacred pledge 1 
No, it shall not be. I will economize the boon." 

In acknowledging the receipt of anotlier letter, she 
writes: "What language can express the joy, the grati- 
tude of Theodosia ?******* Her Aaron safe ; 
mistress of the heart she adores; can she ask more ? has 
Ilcaven more to grant?" 

Before marriage he had warned her not to deal in senti- 
ment; now his soul was athirst for sentiment "This 
morning," he writes on one occasion, "this morning came 
your kind, your affectionate, your truly welcome letter of 
Monday evening. Where did it loiter so long?" 

Again he writes: "I continually plan my return with 
childish impatience, and fancy a thousand incidents which 
render it more interesting," 

In another letter, he says: "Be assured (T hope the 
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i is ceedleas) that whatever diminishes your hap- 
piness equally impairs mine." 

Before this time he had removed his ofEoe to the City of 
New York, and established his residence at Richmond Hill, 
which had been the hoadqaarters of General Washington 
during the early part of the revolutionary war, Ilis repu- 
tation as a lawyer had preceded him, and he was at once 
immersed in bnsiness. No engagement, however, was ever 
permitted to interfere with his dnties as a husband and a 
father. No cares or anxieties ever came near the Eden of 
his homo. The two sons of his wife, by her former hus- 
band, were considered and treated as his own ; and as sooil 
as the little Theodosia couid titter a syliable, her education 
commenced. Courage, foiiitude, self-reliance, and energy 
were instilled into her mind, and formed a part of her char- 
ucter before she knew the meaning of the words. His 
letters to his daughter, as she grew oldeVj impress the re- 
ligious reader with the conviction that he laid too much 
stress upon intellectual culture, and far too little upon that 
moral training without which intellect becomes a curse. 
Ilappily for her she had a mother who, to rare good sense 
added the merit of genuine piety ; and, while the father be- 
stowed his whole attention npon the head, she planted seeds 
in the heart, which, in good time, bronght forth fruits of 
unsurpassed purity and sweetness. But whatever may have 
been the errors that developed themselves in the progress 
of Colonel Barr's system of education, he began right. 
He made the practice of virtue easy, by implanting in the 
character those qnalitics which enable us to reject, at will, 
whatever is vicious or hurtful. His daughter grew to 
womanhood a model that the best of her sex might stody 
with advantage. 

Colonel Burr's income from his practice was such as to 
enable him to indulge to his heart's content the boundless 
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hospitality in which he delighted. The troubles in Prance 
had drivea many of her distinguished citizens into exile; 
and, entertaining a grateful sense of the services rendered 
to us by the French people during our revolutionary strug- 
gle, he extended to them a cordial invitation to make his 
mansion their home. Talleyrand, Volney, Lonis Philippe, 
and others were his guests. In his family they enjoyed the 
satisfaction of meeting persona who could converse in their 
own tongue, thus relieving them from the awkwardness of 
broken English, and making them feel more completely at 
home. The little Theodosia became the pet of the man 
who afterwards, aa the minister of Napoleon, swayed the 
destinies of the world. Tolney forgot to meditate opon 
the ruins of empires, when he twined her silken tresses 
around his finger; and Louis Philippe ceased to sigh over 
tho ruined fortunes of his family, or to pant for the throne 
he was destined to fill, when she climbed with childish 
familiarity upon his knee, and her joyous smile fell like a 
sunbeam npon him. 

Dispensing a princely hospitality, surrounded by a loved 
and loving family, together with a wide circle of devoted 
friends, blessed in all his relations, the life of Colonel Burr 
at this period presented a picture of enviable happiness, 
far beyond the common lot of humanity. Thns far he had 
avoided the maelstrom of politics. Once or twice he had 
been elected to the General Assembly of the State, but he 
took so little interest in its proceedings and appeared to 
be so wholly unambitious of political di&tmctiou, that the 
impression very generally prevailed that he was unfitted to 
shine in parliamentary discussions He would at any time 
desert the legislative hall for the court of justice, and 
leave the interests of the State to other hands while he ■n'as 
pleading the cause of a client. This inactivity and careless 
inattention in a man so remarkable for restless energy in 
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nhatevei he andertook wa^ attributable to two causes Iq 
tl e til t place all the t me lie eoul 1 or ratliei would spare 
t om his d mestit eijoymeuta was absorbed by his profcs 
'iionil eigagementa la the second place there was no 
theiter tl en open for a man con cious (f lii^li capacity 
lod uifdlrf, rcsoiirces, The TJiiited States neie Iingeiing 
oat a sicklj existence under the old Articles of Coiifedera 
tl n Tleie wis no mtionai power no national center 
r eiidn i f, bonl of Unio no broid and expaniive na 
t 3 lal policy n the devebpment of winch a genuine states 
rail could make a name toi his country and wm immor 
t ility for 1 imself Sovereignty w as distributed among thir 
lean mdepeud nt States who had no common head — each 

c of which imagined th^t its interests were limited bj its 
State hue. \a\ all of which 1 oked upon then sister btates 
in the light of commercial rivals, whose prosperity wag just 
that mnch snbtraeted from their own wealth and import- 
ance. The admiration of foreign powers for the noble 
strnggle that established our independence was fast chang- 
ing into contempt for the imbecility that characterized our 
attempts at self-government, and tyrants were congratulat- 
ing themselves that a new argument was about to be fur- 
nished to the world in support of the inborn right of kings 
to trample upon the necks of their feilow-men. 

During the whole of this gloomy period Aaron Burr 
confined himself exclusively to the law. He took no part 
in the public discussions which grew out of the bicteriags 
among the States. He attended none of the public meet- 
ings which were called to decide npoa the right of one 
State to pass navigation laws, or of another to tax the 
commerce of her sister States, or of another to raise and 
Ivoep up a standing army, or of another to carry on war 
upon its own responsibility. With ail such questions he 
was thoroughly disgusted, and he kept entirely aloof from 
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the places where they were discnsscd. The court-house 
was hi3 theater, and it is upon the records of the courts 
alone that his name appears. Ilappy would it have been 
for him if he had maintained throughout life the same 
indifference to political honors, and the same disgast of 
political wrangles I 
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DuBiKO the peiiod lefeired to in the last chapter, one 
evening as Colonel Bun was about closing' his oflice to 
repair to hi'i residpui e at Richmond Hill he was iccosted 
by a shabbih die&SLd man who in<jiiiied if hia name was 
Burr. Upon receiving an aihimitive answer, ho aaid thit 
he had called to lee him on business of urgent impoitance, 
and asked permission ti close the door 

" I never attend to busiaess at ttis hour," replied Colonel 
Burr. "It is the time at whict I always return to my 
family. You must call again to-morrow." 

"I may not be able to call to-morrow, and ray mission 
must be discharged now." 

At the same time lie raised a broad slouehed hat from 
his head, and exhibited a strongly-marked countenance, 
rendered still more striking by a deep scar from the left 
eye to the right cheek. 

"Do you know me?" he asked, after allowing Colonel 
Burr a short time to peruse his features. 

"Yours is not a face to be easily forgotten," was the 
reply, "even if I had less cause to remember it. Yonr 
name is Jenkins ; and it was at your cabin, in the High- 
lands, that I was sheltered in times less peaceful than 
these." 

" Tour memory is a good one — almost as good as if yon 
had some cause to hate me. Do yon recollect also the 
man who brought yon there F" 

13* faa-g) 
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"Alexis Dnrand — ray preserver? Assuredly I do." 

"Ah I I see he knew you better than I did. I thought 
you were like the world in general, and in your prosperity 
would forget, or scorn to recognize, two poor Tories who 
liad helped yon at a pinch. He said no. He was right 
and I was wrong." 

"Did he send you here?" 

"He did; and here is a token that ho said you would 
remember," replied Jenkins, at the same time extending 
the large seal ring which Colonel Burr had presented to 
Durand when they parted in 1119. "He is in trouble," 
continued Jenkins, "and it is on his business that I wish to 
talk with you." 

"This must be attended to," said Eurr, after assuring 
himself that the ring was the same. " Sit down ar.d wait 
a minute." 

Colonel Eurr walked to the door and soon returned with 
a messenger, to whom he delivered a hasty note to hia 
wife ; then, locking the door, he said briefly,— 

"Now, Mr. Jenkins, what can I do for Dnrand ?" 

"He wants to see yon himself." 

" Then why did he not come with you ?" 

"Because he is locked up between four stone walls, with 
a pair of iron bracelets on his wrists, and another on his 
ankles." 

" In prison I For what ?" 

"For what he is as innocent of as you are. For 
murder." 

"For murder I How do you know he is innocent, Jen- 
kins ? It was said, iu days gone by, that he valued human 
life at a cheap rate, and those who remember him then will 
believe the present charge on slender proof." 

" That is the worst of it, sir. No one can deny that his 
hand is redder than it is prudent to talk about noiv, and 
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tho gli he lias been [ a doned fo that the men who are to 
t y h m miy hang h u ; on the old ac ount vhe he s 
nnocect of tie ner Hen f he s nocent s 

tl o gh yo m st learn the re t fr n h m I in tell 
y n no 

Let ? go to h m then I mnst see h m at once 
I am s T t let J n c,o ilone c lonel but t is not 
safe f r m to bo seen tou often ne r the c ty pr son I 
r bl ed t on e to ! y n Dur nd a account but 1 do not 
jre t k t a^a n The fact is I am not o the 1 est 
terras, v Ih the oEEcora of the la v and do n t ca e to 
e a ter tl em nnne si ly 

" I understand ; hut I may need jou, and I wish to know- 
where you are to be foa«d." 

" That is uncertain. I will come to your house to-raor- 
row night at ten o'clock, if that will suit you ; and if you 
think then that you will have any further business with me, 
I will leave an address which will enable you to find me at 
pleasure." 

After a moment's thought, Burr replied: "That will 
do. Here," ho continued, extending a handful of gold to 
Jenkins, "take this and provide yourself with a better snit 
of clothes." 

Jenkins took the money reluctantly, SAying, "Necessity, 
colonel, knows no la«-. I ought not to take this money, 
but I cannot serve you as jou will expect unless I do; 
and, besides, as it will be necessary for me to keep very 
quiet for a time, I may need it for bread." 

"Keep it, man, withoat scruple. The shelter of your 
roof was once worth more than a hundred times the sum 
lo me. I am still largely in your debt." 

When Jenkins departed, Colonel Eorr locked his ofBce 
and walked direetly to the city prison. It was past the 
usual hour for the admission of visitoi-s, but the jailer 
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abiited his rule in favor of a practitioner of sucli welir 
liaowii eminence, and cocducted liim to the cell of Alexis 
Durand. 

"I am sorry to see you in this plight," siud Burr, taking 
the manacled hand of the prisoner. "I hope yon have 
done nothing to deserve it." 

"It is very kind of you, colonel," replied Durand, in- 
closing the hand of his visitor in a graap as hai-d as the 
iron which fettered his own. " It is very kind of you to 
come within these gloomy walls to comfort a friendless 
man; bnt I always said that you had the best heart 
of any man who ever served in George Washington's 

"Thank you for your good opinion. Jenkins informed 
me that you were arrested on a charge of murder, of which, 
he insists, you arc innocent. In that case I want you to 
begin at the beginning and teJl me everything, omitting 
nothing because it may seem unimportant to you. I must 
judge of that, and, to judge correctly, I must know the 
whole." 

"Well, sir, after I had put you in the Middlebrook road, 
I went back to my comrades and served the king faithfully 
until the end of the war. I had been too active a foe to 
hope for speedy forgiveness; and Jenkins was more obnox- 
ious to the victorious Whigs tiian I was, for he had plun- 
dered, burned, and hung without mercy, whereas I had 
only killed in open fight. Eoth, however, were in peril, 
and we agreed to repair to New York, enlist in the Eritish 
army, and go with it to Europe. Unfurtanately, we arrived 
too late. They had been gone three days when we reached 
here. There was no alternative but to make our way back 
to the Highlands, where we lay hid for months, sometimea 
sleeping in Jenkins's cabin, and sometimes in the liollows 
and lonely gipns, with which we were well acquainted. 
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Occasionaliy we would ventura down to the houses of 
known Tories, who lived unmolested ia the country because 
they had not taken up arms during the war, and from them 
we obtained clothing and provisions. In this way months 
went over. Our fears had subsided to some extent, and 
ive now lived constantly in the cabin, trusting to its remote 
■iiluation to escape observation ; or, if that failed, to our 
own watchfulness to guard against surprise. One night 
we were alarmed by the barking of the dogs, and had 
barely time to escape to the bnshes before the house was 
snrronnded by armed men, who, finding that the inmates 
had fled, first stripped it of everything it contained and 
then burned it to the ground. I was hid behind the rocks 
within one hundred yards of the spot ; my rifle was in my 
hand; their forms were distinctly marked against the blaz- 
ing fire — and yet I did not shoot There was a time when 
all of tl cm vould not have left th t burning pile alive. It 
as a sore tejii tat on I nt I let them escape, because I 
1 d hopes of be ng perm tted to 1 ve in peace in the pnr- 

t of some 1 one t call ng a d I d d not wish to incnr 
otl e d ab 1 1 es tl a tho e vh h ere already hanging 
over me I do ot kno who vas the prime mover in the 
\a e s thongl I hi e 1 ttc ly sn pected the man who 
w 11 appea -is the [ n j nl w tness against me." 

What was his name f asked Colonel Burr, for the first 
time interrupting the speaker. 

"John Roberts, I have no proof against him, and 
therefore I have twice kept Bill Jenkins's knife from his 
throat. He had been a Tory, but took time by tlic fore- 
lock, and msde his peace with General McDougall before 
the troubles were over." 

"When was that?" 

"About the last of 1780, He was a Westchester maa." 

"Ivenieraber Uim, Go on." 
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"He knew that Jenkins and I had both saved some 
raoney. He knew that we would not keep it in the cabin, 
or in any other place where it could be easily found. He 
pretended great friendship for as, and eevcral times sold us 
provisions. If we were captured, he probably thought he 
could obtain our secret from us, pocket the raouey, and 
leave us to hang. This, though, is suspicion only. I have 
no proof, as I said before," 

Colonel Burr made a memorandum in his pocket-book, 
and again requested Durand to proceed. 

"We remained in the mountains two days, then dug up 
our raoney and walked to this dty, whero we had fDw 
acquaintances, and where we thought we would be lost in 
the crowd of strangers who were flocking here. We took 
lodgings in a cheap boarding-house close to tho water's 
edge, and in the course of a month I bought a wherry 
and began the trade of a waterman. Jenkins at firbt 
worked with me, aud we did very well. At last ho became 
acquainted with a gang of desperate men, and toolt to 
worse courses. He changed his boarding-house, and left 
me. I continued at the business, saving a little each 
month, and gradually growing contented with my lot. In 
the mean time I had obtained a pardon for (he part I had 
taken in the war, and had no cause for uneasiness, except 
on Jenkins's a'^eount. His murdered wife was my sister, 
and from that fatal hour I had cinng to him as brother 
rarely cleaves to brother. I hunted iiim up, and tried to 
drag him from the dens of infamy hp frequented. Ho 
wonld not hear me. I then learned that John Roberts 
had also come to New York, and was one of his associates, 
though Bill seemed to have an instinctive hatred of the 
man. I don't know what made him snsiject him, but he 
came to mf one day and said that Roberts was the man 
who brought upon us the party who burned our cabin, and 
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that he intended to kill him for it, It took long and urgent 
pcrsnasion to induce him to abandon his intention. At 
another time he came t« me and said that Roberta must 
not liye. Again I interposed and saved him. This brings 
me down to the time of the murder; and here I snpposo 
yon wish me to be more particular." 

"Tell it exactly in yoar own way, and gife me your 
observations precisely as tliey occurred to you at the time 
and since. Omit nothing." 

"I lodged in the house of a G-erman, whose name was 
Traiiz Klink. It was a two-atory house fronting the water, 
with two rooms below and two above. In the froot room 
below he sold vegetables and groceries of the various kinds 
used by sailors. The back room was his eating-room, and 
back of that again was a ehed-room, used as a kitchen. He 
slept in the front room ap stairs, and I in the rear. The 
woman who cooked for ua always went home to sleep. 
There was no other person about the house, which waa 
seldom kept open later than nine o'clock at night When 
it was necessary for me to be out later than that hour, he 
gave me the key of the shed-room, and I entered through 
the back yard, which was also used as a lumber yard. Just 
one week ago John Roberts eame to see me. It was not 
dark, though I was lying down, for I had been hard at 
work, and waa very tired. He told me that a man had 
been knocked down and robbed the night before ; that Eiil 
Jenkins waa suspected, and that, in consequence, he waa 
lying hid in a house he mentioned, in another part of the 
city. He said that Bill had sent him for me, and men- 
tioned ten o'clock as the hour at which he would expect 
me. Before I had time to question him further, Franz 
eame up with a light, and, saying that supper was ready, 
invited Roberts to join na. He declined, and added that 
ho would wait there until T had finished my meal. When 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



240 -IHE RIVALS. 

I came back, he wiis lying carelessly acrosa the foot of my 
bed. I suggested to him that it was annecessary to wait 
until ten o'clock, and proposed that we should go and see 
Jeakins together. He replied that he had some business 
which he must attend to before that hour; moreover, that 
it would be useless to go sooner, becanae there would be a 
number of loungers about tlie premises, and the landlord 
would not admit me to the private part of the house. Then, 
giving me a password, and directions how to find the house, 
he took his hat to go. I went down stairs with him, and, 
having still several hours on mj hands, I took a seat on the 
counter and entered into conversation with Franz. Cus- 
tomers were coming in, making small purchases, and going 
out. Some of these I knew, and talked to them about the 
news of the day and other indifferent matters. Toward 
ten o'clocli, I told Franz that I was going out, and, borrow- 
ing a stout club that he usually kept behind the counter, I 
took the key of the hack shed and left the house. As I 
did so, a man with the collar of his coat turoed up, and 
buttoned close about his ears, walked qaieklj by me. From 
his form and gait, I took him to bo Roberts and called him 
by name. lie did not answer, and, supposing that I was 
mistaken, I walked on. It took me some time, wandering 
about in a filthy, suspicious locality, to find the house to 
which I had been directed. Upon knocking at the door, 
and giving the password, I was admitted to a room in 
which there were four or five meu and as many women, 
evidently of the worst description, some of whom were 
smoking and others drinking ale. Hot perceiving Jenkins 
among them, I took the landlord aside and inquired where 
he was. Ho replied that he had gone oat about an hour 
before, and left word that if any one called for him, he 
must wait until bis return. When this reply was made, I 
knew that the man was lying, or that Roberts had lied. 
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One or the other was certain, for I conid not be persuaded 
that Bill Jenkins would leave the honse, after sending for 
me, hefore I came. Nevertheless, as I did not know what 
else to do, I couclnded to wait, and, calling for a cracker 
and a mug of ale, I made myself apparently at home, pay- 
ing no atteution to tlie scrutinizing glances with which I was 
conscions the other inmates of the room were regarding me. 
"I had no means of ascertaining the exact time, but I 
am satisBed it was after eleven o'clock when I rose, and, 
saying that I could wait no longer, paid my score and 
prepared to depart. The landlord urged me to stay, in- 
sisting that Jenkins would certainly be back in half an 
hour. I cared nothing for the half hour, and would have 
waited cheeifully, if I Iiad not been sure he was deceiving 
me. In sucJi eases it is always the safest plan to di» 
directly the reverse of what the deceiver wishes. He 
wanted me to stay for some purpose of his own, and for 
that very reason I determined not to stay. I had an 
undefined apprehension that mischief was afoot, and re- 
turned rapidly to my lodging. On approaching the house 
through the back alley, I observed that my window was 
up. It had no shutter, and was fastened by a large nail 
driven above it. I remembered to have seen the nail in 
its place that day at dinner time. Against the shed-room 
I have described there was a pile of lumber reacliing 
nearly to the roof. Upon that roof my window opened, 
and by climbing on the lumber it could be easily reached. 
Thinking that there might be thieves within, I climbed np 
to the window and listened. Everything was still. At 
length I heard what I thought was a faint groan in the 
other room. I entered, and striking a light went into the 
bedroom of Franz, He was lying on the floor, in bfs night- 
clothes, dead. The groan I had heard no doubt was his 
last gasp, A large stream of blood ran from tlie body, 
21 
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and was tricliling slowly down the sta rway I knblt down 
by Lis side to feel his pnlse, when I disi,o>eied that besides 
& deep wound in his side, his sknll was bioken To be 
certain that the raurderers were not stdl coneealed m the 
house, I went to search the lowei luoms I fonnd them m 
their nsual state, except that the money draw er was broken 
open and its contents abstracted I letuined to the loom 
where the dead man was lying, and looked ainnnd tor some 
trace of the murderer. At this time I hetid a knocking 
at the front door, and, in the agitation of tlie moment let 
the candle fall. I have seen blojd shed in maii> nays I 
have slept among the dead npon the battle field ia 'ijnndly 
as a king in Ms palace, and 1 would not have beli^^erl thU 
these strong nerves could be so shaken by the sight of one 
pale corpse and one purple streim It wis ovci m a 
moment, and I snatched up the candle to iclight it It 
was too late. The door was broken open and two men 
with lanterns rushed in. At the 'israe time tv; ) moie 
appeared at the still open window To then eager qics 
tions of who did the deed, I could only answer I did not 
know. My statement went for nothing and I wa& hniiied 
off to prison as the murderer If I had been colonel 
those four men would never have drigged me ten steps 
from the door of that house. I tould have crushed every 
bone in, all of them , and if I had been guilty, I would have 
done so. But I knew I wa'< innocent, and did not choose 
to make evidenLe laamtt myself by resistance. 

"The next day vihtn I was allowed to tell my story, I 
was afraid of implicafiug Jpukins, and said nothing about 
tlie cause which t juk me out merely relating .what occurred 
after I discovered the window open. I understand that 
Roberta swore, before the coroner, that he called on me 
that night to claim the payment of a sum of money I owed 
him, and that I put it off, promising to pay on the morrow 
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He swore that lie met me that night armed with a heavy 
clnb, and haviog my coat collar turned up, so as to hide 
my face; that he spoke to me, and I did not answer; that 
his suspicions were excited, and he followed me cantiouslj; 
that he saw me enter the back yard and climb in at the 
window; that he first supposed I had been oat fur some 
purpose which I desired to hide from Franz, and had there- 
fore adopted this mode of entrance; that he was about 
going away when he heard a blow and a heavy fall; that 
he then became alavmi-d and ran off for a watchman, who 
called two others to his assistance and they pioceeded 
together to the house, that on observing the Ight they 
divided, Roberts and another going into the back yaid to 
prevent escape; that I extinguished the light at the first 
sound of knocking on th(, front dooi , that on entering the 
honse, they found just sach a club as he had seen me carij 
ing, lying by the dead man's side all covered with blood; 
that my knife, bloody from point to hilt, was discovered ou 
the mantle-piece in my room ; that my clotlies and hands 
were bloody, and that there were marks of bloody Bngers 
on the money drawer. Upon searching my person they 
found the key of the shed-room in my pocket, and in my 
cheat a quantity of small change, such as Franz would be 
likely to receive from his customers. A good deal of this 
was true, and was corroborated by others. All that was 
true I could easily explain, but I had no proof to sustain 
my statement. The money was mine. It had been paid 
to me for boat fare, and was therefore mostly in small 
change. The club I had dropped in the pool of blood 
when I knelt down hy the body to ascertain if life was 
extinct. My hands and clothes were bloodied at the same 
time. In examining the drawer to see what had been taken 
ont, I had no doubt left the prints of my fingers upon it. 
The knife was a large hunting-knife I had worn daring 
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the »ai', and had been lying upon the mantlc-picee for 
months." 

"Ilave you no suspicion," aslieiJ Burr, "who it was that 
committed the murder f" 

"I know wh.o did it, colonel, as well as if I had seen the 
blow struck; but I can prove uothin^, and it will do me 
no good." 

"You may bo mistaken. At all events tell me who you 
suspect?" 

" John Roberts. Bill Jenkins had not seen him for days, 
and did not send him for me. He had planned the robbery 
before he came, and his visit had a double ohject; first, to 
get me out of the way, for he well knew that it was not the 
safest thing in the world to enter a house where I was 
sleeping, for any such purpose. His other ohject was to 
survey the premises When I went down to supper, he 
removed the mil from the window ind put my knife in his 
bosom He then loiteied about m the neighborhood untU 
he saw me depirt The landlord of the house to which 
he sent me was nn question ably his confederate, and had 
mstructiona to dptain me as long as he could. It was 
possible he mi{,ht fail jn this, and therefore it was import- 
ant for Eobcits to accomplish his purpose quickly. My 
opinion 13, tJiat he made his entrance a little too soon ; that 
his fears of my return hurried liim, and he did not wait nntll 
Trana was sound asleep. I am not sure that he meant to 
commit murder if he could avoid it, but he went prepared 
for it. He may only have meant to creep through the room, 
go down the stairs, rob the house, and pass out of the front 
door into the stieet. He must hare made some noise, and 
when Frani jumped up to ascertain the cause, he felled 
him with a bludgeon and stabbed him after he was down. 
After that, he robbed the house, placed my bloody knife 
upon the mantlo-piece, escaped through the window, and 
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hid iimoiig the piles of lumber until he saw me enter, wfiea 
he gave the alarm and had me arrested under circum- 
etances which he thought would hang me, and which, I 
admit, ore strangely against me. 

"Yon will not think it strange, colonel, that I shonid be 
so positive and precise when you remember that I served 
for years as a partisan soldier in a country where dark 
deeds were as frequent as recurring suns. I have tracked 
out many a one with a smaller clue at the beginning than 
tills i and if I was free for one week, I would prove John 
Boherts's guilt, or consent to hang in his place." 

"That is impossible," replied Burr. "We must trust to 
what I can do towards untanghng this dangerous web ; and 
be assured that 1 am no novice in the art. Give me the 
street and number of your lodging-house, and also that of 
the house to which yon were sent by Roberts." 

When he liad made a note of the numbers, he said: "It 
will be three weeks before your trial can come on. In that 
time a great deal may be done. Eeep up your spirits. I 
shaO come again in a few days, and hope to bring you 
cheering tidings." 

To the jailor he said, on leaving, "Treat yonr prisoner 
with as much icnity as your duty will permit, and allow him 
all the comforts you can. I will see that yon are recom- 
pensed." 

The obsequious ofBcial readily promised all that the 
great lawyer requested; and in another hour Aaron Burr 
was mingling with a gay company in his own drawing- 
room, playing the part of the courteous host with the pol- 
ished ease of a thorough man of the world, and exiiibiting 
in his countenance cot a single trace of the annoying cares 
that beset his professional life. 

To the lawyer society is always unjust. The mechanic 
who pushes his plane fi-om sunrise to snnset, and receives 
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at eight a miscrablo pittance for his labor, is too apt to 
murmur when the earriag-e of the lawyer rolls by him, and 
his heart is too apt to swell with envy for the wealth 
which, he thinks, has beeu so easily acquired. If he could 
get down into that lawyer's heart and witness the cares and 
anxieties that have gathered there; if he could follow him 
to hie private chamber, and watch him, as hour after hour, 
by the lamp's pale light, ho fazes his brain to solve some 
knotty question, upon which" tlie property, the liberty, or 
the life of a fellow-being depends; if he could see him 
lyiag down, hot and feverish, at cock-crow, not to rest, but 
to go over again in sleep the mental labors which have em- 
bittered the long day and the longer night, and rise at last, 
worn and wearied, from his comfortless repose, to renew the 
exhausting struggle, until nature rebels against the exorbi- 
tant tax, and disease comes in to harry the neglected body 
to the grave ; if he could witness all this, pity would take 
the place of envy, and the bread he has earned by the sweat 
of his brow become doubly sweet from the comparison. 

To Colonel Buit the cares of the profession were pecu- 
liarly trying. His ardent nature made every cause his 
own, and in every case he labored as if hia life depended 
upon the result. Yet it was only in hia solitary hours ihat 
these anxieties were manifest. When he passed from the 
study to the drawing-room the furrowed brow was left be- 
hind him, and he assumed an appearance of gladness that 
was often foreign to his heart, because he knew it would be 
a source of gladness to others. The night of his interview 
with Durand, he was gayer and more brilliant than usual ; 
but when his guests departed and his family retired to rest, 
he paced the floor for hours in anxious thought. Higher 
motives than professional pride were at work. He owed his 
life to that man's grateful remembrance of a kindness ; and, 
apart from this, there was a straightforward manliness about 
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affection for his mother, and hi his self-sacrificing friendship 
for his unfortunate brother-in-law, that would at any time 
have commanded the warmest sympathies of Colonel Burr, 
particularly wben he beliered that he had been wrongfully 
and maliciously accused of a crime for which there is no 
atonement but death. It was past four o'clock when he re- 
tired to rest, and before seren he was on his way to the city. 
His first care was to examine the honse where Fi'anz Elink 
had heen killed. The blood had not been washed up, and 
everything remained as it was on the night of the murder. 
On the fioor there was a large spot of grease, which seemed 
to have been made by the falhng of a tallow candle, and 
this so far corroborated Durand's story. He next walked 
to the house to which Durand had been decoyed, noting 
the time it required to go from one to the other. It was 
a low ale shop, and the proprietor manifested considera- 
ble surprise at the appearance of a guest so much better 
dressed than any who were in the habit of crossing his 
door-sill. Colonel Burr's chief object was to look at the 
house, to see the man, and form some estimate of his char- 
acter. A few adroit remarks removed his distrust, and 
when the man supposed that lie was entirely absorbed in 
the contemplation of the merits of the ale he was sipping 
after the manner of a connoisseur in the article, Colonel 
Burr turned to him suddenly, and said, — 

""What about this murder, of which people have been 
talking so much the past week f" 

The man tnrned deadly pale, and stammered out, "I — I 
don't know anything about it. Wtiat made you think I 
did V 

" Nothing; only I heard that it was done about here." 

"Ho, sir, it was not. It was two squares and a half 
from this," 
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"Well, I beard differenUy. I heard, too, that one 
Jolm Roberts was arrested as the murderer. Do you 
kuow him?" 

"No; ami he was not the man. It was a fellow by the 
name of Dnrand, who is said to have been a Tory in the 
Revolution." 

" Indeed 1 Then I think I know him. Was he a low 
man, with broad shoulders, a tremendous cheat, and bright 
black eyes ?" 

" That's the very fellow." 

" Did he visit your house often ?" 

"Never hut oace, and that was the night he done the 
murder~oi is said to have done it." 

" I think you said you were not acquainted with Rob- 

This time the eye of Colonel Burr was turned upon him 
witli one of those piercing looks no guilty man ever met 
without quailing, The cheek of the wretch turned purple, 
then ashy pale, then purple again. In a tone in which 
apprehension predominated over assumed indignation, ho 
hesitatingly replied, "No, sir. That is, I am not to say 
acquainted with him, I know him when I see him, and 
he has may be sometimes taken a mng of ale in my house. 
But what is that to yon? and what do you mean by ques- 
tioning me so closely V 

" Oh, nothing," replied Colonel Burr, who had learned 
all he expected; "only I am a lawyer, and may be em- 
ployed in the case." 

So saying, he threw a silver coin on the counter, and 
walked away before the astonished proprietor could ask 
another question. 

His steps were now directed to the sheriff's office, where 
he examined the club which Durand admitted he had car- 
ried on the night of the murder. It was very Ijloody, but 
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none of tlie dead man's hair was stiukiog to it, nor was 
there any evidence, except the blood, of its having been so 
fatally used. The bloody hunting-knife was also there, and 
he recognized it as the same Durand had worn in 1179. 
The scabbard was missing. On inquiry, he ascertained the 
important fact that it was not upon Durand's person at 
the time of the arrest, nor could it be found in the house 
after the most careful search. From the watchman lie 
learned that, when Koberts first came to him, be stated 
tiiat Franz Klink had been robbed and murdered. Colonel 
Burr made no comment upon the singular fact that he 
should have known a robbery and murder had been com- 
mitted, when, according to his own statement, he had not 
been in the house, had heard no cry, and was only alarmed 
by an unusual sound. He gathered nothing else of im- 
portance, and returned to his office to digest the informa- 
tion he had acquired and to devise the means of obtaining 
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It was ten o'clock on a cold October night. Colonel 
Burr was waiting at his own house for the appearance of 
Bill Jenkins, who had promised to meet him at that hoar. 
Throughout the day his mind had been entirely occupied 
by tho dangerous situation of Duratid. The observations 
he had made were concInsiTe to him of the innocence of the 
accnsed but he nell knew they would weis^h nothing with a 
cuurt tnd jury unless snppoited by other evidence th^t he 
did not see the means of piocnnng A good deal would 
depend npon Jenkins ind he feared that md ridnal stood 
in tco much peril of the law hiraselt to be of any great 
assistance He lose to his feet anl walked to the door 
when a knock annoanced the ainial of hia expected 
vistir having purposely dismisaed the servants m older 
(hat fheir confeience should bo undistuibed in any maunei 
whatever When he ushered his guest into tl e room he 
could not help expies mg the eurpiise he lelfcat the torn 
pleteuess of the transfoi mation he witnessed Jeakms was 
dressed with puactiliona neatness the awkwai 1 loun^ ng 
^a t usnal to hini had disappeared and to complete the 
disg use the broa 1 scar that di&figured his fico wis so ait st 
ically filled ap with some kind of paste as to be almost 
invisible. 

"Upon my word, Mr. Jenkins," remarked Colonel Burr 
"you are wonderfully changed for tho better. I do not 
(250) 
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tliink I should have recognized you upon the street, and I 
am not apt to forget a face I have once seen." 

" It is an art that I have been compelled to practice 
often enough to become a proficient; but I did not design 
to do more to-night than present sach an appearance as 
wonid not frighten your family if I should chance to meet 
ihein. I proposed also to claim your hospitality for the 
eight, and when I go away in the morning I did not wish 
that people should think yon had given shelter to a 
beggar." 

"Beggar or no beggar," replied Colonel Burr, "tlio 
man who sheltered me in the time of my greatest need 
shall not go away from my roof while he wishes to remain, 
no matter what people may think upon the subject. I can- 
not offer you," he continued, "such potent liquor as you 
once gave me. Here is some Madeira, however, which 
good judges have pronounced excellent. Be good enough 
to help yourself as freely and as often as you desire it, for 
I have many questions to ask; and as yoa are probably not 
as much accustomed to doing without sleep as I am, yon 
may need some stimulant before I get through." 

" Thank you, colonel. I will do full Justice to the wine, 
though I cannot plead any physical necessity for it. The 
loss of sleep is no inconvenience to a man of ray habits." 

At the same time he approached the side-table, and, 
pouring out a fnll glass of the generous liquid, swallowed 
it at a draught. 

"Now, colonel, I am ready. Begin your questions." 

"Draw your chair nearer to the fire, and tell me in the 
first place who killed Franz Klink 1" 

"Didn't Aleck tell you?" 

"He told me who he thought did it, but I want to know 
who you tliink it was, and your reasons for that opinion.' 

"John Roberts is the man. It must have been him or 
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Aleck DnraDd ; and it is impossible that Aleck could have 
killed a man for hia money. I have known him from in- 
fancy, and I know it; though that will not do him any 
good, I suppose, on his trial." 

"Never mind what you think will or will not do liim 
good. Give me your reasons, all of your reasons, and let 
me judge what will benefit him, and how it may do so." 

" Well, then, to go on. I did not send Roberts for 
Aleck on that night, or any other night. I was not in 
hiding for a supposed robbery; none had been committed. 
I had not been in Sam Larkins's house for a month. I 
had twice made up my mind to bury my knife between 
Roberts's ribs, and had been persuaded by Aleck into a 
promise not to do it. I would not, therefore, go near a 
house where I was almost certain to meet Roberts, for 
fear of being tempted to break my promise. Roberts and 
Larking were old cronies; they planned the murder, aad, 
knowing Aleck's uneasiness about me, they easily made ap 
a story that they knew would draw him from home. Aleck 
thinks they did not mean to kill at the beginning, but only 
to rob. He is mistaken. The murder was deliberately 
planned as well as the robbery; and one of its objects was 
to throw suspicion on him, and have him hung if possible. 
What other motives influenred them I can't guess, but 
that was one. They calculated that Aleck was so well 
known as a Tory, that a jury would be ready to believe 
anything against him ; and they judged that very slight 
circumstances would sttfEce to bang a man whom they 
supposed to be entirely destitute of iViends among the 
Wliigs." 

"Do you know anything else going to establish the guilt 
of Roberts?" 

"Before the murder he was hard pushed for money. 
Since tken, although he has not exhibited any largij sum. 
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he has paid his way whererer he went — a thing he never 
did before. It is said, too, that immediately after the 
watchmen entered the house Roberts seized hold of the 
dead body, upon pretense of placing it on the bed. Now 
it is my opinion that he either knew there were blood-stains 
npon him, or feared there were, and he took the corpse in 
his arras to have a plausible way of accounting for them if 
they should be discovered. I do not think of anything 
else in particular. From my general knowledge of the 
man I know he is capable of all manner of wicl;edness. 
He has himself made a sworn statement, from which it is 
perfectly evident that if Dnrand is not the murderer, he is. 
That is enough for me, and I do not despair of producing 
proof, in some way, that will convince others as well as 
myself. It would help the case mightily if we could get 
hold of the club with which Franz Elink was knocked 
down; and, as I could not go about Larkins's house my- 
self, I have put one on the trail who will find out all that 
can be discovered. They are old birds, however, and will 
leave few traces of their handiwork." 

Colonel Burr's opinion did not essentially differ from 
that of Jenkins, although ho continued until a late hour 
of the night to question him closely and minutely upon 
every event of his own and Koberts'a life. It pleased him 
to learn, that although Jenkins's conduct since the war 
had not been blameless, and his habits were still far from 
being such as a moralist could commend, yet he had com- 
mitted no crime which subjected him to the penalties of 
the law, and the only danger ha incurred was the remote 
one of a prosecution for offenses of which he had been 
guilty prior to the treaty of peace. He assured Jenkins 
that he need not be alarmed on account of what he had 
done daring the lawless times of the Revolution; and 
added, that if any malicious person should institute a 
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pvosectttion, he had no doubt of bdrg al)le to^obtaiD his 
pardon. 

"I thank jou, colonel, for your offer," was the reply, 
" as much as if I intended to accept it. The Wliigs made 
me an outlaw, and I do not feel like asking a pardon at 
their hands. I am going West, as soon as Aleck Duraud 
gets out of this scrape, among a people where I shall not 
need it. In Kentucky the Indians are troublesome enough 
to make the addition of a good rifle, a stout heart, and a 
tolerably strong arm very welcome; and I am mistaken if 
they require from mo any other passport. To a man who 
expects no rest, and fears no danger, a life in the woods 
possesses attractions not to be resisted." 

"If such is yonr fixed purpose," said Colonel Burr, "I 
will not argue against it. Indeed, I think it the best thing 
you can do. Durand must be acquitted in the first place, 
however, and you must not let your fear of a prosecution 
prevent you from goiug wherever it may be necessary to 
hunt up cTidonce in his behalf. I will answer for your 
safety." 

"The assurance is unnecessary. Tell me where you 
want me to go, and what you want me to do, to help Aleck 
Dnrand, and it shall be done, if I hang in one hour after- 
wards." 

"I believe you," said Burr, earnestly. "I believe you 
fiilly." Then, after a pause, he added; "It is now late, 
let me show yon to a bed. Remember, that as fast as you 
gather information, no matter whether yon deem it import- 
ant or not, yon are to come to me." 

A light was still burning in Colonel Barr's study long 
after he had shown Jenkins to his bedroom. According 
to his usual custom he was arranging and classifying the 
facts and circumstances which had come to his knowledge, 
and applying to them the law of circnmstantial evidence. 
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For him there was uo liour of repose whlla anjtliing 
remained to be done. 

Tlie next day te called upon DuraiiJ, and again ques- 
tioned liim not only upon the events of tlio murder, bat 
upon many things which apparently had no conneetioD 
with it. By the time the day of trial arrived, he was armed 
at all points; prepared to meet every possible attack, and 
to take advantage of every possible fault in his adversary's 
management of the case. The watt;hman wKo was first 
introduced as a witness on the part of the prosecution had 
to undergo a searching cross-examination, from which, 
however, there ap]>eared little likelihood of obtaining any 
advantage, for the witness was clearly an honest man who 
had nothing to conceal, and no motive for telling anything 
hut the truth. Colonel Barr drew from him the fact that 
Roberts had been the first one to discover the knife on the 
raantle-pieee; that the scabbard was missing, and had not 
been found upon the person of the prisoner, or in the 
house ; and iinally, that the club picked up by the dead 
body had on it no appearance of hair, although the 
deceased wore a thick coat of curly hair, a large lock of 
which had been driven by the force of the blow into the 
wound on his bead. He admitted that detecting, as he 
supposed. Alexia Durand almost in the veiy fact, he made 
no examination to ascertain how far it was possible for any 
other person to have been the guilty party. The two suc- 
ceeding witnesses gave almost the same version as the first. 
The surgeon who had been called in to examine the dead 
body was next placed upon the witness stand. He described 
the wounds, and gave it as his opinion that either would 
have produced death. He was satisfied the wound in the 
side was made by the knife exhibited in court, and beheved 
that on the hea.d might have been made by the club, 
although the edges had the appearance of being more 
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sharply cut thaQ is generally the case where a smooth, 
round inatntraent is used. At this point, Colonel Burr 
drew from his desk an eight-square oak club, about two 
feet ia length, with a leathern strap through one end, and 
liearily loaded at the other. 

"Examine this club, doctor," he said, handing ihe wit- 
ness tiie murderoas weapon aa he spoke, "and teJ! the jury 
which of the two would be most likely to make suclx a 
wound as you describe." 

"Either might do it; but, if I had been shown the two 
clubs together immediately after the examination, 1 should 
have said that the blow was given with the short one." 

This decided testimony wag strengthened rather than 
shaken by the further examination of the prosecuting 
attorney. The attention of the jury was also called to 
the fact that the club had the appearance of having been 
washed at the heavy end, and in one or two places scrabbed 
with sand- paper. 

John Eoberta was the next witness called. He had been 
purposely reserved for the last, in order that the deepest 
impression might be made upon tie minds of the jury at 
the close of the prosecution. Colonel Burr observed that 
his cheek grew a shade paler when his eye rested oti the 
loaded club. He had not expected to see that instrument 
there, and knew not what it portended. As soon as he 
began to give in his testimony. Colonel Burr's eye was fixed 
upon him with a steady and anrcmitting gaze. At first he 
bore it with considerable fortitude, but after awliile he 
hesitated, stammered, and then trembled visibly. JJo mat- 
ter how he turned, no matter which way he looked, that 
searching eye was never removed from his person^ — seeming 
to penetrate to his inmost soul, and read the darkest secrets 
of his guilty breast. In vain ho tried to avoid it; in vain 
ho tried to confine his own looks to the court and jury, or 
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to tlie prosecuting attorney. In spite of himself his glances 
would wander to those large and burning orba that fasci- 
nated while they terrified, aod compelled attention when 
attention was torture. His evidence was in substance the 
same as he had given before the coroner, but his manner 
of testifying detracted greatly from its effect, and the 
marked change from the eonHdent air with which he had 
entered the court-room, to the unaccountable terrors that 
shook him before the close of the examination, left a most 
unfavorable impression upon the miuda of the jury. Colonel 
Burr noticed the effect that had beea produced, and en- 
deavored to enhance it by an appearance of extreme fair- 
ness in his cross-examination. For some time the questions 
he put were so immaterial, and his manner was so careless, 
that Eoberts regained confidence, and once more looked 
about him with an unabashed air. After awhile, Colonel 
Burr inquired in a mild and even tone, — 

" What is your trade or occupation ?" 

" I am a laborer," answered Roberts. 

"What kind of laborer V 

" I work on such jobs as I can get ; generally loading and 
unloading vessels." 

" Let me see your hand," 

It was dirty enongh, but smooth and soft, with none of 
the horny hardness always apparent in the hand of the 
working-man. Colonel Burr quietly called the attention 
of the jury to the fact, and resumed his cross-examination. 

"Did you ever see this elnb before?" he asked, handing 
the loaded club to Eoberts. 

"I don't know. I have seen agood many clubs like it, 
and that may have been among them." 

"Did you ever own one like it?" 

"No; I never did." 

The manner of the interrogator now changed entirely. 
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HiB voice was stern, and again that look of uneiirthlj pen- 
etration was fixed upon his victim. 

"Did you not carry just such a club as this on the night 
Franz Klink was murdered?" 

"No, sir," stammered Roberts, trembling in every limb. 
"I never carried such a club in my life." 

"That will do, Mr, Roberts. You can stand aside." 

The court, the jury, and the prosecuting attorney were 
all alike surprised at this sudden dismissal of the principal 
witness against the prisoner, after so slight a cross-exam- 
ination ; but Colonel Burr had obtained what he wanted. 

In his examination of a witness he never asked questions 
for the sake of asking them. He never took oliances. He 
had a fixed object, and when it was attained, he knew when 
to stop. He did not choose to run the risk of drawing oat 
something unfavorable to his client, either to show his owq 
dexterity, or m the meie hope of obtaining something that 
would benefit him Besides he was satisfied that a prac- 
ticed and htidened villain like Roberts viouid corae into 
the conrt-house perfectly fortified on all the main points 
of his testimony, and thit the only result of a prolonged 
cross-examination would bo to ^i\ e th^it testimony greater 
strength. He therefore confined himself to questions whi<'h 
could not have been foreseen and prepared for. 

For the defense it was proved that Alexis Durand, ever 
since his arrival in New York, had maintained the charac- 
ter of an industrious, sober, and peaceable man. It was 
proved that, from his occupation as a boatman, he generally 
received exactly the description of money which was found 
in his chest; tliat he had never been known to want money; 
that lie was on the best terms with his landlord, who fre- 
quently left the shop for hours in his charge ; that they 
had slept alone in the same house for months, and that 
Durand had free access both to the sleeping-room of Franz 
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and the store-room bulow. Finally, Colonel Burr called tc 
the stand a man bj the name of Tiiomaa Winters, who 
testified that he knew Durand slightly, and Iloberts iuti 
mately. To a cjuestion as to what Roberta did to earn a 
support, he answered; "Nothing, as I knows on, except 
gamble, and such like." 

In answer to other questions, he said that he was in 
Larkina'a Iiousb on the night of the murder ; that it was 
Qsual at that house to close the doora before ten o'clock, 
but the initiated by giving a certain password, could enter 
at any hour; th-it D ira id came n lorae time after the loots 
were closed, and he overhpoil lira ask the Imdlord f r 
Bill Jenkins that I ark ns leiled he had g ne out and 
directed that any one w ho asked for ! im sho il 1 be told to 
wait, when, t the ce tiin kn vlel e of tl e nitncss Jen 
kins had not been ii the h use fo diys that Dirand did 
wait for a considerable time but at last became impatient 
and determined to go Larkins still uigmp, h ca to wait 
longer. Witneas st ted that Jenl ns n is a f lenl of Lis 
and that after D ii in 1 hid left he concluded to follow him 
and tell him nhero Jenkins was tl it he ivalked verj f* t 
without, hoBever, overtaking Durand, that, at the corner 
Dearest the lionse of Klink, he heard Roberts give the 
alarm to the watchmen ; that, in his opinion, it was impos- 
sible for Durand to have reached home, committed tlie 
mnrder, and rifled the house, within the time he left Lark- 
ina's house and the time he heard Roberts give the alarm. 
He farther testified that the loaded club, cshibited in court, 
bad been taken by him from a room in Larkins's house oc- 
cupied by Jobn Roberts; that it usually hung on a nai! by 
the door ; that he had seen it there several times when he 
went to Roberts's room to play at cards, and that two days 
ago he had taken it away, unobserved, at the request of 
Jenkins, for the purpose or exhibiting it on this trial. 
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The testimouy of this witness was so clear aud straiglit- 
forvvaril, and he maintained, ia sj^ite of a severe erosa- 
esamination, so much the air of an honest man, that, 
although he acknowledged himself to be much of a scamp, 
and a good deal addicted to low and disreputable vices, 
the court and the jury were inclined to give him full credit; 
and the pains the prosecuting attorney took to invalidate 
bis evidence proved that he regarded it as exceedingly 
dangerous to his case. 

It was late at night when Colonel Burr rose to address 
the jury. He began by a dissertation on the nature of 
circumstantial evidence ; admitted that the law held it suffi- 
cient to a conviction for the crime of murder, but contended 
that certain rules were laid down for its government, all 
of wMcli it was incumbent on the prosecution to show had 
been fully complied with. If any one link should be found 
wonting, the offense was not proved, and the prisoner must 
be acquitted. The first rule — the groundwork upon which 
everything i-ested — was, that the circumstances themselves 
should be fully established. Not by a mere preponderance 
of evidence, but by the clear and positive testimony of at 
least one unimpeaehed witness. Where a material circum- 
stance depended upon ooe witness only, that witness must 
be supported by collateral aid, especially if his former char- 
acter, contradictory statements, suspicious manner of testi- 
fying, or any other cause, raised a doubt of his credibility. 

After dwelling upon this point until he had sufficiently 
impressed it upon the minds of the jury, he asked: "Have 
the circumstances in this case been established according 
to the requirementa of the law?" Some of them, he ad- 
mitted, had been. He went over the testimony of the 
watchmen, conceded that it bad been given like honest 
men, and he believed their statements to he true. But 
what was it? Unsupported by Roberts, it did nothing 
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more than laise a biie |jn,suinptK n ot gitiit, it fell fau, 
verj far shoit of exclud ng to a moral ccitamlj every 
hypothesis but the one that thi, piisoner was gailty The 
whole case he eoiitenderl dLpcndcd at last upon. Roberts's 
evidence alone Wis he supi orted by eoilateral aid i* No. 
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bly established perjury upon huE ; and the juror who could 
take away the life of a fellow-being upon the evidence of 
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eucli a man, mast be dead to ali the best instincts of 
liiimiinity. When that evidence was discardeii, what re- 
mained ? Notliing upon which a verdict of " gniity " could 
be based. BverylliiDg else might be true, and yet the 
prisoner might be as innocent as the court or any one of 
the jury now sitting in judgment upon him. To illnsti-ato 
his meaning, he supposed a case. Aided by the communi- 
cations Duraud had made to him, his snpposcd case was 
precisely in accordance with the facts ; and this he put to 
the jury so strongly and clearly, that they could not refrain 
from nodding assent as he progressed. He dwelt upon the 
fact, sworn to by Winters, that the prisoner could not have 
committed the murder and accomplished the robbery within 
the time that elapsed from his leaving Larkins's house and 
that when he heard the alarm given to the watchmen, and 
insisted that he had done much more than was necessary 
to insure the acquittal of his clieut. Aceordiug to the law 
it was sufficient to raise a doubt of his guilt; he had gone 
beyond the requirements of the law, and demonstrated his 
innocence. He had said enough for his client's defense, 
but not enough for public justice. A foul and bloody mur- 
der had been committed ; it was the work of human hands, 
and he proposed to track the felon through all the cunning 
devices by which he had sought to escape from the penal- 
ties prescribed for the punishment of his horrid crime. 

Here Colonel Burr turned his fall front to the witness 
Rdberts, who was leaning against one of the columns of 
the court- room. 

There must have been, he continued, a guilty, agent. 
That agent must have had some motive or inducement to 
commit the crime, and also the means to accomplish his 
purpose. He here recapitulated the testimony, showing 
the total absence of motive on the part of Durand, and 
the presence of that motive in Roberts. According to 
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Roberts's own statement, lie had called upon Durand for 
the purpose of collecting a debt, whereas the proof showed 
that Durand was an industrious, laboring man, engaged in 
a bnsine-H whose profits move than snpplied his wants 
whilo Pobcrts was notoriously penniless The stoiy of in 
debfelnesB nas thetefore too imprjbable for belef AH 
thp other facts and circumstances which weighed against 
the w tncsB were =tated with the concise ciearnes& for 
wliich the orator w is so remarkable ThroUj^hout ho had 
watchel the jury with the keen SLiutiny of a min aecus 
tomcd to atuly e>ery Tarying shade of llie human eounte 
nance and when he sa« tl at tBeir i itei est w as excited to 
the highest point he suddenly seizpd a cin lie in each 
han 1 held them aloft oyci his head and advancing to 
Boherta his eyes 1 urn ng Ike hung coals anl his loice 
rngiug as f ordering a chaige on tie battle faeH he 
shiute i — Behold the murderer 1 

The effect was electr cal The ju y bj a commo i im 
pulse rose to the r feet Roberts slcuk and tiemllel as 
if the doom of death wis soundiig in his ears, tjiadually 
his knees give way and he sunk down helpless it the bise 
of the column. For more than a minute a silence deep 
and dread reigned throughout the court-room — judge, jury, 
and spectators were gazing in speechless amazement upon 
the cowering wretch. It was broken by Colonel Burr. In 
a clear and sonorous voice, he exclaimed ; "There, gentle- 
men, is Nature's testimony! There is a confession written 
by the finger of God himnelf I Now write your verdict !" 

There was another pause ; another period of awful sus- 
pense, and men drew their breath with a feeling of intense 
relief when the orator slowly replaced the candles on the 
table and reaumed his seat. 

He had not spoken more than three-quarters of an hour. 
He had not touched more tlian half the available points 
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for the defense. A less experienced pleader would liare 
gone on, and probably mined a cause already gained, by 
attempting to make it doubly certain. Colonel Burr Itnew 
better. lie was an adept in the most useful of all knowl- 
edge to a lawyer. Ue knew when to stop. He had 
strained the minds of the jury to the higliest pitch of ex- 
citement, and he knew that under the reaetion which must 
follow, the concluding argument of the attorney- general 
would fall upon dull and listless ears. That officer was 
himself embarrassed by a painfd conseionsness of the same 
fact ; and tlie Jury, at the conclusion of bis address, retaraed 
a verdict of " not guilty," withoat leaving the box. The 
court, of its own motion, immediately ordered the arrest 
of Eoberts, and his committal to await the action of a 
grand jury. 

It was some time before the immense throng who had 
gathered to witness the resnlt of the trial would disperse ; 
and the officer in charge of Eoberts was standing near the 
door impatiently waiting an opportunity to get his prisoner 
into a carriage. A tall man, wearing a mustache and im- 
mense whiskers, who had given earnest attention to every 
stage of the trial, was observed slowly edging his way 
throngli the throng toward the spot were Roberta was 
standing, A broad-brimmed slouched hat concealed the 
upper part of his face, and a horseman's cloak clasped 
around the neck performed the same service for his body. 
Watching for a favorable moment, when the crowd around 
and in front of him had considerably thinned, he seized the 
arm of the prisoner and said, in a hoarse whisper,— 

" John Eoberts — do you know me ?" 

There was no response ; but a sudden start and an equally 
sudden change of countenance told plainly enough that he 
was recognized. Instantly a broad steel blade glittered in 
the candlelight— a low, dnll sound followed its descent; the 
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officer whose hand was apon Roberts's arm felt him shud- 
der, and heard him faintly murmur, "I am a dead man." 
Without another word he sauk bleeding on the floor. 
Before those immediately around comprehended the terri- 
ble deed whieli had been committed, the murderer bounded 
from the door, and was lost amid the crowd. 

It was later than usual the next day when Colonel Barr 
repaired to his office. Daraad had been for some time 
waiting his arrival. After the first salutations were over, 
he said, — 

"I am going beyond the mountains, colonel, and have 
come to say good-by." 

"Going beyond the mountains! For what? The evi- 
dence of yesterday showed that you were engaged in a 
prosperous busicess, and yon surely cannot think that it 
will be lessened by the events of the trial ?" 

" No, it is not that. The fact is, the business never suited 
me. I can work, and have worked, rather than starve or 
beg; but during seven years' service in the wars a man 
will acqnire habits and tastes not easily shaken off. I am 
weary and lonesome here in the city, and long to be in 
the free woods, with a knife in my belt and a rifie on my 
shoulder." 

Colonel Burr was not deceived by the apparently natural 
reason assigned by Durand for this sudden determination. 
He remembered what Jenkins had said of a similar pur- 
pose, and at once connected them together. He had 
scarcely any doubt as to who had stabbed Roberts in the 
court-room, and felt that it would be useless to dissuade 
Darand from his purpose. 

" It seems to me that you have other reasons," he replied ; 

"but I have no right to pry into yonr secrets, and if your 

mind is made up npon grounds that yon consider sufficient, 

23 



HosleflbyGoOgk' 



■Sifiij I'HE RIVALS. 

I will not attempt to change it. Can I do anytliiiig for 
yon before you go ?" 

" Nothing tliat I can think of. Mj money hasheenreturaed 
to rae, and I have more tlian enough to buy two good rifles 
and such otlier articles as will be needful in a life aroong 
the savages. Ton must not think, colonel, that I have any 
spcret? I nish to hide from you. There is something on 
my mmd that I doubt whether I ought to tell you; not on 
my account, but your own. Nor is it exactly my secret 
eithei, though to a rcitain extent I am involved in it." 

"I expect I can gncss it Indeed, I imow enough to 
be assured I cin You need not, therefore, say anything 
about it " 

"la that caf.e you must know all. You might guess too 
much or too little, and think less of me, or of one who is 
veiy deal to me, than I would have you do. It was Bill 
Jenkins who killed Roberts last night while in the hands 
of an oflu er of the law I left the coiirt-rooni, yon remem- 
ber, as soon as the verdict was rendered, and went directly 
to a tavern to procure refreshments and a night's lodging. 
Not long after I got there, the news of Roberts's murder 
came. My mind misgave me, and I determined to hunt 
up Bill Jenkins. While in prison he had given me a clew 
to all his haunts, and I had no doubt of finding him. The 
only difficulty lay iii getting on the street without attract- 
ing observation. I was known at the tavern, and the whole 
trial had been so remarkable, that I was an object of 
cnriosity to every one who came in. The front room was 
crowded, notwithstanding the lateness of the lionr, and if 
I went oat it would be sure to excite remark. I had pro- 
longed my supper, although I had but little appetite, in 
the hope that they would disperse, Some did go, but 
many remained. I had ordered a fire to be lighted in my 
room, and was JHst about requesting the landlord to show 
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me to it, when Jenkins himself walked in. I hod observed 
him ill the coart-room, so disguis,ed that no eye but mine 
could have detected him. His dress was now entirely dif- 
ferent. The whiskers, mustache, and wig were gone — the 
slouelied hat and horseman's cloak had also disappeared. 
His manner was easy and unembarrasf-ed, and he congratu- 
lated me upon my aeqnittal in a Toite &o perfectly natural, 
that no one, who did not know him as I did, wonld have 
belieTed it possible for him to have been an actor in the 
bloody scene which had jnst transpired. He called for a, 
glass of rnm at the bai", invited me and others to juin him, 
and hchaicd exactly as a man innocent of any oiTense, and 
rejoiced at the escape of a friend from a great danger, 
wotiM be expected to behave. After he had taken another 
drink, he said aloud, in the hearing of those present, that 
he had come to pass the first night of my liberty with me, 
and suggested that as I mnst have been kept awake by 
anxiety for several preceding nights, vq had better re- 
tire. On entering my room, he locked the door, and care- 
fully sounded the walls to be certain that he could not be 
overheard by the sleepers in the adjoining rooms. Then, 
approaching where I stood before the fire, he said, iu a 
fierce whisper, — 

" ' I have done it, Aleck. I struck down the damned 
villain in the hall of justice, and I would have done it if 
his arms had been clasped around the holy altar.' 

"'lam sorry for it, Bill,' I replied. 'It was a great 
crime, rashly and unnecessarily committed. He would have 
been hung, at any rate, for the murder of Franz Eliult.' 

'"It was for that very reason I did it. I had no idea of 
being cheated oot of my vengeance by process of law. I 
could have forgiven him for hnrning us out of our cabin in 
the Highlands ; I could have forgiven him-^at least I 
would not have stricken him — for seeking yonr death by 
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false swearing. If he liad done nothing else, I would have 
been content to leave him In the hands of the law; but 
there is more to hear. Tou reraeinher that he did not 
join us until the cause of the colonists was at the lowest 
ebb. The British had taken New Yorli and chased George 
Washington through the Jerseys. Before that he had 
been a rampant "Whig. While yon were in prison, I was 
charged by Colonel Burr to watch him narrowly, and to 
engage others whom he would not suspect to do the same 
thing. I knew that Winters hated him, for he had been 
robbed by Roberts and Larkins at cards, and I put him 
upon the trail. A week ago he communicated to Colonel 
Burr nearly all he swore on. the trial, and was instructed 
by him to continue on the watch. Colonel Burr also sup- 
plied him with money to enable him to frequent Roberts's 
places of resort. Winters either caught him, accidentally, 
under the inflaence of liquor, or succeeded in making him 
80, and while in that state turned the conversation upon 
Klink'a murder. He was not bo far gone, however, as to 
be thrown off his guard in reference to so dangerous a sub- 
ject, and persisted in pretty mneh the same story he had 
sworn to before the coroner. Winters then mentioned my 
name. He says he had no particular object, other than to 
keep Roberts talking, and, for this purpose, he asked if it 
might not be possible that I had helped you to murder 
Franz. To this Roberta answered no, but that I ought to 
be hung for twenty other things ; and went on to say that 
I carried the mark of his lashes on my back, and that some 
day he would put a halter around my neck. When Winters 
told me this, it was like a flash of lightning suddenly illu- 
minating a dark and murky night, and I could at once 
account for the instinctive longing I had felt for years to 
bury my kuifo in his heart. Even when we were serving 
King George in the same company, I am certain I should 
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have killed him if we had been left alone together for a 
single day. I hated him, and my heart told me I Lad 
cause, though I had no other proof It was all as clear 
to me as daylight now, and I wondered I had not made 
the discovery before. I remembered, as distinctly as if it 
were yesterday, his form and voiee among that pack of 
disgnised hell hounds who marked my back with scars 
that I shall carry to the grave, and murdered toy young 
wife and her nnbombabo. I started on the instant to haat 
him up. Luckily I did not find him that day, and when 
the fire in my brain had lost a portion of its fury, I remem- 
bered ihatif I killed him then, it would be charged that 
you had instigated me to the deed in order to get rid of his 
evidence on your trial. Two nights ago I met him nnex- 
pectedly; we were alone; my hand was on the hilt of the 
same knife which this night made its way to his heart. I 
did not kill him, but I hissed in his ear that his hour was 
approaching, and when next we met the arch fiend himself 
should not save him. For fear he wolild have me arrested 
I hired a disguise, and gave out that I had left tte city. 
Even Winters really supposed that I was gone. I passed 
him on the street, and spoke to him in bar-rooms, and he 
did not know me. I went to the court-house to-day, re- 
solved that Roberts should never leave it alive. I could 
not anticipate his arrest, and when it was done, I trembled 
lest he should escape me. The crowd did me good service 
in compelling the officer to stop where he did, and now I 
can sleep in peace.' 

"And he did sleep," continued Dnrand, "as sweetly as an 
infant in its cradle, though I paced the floor until daylight. 
When he awoke, our plans were soon formed, and he is now 
on bis way to Kentucky. I could not go until I had seen 
you and thanked you for your generous exertions in behalf 
of a man who is so poorly able to reward you for it." 
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" Upon that score," replied Colonel Barr, " we are barely 
even. It is life for life. When do you go ?" 

"To-night. Jenkins, so far as I tnow, is unsnsjiected 
now, but he may be; aad I do not choose that people 
should be able to get upon his trail bj tracking mine. I go 
alone, and under cover of the darkness. It will be ten or 
twelve dajs, and far fi'om here, before I join him. I do not 
ask you not to betray ns — I know you will not; and only 
hesitated about telling jou, because I feared that if it should 
become fenown, men might charge you with aiding the 
escape of a murderer. When I discovered that yoa already 
knew the criminal, I could not bear for you to suspect that 
he had committed the crime for no other reason than because 
Roberts had sought my life. And now, Colonel," he con- 
tinued, while large tears rolled from eyes to which tears 
were strangers, and his giant frame shivered like that of 
a child in an ague fit, "kindest, noblest, truest, beat of 
men, good-by fovever. In this world we shall never meet 
again; but if I foigfet you for one day amid all my wan- 
derings and penis may the lightnings of heaven blast me 
where I stand ' 

He WIS miitaken They did meet years afterwards upon 
the banks of the beautiful Ohio, when strange changes had 
come over the fortanes of both. 
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The treaty between England, France, and tie United 
States, by Tvhich the Independence of the latter was ac- 
knowledged, withei-cd the daring hopes of Alexander Ham- 
ilton, and ntterly Wasted the wily schemes of his unscrupu- 
lous confederate, Billings That shrewd and dangerous 
man at once understood that all hope was at an end; yet 
he neither cowered nor complained. To all outward ap- 
pearance his bearing was the same ; bat notwithstanding the 
seeming calmness of the surface, a serpent had wreathed 
itself about his heart, whose sting drove him on, and on, 
in quest of new excitements, new plots, and new conspira- 
cies. In two years afterwards he set sail for France, and it 
was long before he was again heard of in America. 

Alexander Hamilton was perhaps aa deeply wounded 
and disappointed as Billings, hut for him a theater was still 
open in the new world, of which he resolved to malte the 
most. When the army was disbanded, he turned his atten- 
tion, like Aaron Burr, to the profession of the law. Liko 
him he studied hard, and like him he rose rapidly. It was 
at the bar, after years of separation, that the rivals met 
once more. Here the straggle between them was resumed, 
but their rivalry now was divested of the bitterness of for- 
mer years. It was a war of two giant intellects, in which 
neither could stoop to envy, because envy would have been 
an acknowledgment of inferiority. Things continued in 
(271) 
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Uiia state nntil politics came in to imbitter their relations. 
In the division of parties Aaron Burr took the popular, or 
Democratic side — Alexander Hamilton the Federal ; BtUI 
their interconrse was personally kind and respectful, until 
the year 1190, when Alexander Hamilton was Secretary of 
the Treasury, and his father-in-law, General Schuyler, was 
a candidate for re-election to the United States Senate, 
from the State of 'Nqw York. Aaron Bnrr became a can- 
didate in opposition to him, and in January, 1191, was 
elected over the combined inQuence of Hamilton and 
Schuyler. From that day the old enmity in the bosom of 
Alexander Hamilton sprung into a new and more venomous 
life. Whatever Bnrr advocated, Hamilton opposed ; where- 
ever Burr sought to climb, he found Hamilton in his way. 
It was impossible that Colonel Burr could misunderstand 
the extent and bitterness of this opposition ; but then, as in 
the past and throughont his after life, he locked his secrets 
in his own bosom, and made no complaint. 

The career of Colonel Barr in the Senate is too well 
known to require repetition here. In the third year of his 
service a great calamity overtook him. The wife who had 
been to him the best of friends and counselors was called 
away, and he was left with none but the little Theodosla to 
enliven his home and soothe him amid the perplexing cares 
wiiich were gathering thick around him. This blow he bore 
with his accustomed fortitude; and the only indication the 
public had of the intensity of his sufferings, was the restless 
eagerness with which he plunged into politics. 

Before the expiration of his term, the State of New 
York had become thoroughly Federal, and General Philip 
Schuyler was elected to succeed him. To reverse this state 
of things, and bring New York into the Democratic fold, 
was now the cherished object of his life. To this end he 
devoted all his vast talents and ol! his tireless energy. He 
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succeeded, after a contest unparalleled in the aunals of the 
Republic, and in the year 1800 lie was nominated as the 
Democratic candidate for Vice-President, on the same 
ticket with Thomas Jefferson. This nomination, so grati- 
fying at tie time, was the fruitfal source of all the woes 
that afflicted hia after years. The result of the eiection 
was : Jefferson 73, Burr 73, Adams 65, Pincltney 64, Jay 1. 
Under the Constitution as it then stood, an cleotiou by tlie 
House of RepresentatiTes became indispensable to decide 
which of the two highest on the list (Jefferson or Burr) 
should hold tiie of&ce of President, and which the office of 
Vice-President of the United States. Here was a field of 
operations exactly suited to the genius of Alexander Ham- 
ilton, and his conduct during that period was such as to 
fully justify old John Adams in tlie declaration that he was 
the most nnp j 1 d nt g Am H t to 

leading Fede 1 t t h Id t th 1 t f th j i t to 
Burr, but wa tl m t th t m th t tt t n ort 

must not be g t h m 1 ty H t 11 tl m that 

Jefferson isall-t 1 llcplt and 

an infidel in 1 b t dd tl t B tl m lan- 

gerous man, and, if elected to the Presidency, that he would 
conduct the government a la Bonaparte. By snch low* 
and despicable arts as these he sought the ruin of tho rival 
whose power he had felt, and whose future influeoce upon 
the politics of the nation he most dreaded. Colonel Bnrr 
did not fall into tho trap, and yet he suffered oil the conse- 
quences that could have followed if he had yielded fully to 
the temptation. The mind of Jefferson was by some means 
poisoned against him, and no amount of evidence was suffi- 
cient to remove the prejudices then imbibed. In looking 
back apon the histoiy of that memorable contest, it is difR- 
eult to conceive how the belief ever could have obtained that 
Colonel Burr was willingly the rival of Mr. Jefferson. Yet 
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it did prevail very widely, and none were more fised in that 
opiDioa ttan Mr. Jefferson himself. It was this belief 
which ia after years led him into the grayest error of his 
life, and left upon his character the deepest stain it bears. 

When the resalt was almost certainly known, although 
the returns were not fully received, Colonel Burr addressed 
a letter to Samuel Smith, a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from Maryland, and a devoted friend of Mr. 
Jefferson. To have sought an election by the House, after 
the publication of that letter, wonld have been an act of 
folly, from which an idiot would have shrunk. He says to 
General Smith : — 

" It is highly probable that I shall have an equal numher 
of votes with Mr. Jeiferson ; but, if such should he the 
resalt, every man who knows me ought to know that I 
would utterly disclaim all competition. Be assured that 
the T'ederal party can entertain no wish for sneh an ex- 
ehaiige As to my friends, they would dishonor my views 
and insult my feelings by a suspicion that I would submit 
to be instrumental in counteracting the wishes and the 
expectations of the United States, And I now constitute 
yon my proxy to declare these seutiments if the occasion 
should require." 

No twitli standing the emphatic and earnest disclaimer 
contained in this letter of all intention to engage in a con- 
test with Mr. Jefferson, the Federal party, for their own 
purposes, determined to rnn him. Nothing could have 
been further from the mind of Alexander Hamilton than a 
desire to promote the election of his rival, yet nothing 
could have been more gratifying to him than to see him 
eiigiiged in a contest which, terminate as it might, was sure 
to blacken his character and destroy his popularity with 
the nation. To this end all his powers of intrigue were 
!d, and he succeeded but too well in the object he 
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had in view. Colonel Burr was no candidate, sought no 
support, and emphatically disclaimed all desire to receive 
it. Tliat support was forced npon him, and then he was 
held responsible for what he had done all in hia power to 
prevent The world's history does not present an instance 
of more glaring injustice, nor is there one, in the long list 
of statesmen who fill ifa pages, in, whose person the blind- 
ness of partisan zeal and the merciless nature of partisan 
persecntion is more completely illustrated. 

Mr Jefferson was finally elected His mind was then 
just m that state when the files of rancorous hate are most 
easily Kindled and there weie those about him who did not 
fail to apply the nnt(,h Aaion Buir soon became a 
iii.rli.ed man and when it «as known thit his political 
dctruction had beLU lesolved upon by the President, ten 
th jusand tongues and pens weio f )und Tea ly to assail him. 
The stoim he could not ivert, bat lie neither bent before 
it nor cov^ered it its lury Calm and seemingly uncon- 
'-C10U8 of the ictive malign ty of his enemies he went on 
to di'-chirge the duties of his high office ^ith a grace, a 
d gnity and an "kbility which has iievei since been equaled. 
But C olonel Burr was not idle noi had he the least idea 
of falling in unresisting victim The Tilc Piesidency, foi 
a second teim he knew was beyond his gra^p. Mr. Jef- 
fe son WIS all powerful at the time and in that quarter 
C olonel Burr had no hope That he would be left off the 
ticket he nevei foi a moment doubted TTnder these cir- 
(umstaiices he iLSolvcd tapaisue the couise he had pur- 
s led w ith S3 mnch success on a former occi=ion and appeal 
dtiectly to the people of New York A gubernatorial 
election was coming on and in Pebiutry ISOi, he an- 
nounced h mself as an independent candidate for the office. 
The whole weight of the adminiatiation was at once thrown 
against him and all of Hamilton s talents fir intrigue were 
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actively and ineessaatly emplojed to in^urt hit, defeat It 
was a strange union — Jefferson and Hamilton — bot hate 
accepts the services of any ally and both of ttiem hated 
and dreaded Bnrr too ranch to stand on scrnplea liv 
their joint efforts he was defeated , and he thns saw go cut 
his last hope of political advanceraent. 

A few weeks aft«r the election, on a balmy nig^lit in Juno, 
when Colonel Burr was in his own house, surrounded by a 
select company of friends, as gay and apparently as happy 
as if nothing had occurred to annoy him, the following 
note was put into his hands : — 

" One who has much to communicate to you in reference 
to the past, wliicli it concerns you to know, is now 
stretched upon a bed of death, and earnestly requests that 
jon will come to him as soon aa may he.'' 

There wa*. no signature, and, making a polite excuse to 
his friends, Burr followed the servant from the room to 
inquire who had bronght the note. He was told that the 
messenger was at the door. 

" Then show him into the library." 

"When the man entered, ho asked, — 

" Who gave you this note f " 

"A man who is dying in my house. I don't know his 
name. " 

"Who are you?" 

" The keeper of a boarding-house on Street, and a 

friend of yonrs." 

After satisfying himself upon some other points. Colonel 
Burr said,— 

"Tell the gentleman I will call to-night." 

"He told me to bring yon with me." 

"That is impossible, I have company; but say to him 
I will be there before midnight." 
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The messenger departed, and Colonel Barr returned to 
his parlor without a trace of anxiety on his brow. Ilia 
fiiends soon dispersed ; and about eleven o'clock he knoeted 
at the door of the house to which he had been directed. 
It was opened with a promptness which proved he had 
been waited for, and he was ushered at once into the sick 
mail's room. He found him stretched upon a low bed 
stead, with a (able drawn near, on which a tallow candle 
was burniDg dimly, and some phials of medicine were so 
placed as to be in reach of his band. The invalid beck- 
oned his visitor to approach, and said, in a feeble voice, — 

"Take away the table and draw a chair close to my 
side, for my voice is very feeble, and I have much to say." 

Bnrr did as he was directed. 

" Do you know me ?" 

"No. I do not remember that we ever met. If we 
did, it must have been casually." 

"Par from it. I am James Billings." 

A sudden flush passed over the face of Barr, and he felt 
something like a pang shoot through his heart; but hia 
voice was steady and nnalteied. 

" I remember such a man in the camp at Valley Forge 
: — a friend of Alexander Hamilton; but you are gi'eatly 
altered since then?" 

"His confederate, not his friend In such bosoms as 
his and mine, friendship never dwells." 

He pressed his hand to his brow for a moment, and con- 
tinued,-— 

"Listen, and do not interrupt me. The shadows of 
death are gathering fast around me, and I have no time to 
wast«. When I am thronch, if I have the strength, I will 
answer any question you may deshe to ask " 

Then, in a low but distinct voice, he commenced hia nar- 
rative. He went over the whole of the dreadful story of 
24 
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Adelaide Clifton's insanity and death. He revealed the 
Bonrce of the Tile slanders which had blackened the fame 
of Marf^aret Monerieffe. He told of the unscrnpulons and 
too sneeessful efforts that bad been made to prejudice the 
miud of the commander-in-chief against his listener; of 
the jealous Tigilance with which every step of liis military 
progress had been watched; of Hamilton's daring hopes, 
and llieir Snal frustration by the treaty of peace. The 
whole dark story was revealed with a distinctness and 
clearness which left no doubfc upon the mind of Burr that 
every word he uttered was true to the letter. At first be 
tried to call up facts and circumstances within his own 
recollection which would confirm or shake the statements 
of the dying man; bat this soon ceased, and his whole 
attention was girea to the dreadfnl narrative as it pro- 
gressed. Imperturbable as he generally was — accustomed 
as he had been to suppress every sign of emotion, this was 
too much for even his iron will. It recalled all the mem- 
ories uf the long gone past— whatever was dark and bitter 
in his early career rose up before him, and stnng him into 
madness. Leaning both elbows upon the bed, he buried 
his face in his hands, while his whole frame shook with the 
mingled emotions which were struggling in his bosom. 
That passed away, and raising his head slowly, he in- 
quired, — 

"May I ask, Mr. Billings, what has induced you to 
make these revelations now? Is it from remorse, or in the 
hope of making some atonement to me ?" 

N tl C 1 n 1 Bu — n ther. I am not one of those 
w ak th wh hnnk and tremble in presence of the 

hal w tl wn a t n h e called abovit them; and to 

y u I kn w th t at n m nt impossible. If it be in my 
natu to f 1 nt t n the thirst for vengeance has 
d Ten t away I would ha e Alexander Hamilton dia- 
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graced and degraded. In that table drawer yoa will find 
a packfit containing evidence enongli to damn him forever 
in the minds of his fellow-men. To you I conSde It, 
33 the man he has most injured, and now most cordially 
hates." 

The hard breathing of the sick man told that he waa 
terribly agitated, and Colonel Burr paused some minutes 
before he said, — 

" Vengeance 1 Why, what has he done to you 7" 
" Stung my pride. Refused to recognize me in public 
as an acquaintance, and insulted mo by the offer of pecu- 
niary assistance in private. Bnfc ask me no questions. Let 
me tell the story without interruption. After that fatal 
peace, I saw that America was no theater for me, and I 
embarked for Prance. It is unnecessary to dwell upon the 
part I played in the bloody drama which was soon after 
enacted in the laud of olives and of vines. It suited me, 
or rather it suited the fierce devil who reigned supreme 
within me, and few hands were redder than mine, in a coun- 
try where all were red. At length my broken health and 
shattered constitution, together with tiie loss of nearly all 
my fortune, compelled me to seek repose. I returned to 
America, not doubting that the fiiendship of Hamilton, 
who, I wag aware, had risen high ia the State, and the ser- 
vices I had rendered the American army, or at least was 
believed to have rendered it during the Revolution, would 
insure me respect, and a certain amount of consideration 
during the few years that would intervene before I waa 
consigned to the grave I saw open before me. I sought 
him out, and toM my story and my expectations. He 
promptly declared that he could not receive me as aa asso- 
eiate, or even recognize me as an acquaintance in public ; 
that I was a stranger ; my services during the Revolution 
forgotten ; and, if he was seen with me, it would lead to 
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inqmn and 8ul>|e(-t him to questions painful ti liun and 
ditlifult tu answer but tie added if I hid in,ed of jjccu- 
niaiy relief be was willing to relie\e my necessities I 
turned away ind left him I uttered no thieat — gave do 
wiining It IS mj habit to strike fiist <ind let the blow 
prove its own waimng I intended to leveal everything 
to yott at ODLe but you were so much engaged m tne 
eleiti;n then pending I tould Cud no fitting oppoitumty. 
In the mean time I nas stiioUen down by the disea'ie thit 
111 a few houib more will teimmate my existence Ab lung 
as there was a po'^'-ibility of ie:-oieij I wiited aud I did 
not send fui you until I knew the sands m my glisa were 
neiily exhiuoted I have moie to siy but no time to say 
it 1 have not ten minutes to live — let me see j ou secure 
the papeit. befuie I go. ' 

Colonel Burr opened the drawer, and, taking oot a care- 
fully sealed packet addressed to himself, placed it in his 
pocket, A light, almost a smile of satisfaction, played 
for an instant over the features of James Billings ; then 
came a long-drawn sigh, a gasp, a shudder, and his spirit 
winged its flight to the judgment bar of God. 

Thus, with no one near him but the man he had so deeply 
wronged, that bold, gifted, and hardened villain passed away. 
True to the bloody instincts of his nature, hh last thought 
was veogeanee — bis last feeling that of satisfaction at the 
prospect of its accomplishment. 

Calling some of the inmates of the house into the dead 
man's chamber, Colonel Burr took Ms departure and walked 
rapidly to his own residence. There he opened, with eager 
hands, the packet which had been placed in his possession, 
and read over, one by one, the papers it contained. Morn- 
ing found him still engaged in his absorbing occupation. 
At breakfast, he contented himself with a single cup of 
coffee ; and, directing the servant to deny admittance to any 
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visitor who might call, again Eought his IHn'ary. With 
hurried steps he paced the floor, his hand sometimes pressed 
npon his forehead and sometimes tiirust into his bosom, as 
if he Bonght to still the tbrobbiugs of his beating heart. 
" Great God I" he muttered, "has this cold-blooded devil 
been for so many years blasting my prospects, blackening 
my character, and murdering my hopes, while I, fool, dolt, 
idiot, that I have been, have gone on in blind ignorance of 
his machinations ? You, too, Margaret — young, gifted, beau- 
tiful, and pure then — you, too, he dared to approach, and 
cover all over with the slime of calumny. And poor Ade- 
laide, his first victim, whom he consigned to a mad-house, 
in the freshness of her youth and beauty, and who now fills 
a lunatic's grave. Oh, God 1 it is an account of crime and 
horrors for which one life will be poor payment indeed I" 

Again he paced tiie room in silence. Then he paused 
in the middle of the floor, with his eyes fixed upon the car- 
pet. The furrows of agony had disappeared from bis coun- 
tenance, and he wore the air of a man who was intensely 
studying some difficult problem. Soon his tlioughls took 
the form of words. 

"Yet how, how am I to reach him ? How hold Iiim to 
account, without revealing things it would madden me for 
the world to know ?" 

He raised his head as he spoke, and his eye rested upon 
a paper which was lying on the table. Eagerly he ad- 
vanced, and picked it up. He had accidentally seen the 
name of Hamilton, and now he read: "General namiltou 
and Judge Kent have declared, in substance, that they 
looked upon Mr. Barr to be a dangerous man, and one 
who ought not to be. trusted with tlie reins of government. 
I could detail to yon a still more despicable opinion 
which General Hamilton has expressed of Mr. Burr." 

With a sigh of satisfaclion and relief he folded the paper 
24* 
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carefully, locked it in a drawer with the packet lie had 
received from Billings; and, repeating: "That will do, that 
will do I" retired to his own chamber to sleep. To sleep 1 
Yes, he did sleep soundly for hours. When he awoke, he 
partook of a hearty meal, for one of his abstemious habits, 
and, immediately afterwards, sent for his friend, Mr. Van 
Ness, to call the next morning and bear to the general 
a hostile message. Accordingly, the next da;y, Mr. Van 
Nesa placed iu the hands of General Hamilton a note from 
Colonel BuiT, reciting the offensive passages, and conclud- 
ing with a demand for " a prompt and nnciualified acknowl- 
edgment or denial" of that which was imputed to him, 
Hamilton was taken completely by surprise. He had used, 
on many occasions, harsher phrases, and they had been per- 
mitted to pass unnoticed. He hesitated, pleaded important 
business, and it was not until two days afterwards that he 
addressed a long communication to Colone! Burr, whose 
obvious purport was to evade the responsibility of either 
denial or acknowledgment of the language imputed to him. 

Colonel Burr promptly responded that the letter was 
unsatisfactory; that he eonld find in it "nothing of that 
sincerity and delicacy" which Hamilton professed to value, 
and conclnded: "Your letter has furnished me willi new 
reasons for requiring a definite reply." 

To this General Hamilton returned no written reply, but 
submitted to Mr. Tan Ness certain propositions as a basis 
of adjustment. Colonel Buit prepared a letter of instruc- 
tions to govern Mr. "Van Ness in the negotiations; hot, 
wearied by the delays which had already occurred, and 
fearful that other delays might be interposed, he resolved 
upon a step that he knew must make a meeting inevitable. 
About nine o'clock at night, after muffling his face so as to 
prevent recognition, he walked to General Hamilton's house. 

To a cjnestion as to whether General Hamilton was in, 
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the aervaiit who openeii the door aDswered in the affirma- 
tha, 

"Tell him," said Burr, "that a gentleman wishes to see 
him for one moment upon urgent bnsiness, and as I have no 
time to spare, he will greatly oblige me by walking to the 
door." 

General Hamilton immediately came out, and Colonel 
Darr, puiiing the door after him st> as to exclude the light, 
and prevent any one within from overhearing their conver- 
sation, said in his natural voice, — 

"General Ilamilton, do you know me ?" 

" Colonel BuiT I" replied Hamilton, in surprise. 

"Yes, sir; and I have called to tell you that I did not 
seek satisfaction from yoa on acconat of the petty slanders 
contained in the pamphlet of Dr. Cooper, however fully you 
may have authorized their pnblieation. But a few nights 
ago I sat by the death-conch of James Billings, and heard 
him go over the whole secret history of the past. He told 
how Adelaide Clifton was maddened and mni'dered; how 
the reputation of Margaret Moncricffe had withered under 
the baleful influence of your poisonous breath; how yon 
had pursued me with causeless bitter and remorseless hate ; 
and he placed in my hand dot-uments to prove the truth ot 
his story. I did not choose to make these the ground of a 
message to \ ju because 1 did not wish to furnish the gos 
siping world with all the revolting particulars of that tale 
of horrors. I sought and found another pretext And 
now, sir, you ivill understand how useless it is to submit 
propositions of adjuftmont and nhit consequences will be 
likely to flow to joui^elf Irom a refusal to accede to m\ de 
mand. Good night sii I hope to meet you once more, 
and but oncp " 

He turned ind walked awav Hamdton stood is il petri- 
fied. It wa*! long befoie he shook oft the numbing toipor 
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